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The upcoming church school year 
is going to be a sensational one, filled 
with music, laughter, and love.

We have formed a new, lively Chris-
tian Education committee, with many 
dedicated Stone Church members 
who will help organize and facilitate 
a fabulous program.

The year will start with a “Back to 
Church School Day,” on Sept. 13, at 
11:15 am, the regular Adult Study 
time. While the adults are learning 
about our goals and dreams for the 

year, the children will be enjoying a 
fun activity outdoors. Childcare will 
be available in the nursery. 

Meet our core teachers, find out 
about upcoming objectives for 
the year, ask questions, bring your 
ideas, and learn how you can help. 
Information on the music program, 
curriculum, and family events will 
be shared.

It takes a village, and we have a glori-
ous village. All are invited – see you 
on September 13! 

Children’s 
Ministry 
Alive and 
Growing 
at Stone 
Church!

by Mary Jo Blazek, 
Children’s Ministry 

Coordinator

A good time was had by all at the annual Stone Church Worship & Picnic at Kelley Park. For more pictures, see page 7.



Did you know that Stone Church 
has a parish nurse?

Since about 1993, member Mary 
Johnson has been the parish nurse 
for our church community.

Mary came to us with a wealth of 
experience, including time in critical 
care units, oncology practices, ambu-
latory infusion, and home health 
infusion. She is currently serving in 
traditional home health care, work-
ing as both an administrator and a 
clinical manager.

But you might first be asking the 
question, “What is a parish nurse?”  
This is a nationally recognized train-
ing program where nurses who 
are licensed registered nurses use 
their nursing knowledge for holis-
tic health for self, the individual, 
and the community and combine it 
with spiritual care. What makes this 
specialty different is the conscious 
partnering of health issues with the 
faith of the whole person, body, 
mind, and spirit.

After starting out small with a 
monthly blood pressure clinic and 
making herself available for indi-
vidual consultation on health ques-
tions, Mary also helped develop the 
Health Ministries Committee, so 

that a broader section of the church 
could be involved in the holistic care 
of members, as well.

Currently, Mary continues to do 
blood pressure checks on the third 
Sunday of each month and to be 
available for individual consulta-
tions about health issues. She is also 
willing to make home and hospital 
visits to address hospital discharge 
needs and home safety modifica-
tions and is willing to make recom-
mendations. Every fall, she gives 
flu shots to adults. She also collects 

unused and expired medications for 
safe disposal.

I wanted to highlight some of 
Mary’s gifts – you may have already 
seen Mary singing in the choir, and 
you may know she bakes all of our 
communion bread.

But here are five fun facts about 
our parish nurse that you probably 
do not know:

1. Mary and her husband Derk 
Johnson met at Stone Church.

2. She has had dinner with Pete 
Seeger and his wife on the patio of 
their mountain-top home in New 
York State.

3. She is a published author of a 
chapter on multiple myeloma in two 
editions of a major cancer nursing 
textbook.

4. Her father’s family came to the 
U.S. on the Mayflower.

5. Her great-grandmother (on 
her father’s side) dated Abraham 
Lincoln.

I encourage you to get to know 
Mary and to talk with her if you have 
specific questions or concerns about 
your own health and preventative 
care. We are thankful to have the 
gift of a parish nurse for our faith 
community. Thank you, Mary!

If you’d like to learn more about parish 
nurses on a national level, please check 
out parishnurses.org.
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Our Parish Nurse: 
Mary Johnson

by Rev. Irene Pak

Welcome back to a new “Youth 
Group Year”!

Our kickoff night is Sunday, 
Sept. 13, from 5 to 7 pm. A deli-
cious dinner will be provided!

This year, we will have both a 
High School Youth Group and a 
Middle School Youth Group.

Both groups will meet on the 
second and fourth Sundays of 
the month, from 5 to 7 pm. Our 
time together will be one of good 

conversation, good food, and 
good people.

Your leaders, Rev. Irene Pak, 
Rosaleen Zisch, Kathleen Oliver, 
Craig Murphey, Marion Lee, Kate 
Wheatley, and Glenda Bowman, 
are very excited to see you 
all again!

WE MISSED YOUR FACES 
ALL SUMMER!

Hope to see you all there!
                         - Rev. Irene Pak

Youth Group Kickoff Night!
Sunday, September 13:

Irene Says, “We Missed Your Faces!”

http://www.parishnurses.org


THE STONE NEWS, PAGE 3

Adult Study classes are offered on 
Sundays, at 11:15 am, in the Fireside 
Room. Childcare is provided.

For more information about any of 
these classes, please contact Pat Magee, 
Adult Education Chair.

There is no class on Oct. 25 (Con-
gregational Meeting).

Sept 13:  Back to Church School 
Day  [see article, page 1]

Sept 20:  Sermon Talkback, with the 
Rev. Dr. Ken Henry

Sept 27:  Introduction to Handbells 
at Stone Church, with Jean Raby, 
Handbell Choir Director

Oct. 4:  Current Situation in the 
San José Presbytery, with the 
Rev. Joey Lee, Executive Presbyter

During the past year, nine churches 
have left the San José Presbytery (and 
the PCUSA). Will more churches be 
leaving the Presbytery? Are the remain-
ing 34 churches increasing or losing 
membership? Is the Presbytery in good 
financial shape? What is the future for 
the Presbytery? 

Oct. 11:  Historical/Genealogical 
Research in Scotland, with Gail Chaid

Join us for a discussion of Scottish 
heritage, history, and genealogy. Gail 
Chaid attended a conference in Edin-
burgh for ten days, then traveled for 
ten more days to her ancestral lands 

with a genealogist tour guide. Places 
visited included Perthshire, Inverness, 
Culloden, Skye and Iona. Many of you 
have been to Scotland, and we welcome 
your insights on Scottish heritage.

Oct. 18:  Discussion with Sushma 
Ramswami, Peacemaker

Sushma Ramswami is the communica-
tions secretary for the Church of North 
India. Based in New Delhi, she leads an 
ecumenical communication network 
and serves as the denomination’s sec-
retary of national issues, organizing ral-
lies, walks, and conferences, such as the 
Christian Conference of Asia. Sushma 
is among several Christian leaders who 
will be visiting the U.S. this fall as part 
of an International Peacemakers visit.

Adult Study Features Handbells, Scotland, Peacemaking, and More!

This month, when we think of 
school, home, and family, we’re happy 
to announce a new Parenting shelf in 
the Children’s Library. It holds lots of 
interesting ideas (as does the Family sec-
tion in our regular library).

For a complete listing of all library 
books, go to the Stone Church webpage 
(stonechurch.org/Library).

      - Sue Williams, Library Coordinator

For our younger 
ones and parents

Baby Bird’s First Nest 
by Frank Asch (1st Bks 
Asc) 

The Grumpy Morning 
by Pamela Edwards 
(1st Bks Edw)  

Ruby the Copycat by 
Peggy Rathmann (J 
Rat), given by the Rob-
erts/Frohlich family 

The Magic School 
Bus on the Ocean 
Floor by Joanna 

Cole (J 591 Col)
The House I Live In: 

At Home in America 
by Isadore Seltzer (J 
728 Sel) 

Children & Prayer: 
A Shared Pilgrimage by 
Betty Cloyd (ChL-Fam 
248 Clo), given by 
Claudia 
Hamm

For Your 
Children: 

Creating Communities of 
Faith in Our Families by 

M a r t h a 
B e t t i s 
Gee (ChL-Fam 248 Gee) 
   Teaching Your Children 
Values by Linda & Rich-
ard Eyre (ChL-Fam 649 
Eyr)

Adult additions in 
Lincoln House

Convictions: How I 
Learned What Matters 

Most by 
Marcus 
B o r g 
(230 Bor), given by 
Charlotte Dickson

Creativity: Where the 
Divine 
& the 
Human 

Meet by Matthew Fox 
(291.2 Fox)

The Muslim Next Door 
by Sumbul Ali-Karama-
li (297 Ali)

Muhammad:  A 
Prophet for Our Time 
by Karen Armstrong 
(297.6 Arm)

Words for Teachers to 
Live By illust. by Mary 
Engelbreit (370 Eng), 
given by Fran Cole 

New to our spe-
cial collections

Monkey Girl: Evo-
lution, Education, 
Religion & the Battle 

for America’s Soul by 
Edward Humes (Ecol 
231.7 Hum), given by 
Pat Magee 

Payback (Debt and 
the Shadow Side of 
Wealth) by Margaret 

Atwood (Soc. Iss. 306 
Atw) 

Every Crooked Nanny 
by Mary Kay Andrews 
(Fic And)

Church Library Has a New “Parenting” Shelf in Children’s Library

https://www.stonechurch.org/Library


Wedding Shower for Irene!
Women and girls of Stone Church, 

put Saturday, Oct. 17, at 2 pm, on 

your calendar so you can come to 

a party to wish Irene well in her  

marriage. Watch for details in the 

October “Stone News.” For infor-

mation or to help, contact Carrie 

Giorgianni or Rhonda Lakatos.
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You are invited to a “Sew-In 
Day,” to make simple dresses for 
little girls in Africa, on Saturday, 
Oct. 10, from 9:30 am to 1 pm, in 
the Social Hall.

Little Dresses for Africa is a 501c3 
Christian organization that pro-
vides relief to children in Africa. 
The dresses are distributed through 
orphanages, schools, and churches 
to plant the idea, in the hearts of 
little girls, that they are worthy!

The dresses are simple, made 
from washable cottons without 
fasteners. Patterns are for two 
styles: the tie-shoulder and the 
peasant with elastic neck. Sizes 
are 2 to 12. The fabric required is 

42 inches wide, in lengths from 20 to 
38 inches. 

Collect your fabric pieces, thread, 
elastic, bias tape, and other deco-
rations, and bring your portable 
sewing machine and scissors. 

Come even if you’ve never 
sewn before. These dresses are 
simple enough to learn to sew in 
one lesson.

Plan to be there on October 10! 
We’ll join others in changing lives, 
one dress at a time! 

Sign-ups will begin in mid-Sep-
tember.

For more information, contact 
the coordinator, Evelyn Tower.

                          - Claudia Hamm

A common theme in all spiritual 
traditions is the importance of ser-
vice as a vital part of a spiritual prac-
tice. The idea is that generosity and 
service are part of a path to profound 
satisfaction and well-being both 
for ourselves and those we serve. 
   Psychologists have known for years 
that those who give to others have 
a higher level of life satisfaction. 
However, for many, figuring out 
how to “serve” others is a some-
what baffling process.

At Stone Church, we are fortu-
nate to be part of a vibrant com-
munity that not only welcomes all, 
but provides us with many oppor-
tunities to serve others. There are 
obvious things like being an Elder 
or a Deacon or joining a commit-

tee. But those are not the only ways 
to serve. The opportunity I speak 
of here is that of being an usher at 
Sunday service. Ushers welcome 
those who come to Stone, adding 
to the welcoming atmosphere for 
all who attend.

Sometimes people think of ser-
vice as “serious” and not very fun. 
Ushering can be a warm, gracious, 
and generous way to connect with 
others in our community. The good 
thing is that you don’t even have to 
be a member to participate.

If serving in this way calls to you, 
please contact Kathleen O’Brien or 
Kathy Stark.

We would love to have you join us!               
                       

                       - Kathleen O’Brien

The Stone Church Men’s Mission & 
Ministry is co-sponsoring a rebuilding 

site, on Oct. 24, with 
Rebuilding Togeth-
er Silicon Valley  
(RTSV).

We are inviting any 
and all Stone Church 
members and friends 
to help with this event. 
We need a broad range 
of skills, so whether or 

not you can swing a hammer, join us. 
Rehabilitating the homes of low income 

and disabled home owners is the focus of 
RTSV, and this is particularly important 
as affordable housing disappears.

If you would like to talk with people 
about their experience last spring with 
RTSV, seek out 
Della Smith, Mau-
reen Chandler (pic-
tured above), Julia 
Roberts (pictured 
at right), Craig 
Murphey, David 
McCreath, Jea-
nette Rapp, or Bill 
Ribble.

If you can help, sign up before Sept. 30 
on the RTSV website (rtsv.civicore.
com/index.php?section=volunteerAppl
ication&action=new). Be sure to select 
“Stone Church Fall 2015” as your group, 
and indicate your skill levels. RTSV will 
assign our project partially based on the 
skill set of the group.            - Bill Ribble

“Sew-In Day” - Little Dresses for Africa

An Opportunity for Service & Community

Rebuilding Together
Silicon Valley

http://rtsv.civicore.com/index.php?section=volunteerApplication&action=new
http://rtsv.civicore.com/index.php?section=volunteerApplication&action=new
http://rtsv.civicore.com/index.php?section=volunteerApplication&action=new
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With the departure of several congre-
gations from the San José Presbytery, 
Stone Church has begun attracting 
visitors whose churches are leaving the 
PCUSA, but who, themselves, wish to 
remain in a PCUSA church.

That was the focus of a discussion 
at Session’s August meeting, which 
allowed Elders to brainstorm ideas 
about the best way to minister to 
fellow Presbyterians who may be look-
ing for a new congregation or may 
simply need a place to express their 
feelings of disappointment.

The Session reached no consensus 
on how to approach this ministry 
except to agree that this should be 
a priority for our congregation and 
that Session should revisit this issue 
in September. [Editor’s note: On 
Oct. 4, an Adult Study class with the 
Rev. Joey Lee will address this issue, 
as well; see page 3.]

In other business, Mel Goertz, Ste-
phen Stock, and Steve Nelson were 
elected to fill three of Stone’s four 
commissioner slots at San José Pres-
bytery meetings. The fourth slot will 
be filled in September.

Three items involving expenditures 
were also taken up:

The purchase of two external 
backup hard drives for the 
church’s computer system was 
approved at a price not to exceed 
$225. The money will come from 
the Weddings and Memorials 
Fund. A line item for computer 
maintenance will be added to 
future budgets.
A rent increase for the Vivace 
Youth Chorus, which uses our 
facilities for rehearsals, was 
approved. The new rates are $30 
for “per room” use and $280 for 
sanctuary use, each representing 
a $5 increase.
The revenue from the Vivace 
increases will cover payments for 
substitute choir directors.

And lastly, a workday for committees 
to clean out junk from their meeting 
rooms will be scheduled in October. 

                      - Jody Meacham, Elder

T

T

T

Session Considers
Visitors from

“Departing Churches”

Marilyn Borst spoke about the 
work being done through the 
church in Syria and Iraq at the 
July 18 opening evening meeting of 
the New Wilmington Mission Con-
ference. The overwhelming mes-
sage of her talk was “Christ wins,” a 
theme that echoed throughout the 
twenty minutes she spoke.

Borst continued to speak about 
Syria and the glimpses of hope and 
faith she has seen in the country 
that contains only 18 Presbyterian 
churches and 9 ordained pastors. 
With half of the country’s popu-
lation displaced, she said there is 
much turmoil due to war and the 
threat of ISIS and civil war.

Borst had words of encourage-
ment for those in the struggle and 
those who support them: “Who has 
remained in place in Syria? What 
has remained in place in Syria? The 
church has remained in place in Syria.” 
     In the city of Homs, the Presbyteri-
an Church was badly damaged. “But 
once again, it was only the building 
and not the congregation that was 
damaged,” she said. The pastor of 
the church in Homs, Rev. Moufid 
Karijeeli, gained a reputation as the 
“brave pastor.” Through the war, his 
congregation was scattered to other 
parts of Homs and even to other 
parts of Syria. But he traveled to 
each of his congregants, regardless of 
their location, to be able to continue 
to minister to them.

Borst told of Syrian siblings Yaqub 
and Mathild pursuing theological 
education. Yaqub attended Near 
East School of Theology to become 
a pastor, and Mathild is there now. 
Through the war, she says they both 
stood firm in their faith and helped 
the church to continue. Their family 
has since sought safety in Canada, 
urging them to come.

“God had not given me a message for 
Canada,” Mathild countered. “God 
has given me a message for Syria.” 
     Thanks to the Rev. David McCreath 
for providing this article, from the 
PCUSA website, to The Stone News.

The Membership & Communication 
Committee has ordered fifteen black 
aprons with the new Stone Church logo 

for kitchen use.
We thought it would be 

a nice touch for the Dea-
cons who serve at Memo-
rial receptions, for Coffee 

Fellowship servers, and for all the other 
events we hold in the Social Hall. 

Please use the aprons, but return them 
to the kitchen clean and ready for the 
next event. We will have a few aprons 
available for sale at $15 each. Please 
contact Carrie Giorgianni if you want 
to purchase one.

This fall, M&C will be offering many 
new items with the Stone Church logo. 
Watch the Weekly Update for details.

         - Carrie Giorgianni, M&C Chair

Hope Despite War:
Marilyn Borst
Speaks about

Church in Syria

M&C to Provide “Logo” 
Aprons for Events

Watching a Girl Feed Ducks
by Ken Henry
Each morning, 
she takes bread with her
to feed the ducks
at the side of the road
While cars, like mine, zip by,
she carries bread crumbs, two-fistedly,
her body angular and tilted,
her feet shuffling and kicking at 
pieces of gravel.
A caregiver watches her go.
She drives the girl to this
very spot everyday.
She’s turned away from me,
so I cannot see the duck feeder’s face.
But I can imagine.
There is a far away look in her eyes,
like she’s searching for someone.
And as the ducks waddle towards her,
looking like school children lining up
for lunch,
she smiles.
It only takes a few minutes,
But in this time, a time
when ducks are fed,
the girl breathes
a sigh of relief.
She will return tomorrow
and the next day and the next.
And they will always be there for her– 
Such good and reliable friends.
And they will always wait for her
And she will always come.
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... for it is God who is at work in you, 
enabling you both to will and to work for 
his good pleasure.               - Phil. 2:13

August Brunch Report
There was a great turnout for 

our August Brunch and Panel 
Discussion.

Thank you for your donations 
to the YWCA Domestic Violence 
Program.

2015 “Horizons” Bible Study 
Kickoff, Sept. 19, at SFTS

Everyone is welcome to the 2015 
Horizons Bible Study kickoff event.

The Bible Study this year is Come 
to the Waters, and the author, Judy 
Record Fletcher, will be the speaker 
at the event.

We will go from the “Waters of 
Chaos” in Genesis to the “River of 
Life” in Revelation.

What a great opportunity to explore 
the Bible through its “Waters.”

The event will be held Sept. 19, 
from 10 am to 3 pm, at San Fran-
cisco Theological Seminary (105 
Seminary Road, San Anselmo, CA  
94960).

To register, contact Su Hanson 
(415.451.2800).

The cost is $35 and includes 
lunch.

Get on board! Bible Study and 
Book Groups start up again this 
September. Come join in!

New Evening Book Group 
Forming

Michelle Walters is starting anoth-
er evening Book Group. 

If you are interested, please con-
tact Michelle.

Could You Help with Hot 
Lunches for Women in Need?

Would you be interested in help-
ing to provide a hot lunch for home-
less women? 

The Women’s Gathering Place, a 
daytime shelter for homeless women 
at First Presbyterian Church in 
downtown San José, provides meals 
for women in need on Mondays and 
Wednesdays starting at 12:15 pm.

If you could help, please contact 
Claudia Hamm.

Save These Dates
On Oct. 10, we will have another 

sewing opportunity for “Little Dress-
es for Africa.” [See article, page 4.]

On Nov. 14, there will be Coffee 
and Mission activities. More infor-
mation is coming soon.

Keep an eye out for the new flyers 
for the Women of Stone Church!!

PW Calendar for September
Amethyst Bible Circle, Sept. 2, 

1 pm, Church Library. Contact Jan 
Keifer.

Emerald Bible Circle, Sept. 3, 
9:30 am, Fran Cole’s home.

Lunch Bunch, 11:30 am, Sept. 8, 
Taiwan Restaurant, 1306 Lincoln 
Ave. Contact Ida Raby.

Coordinating Team Meeting, 
Sept. 10, 9:30 am, Social Hall.

Fair Trade Coffee & Chocolate 
Sales, Sept. 13, during Coffee Fel-
lowship.

Sapphire Bible Circle, Sept. 14, 
7:30 pm, Maureen Searing’s home.

Book Group II, 2:30 pm, Sept. 21, 
Karen Scott’s home, discussing 
All the Light We Cannot See, by 
Anthony Doerr.

Prayer Shawl Ministry, Sept. 26, 
1-3 pm, Linda Hagan’s home.

Book Group I, 1 pm, Sept. 28, 
Hazel James’ home.

                              - Joyce Summers

Women’s Activities
at Stone Church

The Men’s Mis-
sion & Ministry 
group at Stone 
Church includes 
a mission work 
team, a book 
group, a flying 
group, and wine- 
and beer-making 
groups.

For more information about any of 
these activities, contact the Rev. Dr. 
David McCreath, Parish Associate.

Working Fellowship For Everyone 
at Camp Daybreak, Sept. 19

The Men’s Mission & Ministry 
group invites you to join us for a day 
of work and fellowship at Camp Day-

break in the Santa 
Cruz Mountains 
on Sept. 19.

All are welcome 
(male, female, 
young, and old) as 

we work to clean up the creek run-
ning through this camp that serves 
the Bay Area.

We plan to be at Daybreak 
most of the day, and lunch will be 
served. If you are able to be there 
the whole day, or perhaps for 
lunch and afternoon work, come 
join us. RSVP to Leland Wong. 

Men’s Book Group to Discuss 
“Deep Down Dark,” Sept. 21

The Men’s Book Group will meet 
Sept. 21, at 7 pm, 
at the home of 
Steve Buckley.

The book for 
discussion is Deep 
Down Dark: The 
Untold Stories of 
33 Men Buried in a 
Chilean Mine, and 
the Miracle That 
Set Them Free, by 
Héctor Tobar. All men of the church 
are welcome to attend.

Rebuilding Together Silicon 
Valley,  Oct. 24

The Men’s Mission & Ministry 
group is co-sponsoring a rebuild-
ing site on Oct. 24 with Rebuilding 
Together Silicon Valley (RTSV). [See 
article, page 4.]

Men’s
Mission & 
Ministry
at Stone 
Church
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Dan & Jean Raby, 
Mary Burfine and 

Charlotte Pizzo at 
Summer Sing

This year, because my wife 
Jean was already at Zephyr 
attending a Handbell Confer-
ence, Bill Ribble flew me to 
South Lake Tahoe so I could 
attend the Summer Sing. 
Thank you, Bill.

Joining us at the “Sing” 
were Mary Burfine and Char-
lotte Pizzo. We love to sing 
praises with a large choir. 
This is always a very spiritual 
and exciting experience. We 
learned nine anthems, which 
we performed for the Sunday 
service. It’s always fun to see 
friends who return every 
summer and also to meet new 
people who love to sing. 

After the service and lunch, 
we packed up and left for 
Burney Falls where we spent 

two days enjoying the scen-
ery and a visit to the beautiful 
falls. Then it was off to smoky 
Ashland, where we toured the 
town for two days and also saw 
three Shakespeare plays. Jean 
did all the driving, including 
the almost 400-mile trip home 
from Ashland with a stop in 
Redding for a late lunch.

Thank you Lord for melodies 
and harmonies. For voices of 
every pitch. Thank you for com-
posers and poets, for instruments 
and musicians. Thank you for 
ears to hear and minds to com-
prehend the gift that was given 
so long ago, and the gifts you still 
give today. As your song of peace 
rings out through everything we 
say and do, bless this time we 
shared together.      - Dan Raby

Stone Church Worship
And Picnic in the Park
photos courtesy of Dan Raby and Jody Meacham
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The Stone Church Trail Walkers’ next 
outing is planned for Sept. 19, from 9 am to 
noon, at Sanborn County Park in the cool 
redwoods above Lexington Reservoir.

Many of you know Sanborn Park, which 
is usually reached from Highway 9 above 
Saratoga. But there is also a “back door” to 
Sanborn Park – off Black Road as you drive 
into the Santa Cruz Mountain redwoods 
above Lexington Reservoir.

Our hike will take us along a wide, level 
trail in Sanborn Park, through a shady red-
wood forest to Ranch Lake. After two miles, 
there are a couple of picnic tables where 
we can take a break and have a snack. The 
round trip will total four miles.

Parking at the trailhead is very limited, 
so it is important that most of us carpool 
from the church. Carpoolers should plan to 
leave the church at 8:15 am. No restrooms 
are available, so plan ahead.

Hope to see you there! Sign up at Coffee 
Fellowship on Sept. 5 and 12.

For more information, contact Alice Bailey or 
Steve Stark.

Stone Church Trail Walkers Plan Hike
To Ranch Lake At Sanborn County Park

Where is home?
Where is our true home?
We want to know. 
Is home in the ocean or on land?
Is home located in some 
far away distant country
or among the people we love?
From the start, You’ve told us 
home is wherever You are.
Before the mountains erupted,
pouring out their fiery liquids, 
before the earth’s plates collided
into land masses,
You have been calling to us:
“Come home!” You shout.
(You almost sound angry)
“Olly Olly Oxen Free!”
“Come home!”
And some day, but not too soon,
we will come.
We’ll come running in from playing
a long game of kick-the-can.
We’ll come bursting through the 
front door, sweating and grinning,
but like I said,
not too soon.
You tell us, “A thousand years
in your eyes are like yesterday.”
You tell us time is on the wing
and tomorrow is gone before we
even open our eyes.
We have only 70, 80, 90 years, 
maybe more.
How quickly it flies!
But one morning,
like a college student
home for the summer
and shouldering his duffle bag,
you will see us walking up the road,
and you will extend your arms toward
us and greet us with a bear hug.
And in that moment, 
we’ll turn to you, 
with tears of laughter 
streaming down
our faces –
‘We’re home,” 
we’ll whisper in Your ear.
“We’re finally home.”
And You will 
squeeze us, 
tighter.

Where is Home?
by Ken Henry

Based on Psalm 90 and
a friend who once told me
his home was in the ocean.

Photos from last month’s Baylands hike  - courtesy of Maureen Chandler
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