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For over 45 years, three Deodar 
cedars (Latin: Cedrus deodara) have 
been growing in the backyard of 
Stone Church of Willow Glen. 
Unfortunately, their success in 
thriving and overcoming the ele-
ments has led the Session to deter-
mine that they now threaten the 
foundation of Lincoln House.

It’s also possible, with the right 
conditions and a strong gust of 
wind, that one of their massive 
branches could snap off, causing 
great damage. Thus, on Aug. 10, 
our lovely historic trees will be 
taken down. It’s sad. It’s been a long 
process of study and concern. And 
now, it has become necessary.

Of course, years ago, when these 
Deodar cedars were first planted, 
I’m sure the arborist, along with 
church members, never dreamed 

such cute Christmas trees would 
one day extend their girder-like 
branches over sidewalks and roof-
tops. Indeed, if you look closely at 
the base of Lincoln House, their 
powerful roots have begun to crack 
the walls surrounding my office.

While writing this article, I found 
out that these trees are native to 
the Himalayas. No wonder they 
grew to become such towering 
giants. FYI, the Latin deodara 
means divine, and they have cer-
tainly lived up to that name. 
    After the trees have been removed, 
there are plans to replace them with 
new trees. Also, some folks at Stone 
Church may use some of the wood 
for creating something sturdy and 
long lasting.  [See article, page 4.] 
  Imagine what these trees have 
witnessed in days gone by: They’ve 
watched church school children 
racing across the backyard. They 
oversaw the remodeling of the 
Social Hall and Lincoln House. 
They watched several pastors racing 
toward the sanctuary – sermon in 

hand. They have faithfully provided 
their ample shade against the hot 
summer sun.

So join with me in giving thanks 
to God for these divine friends. 
We’ll miss them. We’ll miss their 
generous contribution to the natu-
ral beauty of our church grounds.

i thank You God for most this amazing day: 
for the leaping greenly spirits of trees ... 
                          E. E. Cummings (1950)

Saying Goodbye 
To Our 

Divine Friends
by Rev. Dr. Ken Henry

Stone Church 
Youth Take on 

The Windy City!
by Rev. Irene Pak

The Stone Church Youth Mission 
Trip members are back!

On July 5, seven youth, Emma 
Brand, Julia Lohman, Ben McDaid, 
Madison McManus, Aaron McNe-
lis, Elle Nilson, and Olivia Van 
den Bosch, and two adults, Kath-
leen Oliver and I, traveled to Chi-
cago to start our mission journey. 
  On July 11, we returned – most 
of us in good health, some with a 
cold. But I believe we all came back 
closer as a community, stretched 
out of our comfort zones, and more 
aware of injustices that take place, 
not only in Chicago, but also here 
in our own city. [cont. on page 2] 
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              [cont. from page 1]
We stayed at Fourth Presbyterian 

Church in downtown Chicago, sur-
rounded by shopping malls, office 
buildings, and condo towers. It was 
probably the nicest accommodation 
anyone could have for a mission trip, 
with showers on site, and cots avail-
able to us. But we also learned about 
the segregation in the city and the his-
tory and the laws that created it in the 
first place.

Martin Luther King, Jr., was known 
to say that Chicago is the most seg-
regated city in the U.S., and it was 

apparent especially as we took public 
transportation all week. Simply riding 
on the Red Line train from north to 
south clearly showed the division.

We also learned about food justice 
issues and worked in an urban garden 
on the south side of Chicago one day. 
It showed us the immense difference 
between where we were staying in down-
town and other parts of Chicago.

Some of the other things we did 
included cooking and serving dinner 
at Lincoln Park Community Shelter, 
and then sitting among the homeless 
folks we served and eating and talking 
with them. We played with kids at a 
summer program. We made hundreds 
and hundreds of beds at a homeless 
shelter to prepare for the guests who 
would come that night. We worked in 
an urban garden and did crafts with 
seniors in a care facility.

We also got to explore Chicago and 
do some fun touristy things as well. 
We came back closer as a youth group 
and as friends.

Finally, I know that we all want to say, 
“THANK  YOU, THANK  YOU, THANK   
YOU,” for all of your prayers and finan-
cial support that made this happen. 
    I believe that it takes a whole congre-
gation to nurture their young people in 
faith, and the youth understood your 
generosity, which made this happen so 
easily for them.

We hope to give a fuller report to the 
congregation soon. In the meantime, 
talk to these young people and hear 
their stories! Thank you again.

Stone Church 
Youth Take on 

The Windy City!
by Rev. Irene Pak

Editor’s Note: Irene recently had 
an excellent article on the PCUSA 
website. Check it out! pcusa.org/
news/2015/7/15/regarding-ruling-
elders-ruling-elders-building-com/

https://pcusa.org/news/2015/7/15/regarding-ruling-elders-ruling-elders-building-com/
https://pcusa.org/news/2015/7/15/regarding-ruling-elders-ruling-elders-building-com/
https://pcusa.org/news/2015/7/15/regarding-ruling-elders-ruling-elders-building-com/
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Dr. Philip Clayton will be Stone’s 
next Henrietta Perdue Lecturer.

Dr. Clayton 
will speak on 
the topic, A 
New Church for 
a New World: 
Rethinking Theol-
ogy and Christian 
Community from 
the Ground Up. 
He will present 
three lectures: 
an overview on 

Friday evening, Nov. 6, and two talks 
on Saturday morning, Nov. 7. 

Dr. Clayton is the Ingraham 
Professor at Claremont School of 
Theology in Claremont, California. He 
has taught or held research professor-
ships at Williams College, California 
State University, Harvard Univer-
sity, Cambridge University, and the 
University of Munich.

Dr. Clayton’s research focuses on 
biological emergence, religion and 
science, process studies, and contem-
porary issues in ecology, religion, and 
ethics. He is the recipient of multiple 
research grants and international lec-
tureships, as well as the author of 
numerous books, including The Problem 

of God in Modern Thought (2000), In 
Quest of Freedom: The Emergence of Spirit 
in the Natural World (2009), Transform-
ing Christian Theology: For Church and 
Society (2009), and The Predicament of 
Belief: Science, Philosophy, and Christian 
Minimalism (2011).

You can listen to several talks by Dr. 
Clayton on YouTube.com. Of particu-
lar interest for the forthcoming Perdue 
lectures: The Faces of Radical Religion 
in the Early 21st Century; A Challenge 
to Pat Robertson, Bishop Spong.. & Ste-
phen Colbert, and How Can We Talk 
about God.

   - Pat Magee, Adult Education Chair

Philip Clayton, Henrietta Perdue Lecturer, “A New Church for a New World”

Let’s enjoy some books with unusual 
titles this month! To see a listing of most 
of the library, go to the Stone Church 
webpage (stonechurch.org/Library).

      - Sue Williams, Library Coordinator

For our younger 
members

Farm Flu by Teresa 
Bateman (1st Bks Bat)

Tree Girl by T.A. 
Barron (J Bar) 

Jeremy 
Thatcher, Dragon Hatch-
er by Bruce Coville 
(J Cov) 

B a b y 
B a b k a , 
the Gor-
g e o u s 
Genius by Jane Zalben 
(J Zal)

What to Do When You 
Grumble Too Much: A 
Kid’s Guide to Overcoming 

Nega-
tivity by Dawn Hueb-
ner (J-Spec Needs 155 
Hue)

T h e 
Incor -
rigible 
C h i l -
dren of 

Ashton Place: The Myste-
rious Howling by Mary-
rose Wood (YA Woo) 

Additions to our 
regular adult collection

The Prostitute in the 
Family Tree: Discover-
ing Humor and Irony in 
the Bible by Douglas 
Adams (220.6 Ada) 

The Way of the Wolf: The 
Gospel in New Images by 
Martin Bell (230 Bel) 

The Jesus Dynasty by 
James Tabor (232.9 Tab) 

Is Belief in God Good, 
Bad or Irrelevant? ed. by 
Preston Jones (261.2 

Jon)
Gaia 

& God: 
An Ecofeminist Theology of 
Earth Healing by Rosemary 
R a d -
f o r d 

Ruether (261.8 Rue)
How Good Do We 

Have to Be? by Harold 
Kushner (296.7 Kus)

The Expedition of the 
Donner Party and Its 
Tragic Fate by Eliza 
Donner Houghton 
(979 Hou)

New to our 
special collections

Giordano Bruno: 
Philosopher Heretic by 

Ingrid Rowland (Biog 
Bruno) 

The Road to Serfdom 
by F.A. Hayek (Soc Iss. 
3 3 8 
Hay)

Eunuchs for the King-
dom of Heaven: Women, 
Sexuality, and the Cath-
olic Church by Uta 

Ranke-Heinemann 
(Soc. Iss.- Sexuality 241 
Ran)

Hotel on the Corner of 
Bitter 
a n d 
Swee t 
b y 
Jamie 

Ford (F For)
Pigs in Heaven by 

Barbara Kingsolver 
(F Kin)

Offbeat Titles – Including Incorrigible Children! – in the Church Library

https://www.YouTube.com
https://www.stonechurch.org/Library
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Everyone is cordially invited to 
the August Brunch on Saturday, 
Aug. 15, from 9 am to noon. We 
hope this program will be interest-
ing and informative to everyone in 
the congregation.

In addition to a delicious brunch, 
you will have an opportunity to par-
ticipate in a discussion on “Shared 
Values Among Faiths,” featuring 
a panel from the Islamic Network 
Group (ING):

Jean Ramacciotti, Facilitator, a 
lay member of the Dominican 
Order of Preachers, with degrees 
from Creighton University and 
Graduate Theological Union, 
Berkeley.
David Marshak, representing 
the Jewish religion, from 
Walnut Creek and active in 
interfaith councils in Contra 
Costa County.
Nauman Azhar, representing 
the Muslim religion, from San 
José and active in interfaith 
events.
Joy Aspenall, representing the 
Christian religion, a Master 
Catechist for the Diocese of 
San José for 23 years and 

�

�

�

�

Faith Formation Coordinator at 
St. Martin of Tours Parish for 
15 years.

 
The panel will offer a brief over-

view of their beliefs and practices 
and the human and ethical values 
they share.

Join us to share your hopes, ques-
tions, and desires for a more harmo-
nious and peaceful world. 

You are also invited to bring 
new, full-sized items  for women, 
teens and children for the YWCA 
Domestic Violence Program. Sug-
gested items are: toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, dental floss, shampoo, 
hair conditioner, hairspray, hair gel, 
curling irons, blow dryers, combs 
and hairbrushes, soap, body wash, 
body lotions/moisturizers, deodor-
ant, washcloths, towels (hand and 
bath), underwear, feminine hygiene 
products, and cosmetics.

You can sign up for the brunch 
during Coffee Fellowship on  
Aug. 2 and 9, or contact June 
Tablak.

The Nursery will also be open 
at no cost, and reservations are 
not required.

                                 - Sally Magee

August Brunch to Feature Interfaith Panel
Discussing “Shared Values Among Faiths”

On Aug. 10, Stone Church must 
sadly say goodbye to three long-
term residents (trees) living next to 
Lincoln House.

These Deodar cedars, though tall 
and majestic, have root systems that 
are damaging the foundation of 
Lincoln House. The Building and 
Grounds Committee worked with 
the city to get permits and contractors 
to quote on the removal. Our City 
Forest will work with Stone to replace 
these cedars with six trees that will 
provide appropriate shade and have 
less invasive root systems.

To “honor” our cedars, the limbs 
from at least one full tree (around a 
cord of wood) will be cut into manage-
able sections to be used for firewood 
(we will have a workday and rent a log 
splitter). The firewood will be made 
available to all members and possibly 
to the immediate neighborhood.

Other large sections of the trees 
will be saved and milled into lumber 
that can be used by members of the 
congregation to create various items 
of furniture (possibly a lectern).

We will also save a large amount of 
the mulch from the chipper to use in 
our landscaping, as well as offering it 
to any interested members.

Please let us know of any other 
ideas that you might have to honor 
these trees.

The tree crew will also trim and 
clean all other trees on our church 
property and give them a good, deep 
fertilizing.

                        - Mary-Stone Bowers
                             and Steve Nelson

Hug a Tree “Goodbye”

Stone’s Garden Gnomes are 
delighted to have the expertise of 
our treasured master helper, José 
Uchicua, who meets with us once a 
month on Saturdays, but we could 
use more members.

José is pictured here with 
“gnomes” Jeanette Rapp and 
Ann Pierce.

Please contact Kate Wheatley 
for more information or if you are 
interested in helping.

Can You Help the
“Garden Gnomes”?
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Mark your calendar for 10 am, 
Sunday, Aug. 23, when we will 
worship and picnic together on the 
beautiful grounds of History Park at 
Kelley Park, in San José.

As a “green” church, we ask you 
to bring your own plates, utensils, 

beverage containers, and napkins.
Sign up during Coffee Fellow-

ship beginning Aug. 2. Maps show-
ing the way to History Park will be 
provided.

  - Pat Magee, Membership & 
            Communications Committee

Stone Church’s two bodies of 
ordained leaders – the Session and 
the Deacons – held a joint meeting 
earlier this month to get to know 
each other better, review their roles 
in church government, and discuss 
the importance of what is now 
called extended communion.

Under the Book of Order, the 
constitution of the Presbyterian 
Church USA, the Session is com-
posed of Ruling Elders elected by 
the congregation and Teaching 
Elders, who are our pastors. Elders’ 
ministry, broadly defined in the 
Book of Order is “discernment of 
God’s Spirit and governance of 
God’s people.”

Deacons’ ministry is “one of com-
passion, witness, and service, shar-
ing in the redeeming love of Jesus 
Christ for the poor, the hungry, 
the sick, the lost, the friendless, 
the oppressed, those burdened by 
unjust policies or structures, or 

anyone in distress.”
The Rev. Irene Pak led an exer-

cise at the meeting in which each 
Deacon or Ruling Elder introduced 
herself or himself and then talked 
about a place that was special in 
their lives.

The Rev. Dr. David McCreath, 
our parish associate, led the discus-
sion about extended communion (for-
merly known as home communion) 
in which Deacons and Elders visit 
members who cannot attend ser-
vices on communion Sundays to 
extend to them the scripture read-
ings, sermon message, and bread 
and wine.

Part of the discussion was the 
sharing of what that experience is 
like, by Elders and Deacons who 
have served extended communion to 
shut-ins, with newly elected mem-
bers who will do so for the first 
time during their terms.

                  - Jody Meacham, Elder

Session & Deacons Hold Joint Meeting,
As Required by “Book of Order”

Stone’s Annual Fun-Filled Worship and
Picnic at History Park Coming Aug. 23

On tip toe, 
I approach with
tennis-shoed feet 
to photograph
an emerald green frog 
posing on a sun drenched rock
beside the lake.

As my iPhone camera
bears down 
on his position,
I fear 
the moment
will be lost.

A snapping twig 
will sound the alarm 
causing his legs to
flex and reflex,
propelling him back
into the water,

Still, it appears 
this frog
wants company – 
human as I am.
I stretch out on the bank
beside him.
“Take as many
photos as you like,”
he seems to say to me.

“Brother Frog,” I say
“You should be more careful.”
Brother Frog takes no notice of me.
He is deep in silent prayer.
He has descended to
some deep pond place,
where frogs go
when they want 
to be left 
alone.

Brother Frog
A poem by Ken Henry
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We women of Stone Church are not 
totally idle during the summer. We 
continue to support the mission of the 
church worldwide and locally.

Everyone is Welcome at the August 
Brunch and Panel on “Shared Values 
Among Faiths”

The entire congregation is invited 
to a Brunch and Panel Discussion on 
“Shared Values Among Faiths,” on 
Aug. 15, from 9 am until noon. 
[See article, page 4.]

Box Tops for Education to be 
Presented at August Brunch

The collection of Box Tops for Educa-
tion will be presented to Della Smith’s 
pre-kindergarten class and school, 
K.R. Smith, at the August Brunch.

Please continue to bring your coupons 
to the box located under the library 
book cart or to the church office. Come 
hear how the school uses them to enrich 
the children’s experiences.

Horizons Bible Study, “Come to 
the Waters”

Feeling spiritually thirsty? Could you 
find the time to explore scripture, from 
Genesis to Revelation, that illustrates 
examples of faith using water stories?

The Horizons Bible Study for 2015-
2016 is Come to the Waters, by Judy 
Record Fletcher, with suggestions for 
leaders by Larissa Kwong Abazia.

Study on your own, join a friend with 
whom to study, or join one of our Bible 
Study Circles.

A copy of the Horizons Bible Study is 
available in our church library.

Bible Study Circles to Start Meeting 
Again in September

Amethyst Bible Study meets the first 
Wednesday of the month (Sept. 2) at 
1 pm. Contact Jan Keifer. 

Emerald Bible Study meets the first 
Thursday of the month (Sept. 3) at 
9:30 am. Contact Jutta Sargent. 

Sapphire Bible Study meets the 
second Monday of the month (Sept. 14) 
at 7:30 pm. Contact Sheri Cunningham. 

PW Calendar for August
Fair Trade Coffee & Chocolate Sales, 

Aug. 9, during Coffee Fellowship
Lunch Bunch, 11:30 am, Aug. 11, 

Taiwan Restaurant, 1306 Lincoln Ave. 
Contact Ida Raby

Coordinating Team Meeting, Aug. 13. 
9:30 am, Social Hall.

August Brunch/Panel Discussion, 
9 am to noon, Social Hall, Aug. 15. Every-
one in the church, and friends, are invited. 
  Book Group I, 1 pm, Aug. 24, 
Hazel James’ home, discussing 
At the Waters Edge, by Sarah Gruen.

                                   - Joyce Summers

Presbyterian
Women

The Men’s 
Ministr y of 
Stone Church 
includes a mis-
sion work team, 
a book group, 
a flying group, 

and wine- and beer-making 
groups.

For more information about 
any of these activities, contact 
the Rev. Dr. David McCreath, 
Parish Associate.

Men’s Ministry Breakfast, 
Social Hall, Aug. 8

The “summer edition” of our 
Men’s Ministry Breakfast will 
be held in the Social Hall on 
Aug. 8, from 8:30 to 9:30 am.

Come to meet friends old 
and new, and to learn about the 
interesting habits and hobbies 
of Stone Men.

Men’s Mission Team to Clean 
Up Camp Daybreak, Sept. 19

The Men’s Mission Team 
will sponsor a creek cleanup at 

C a m p 
D a y -
break on 
Sept. 19. 
For more 
i n f o r -
mation, 

please contact Leland Wong.

Men’s Book Group to Discuss 
“Deep Down Dark,” Sept. 21

The Men’s Book Group 
is on summer vacation 
and will meet again on 
Sept. 21.

Steve Buck-
ley will host, 
and the book 
for discussion 
is Deep Down 
Dark: The 
Untold Stories 
of 33 Men 
Buried in a 
Chilean Mine, 
and the Miracle That Set Them 
Free, by Héctor Tobar.

Men’s
Ministry

Michelle 
Walters, 
Joyce 
Summers, 
Claudia 
Hamm, and 
Rosaleen 
Zisch at 
the PW 
gathering  in 
Minneapolis 
in June.
They were 
part of the 
1769 in 
attendance, 
with 34 
countries 
represented.
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The middle school girls “strike a pose” while making a most 
appreciated enchilada casserole for The Gathering Place 

women’s shelter

Stone
Church
doesn’t

Miss 
a Beat
in the

Summer!

One of Stone’s beautiful 
children during Worship

at left:  
The Trail Walkers 
at Pulgas Ridge 

Preserve
at right:   

Ken with the 
children in 

Worship
The Laying On 

of Hands

Irene with the children at Vacation Church School

Seven Stone Church ladies recently helped with “Sunday Friends” ... a program that helps folks “help themselves” with training on 
technology, financial planning, and more. Above left: Jeanette Rapp, Emily Meacham, Donna Bell, Karen Scott, June Tablak, Sharon 

Knox (our helpful organizer), and Ginny Barret. Above right: June Tablak helping the children with some creative work.
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The Stone Church Trail 
Walkers’ next outing is 
planned for Aug. 22, from 
9 am to noon, at The 
Baylands Nature Preserve in 
Palo Alto.

Baylands Preserve is the largest tract 
of undisturbed marshland remaining 
in the San Francisco Bay, with fifteen 
miles of trails providing access to a mix-
ture of fresh water and tidal habitats.

We will take a 4- to 5-mile walk along 
flat, wide gravel paths, and possibly 
boardwalk trails. Baylands is an excel-
lent place for birdwatching, so bring 
binoculars along if that interests you. 
Expect it to be windy! Restrooms are 
available, and parking and park admis-

sion are free of charge. Parking is lim-
ited, however, so those who can are 
encouraged to carpool from the church. 
   Hope to see you there! Sign up at 
Coffee Fellowship on Aug. 9 and 16.

There will be more information later 
about our hike on Sept. 19, but save 
the date! We will hike to Ranch Lake, 
part of Sanborn County Park.

For more information, please contact 
Alice Bailey or Steve Stark.

Stone Church
Trail Walkers 
Plan Hikes to 
Baylands and 

Ranch Lake
At Sanborn

County Park

The Trail Walkers had a wonderful time at Picchetti Ranch ... 
hiking and definitely “aprés-hiking”!

Psalm 27:1-6 – Paraphrased by Rev. Dr. Ken Henry

The Lord is the sun breaking on this new day. 
I have nothing to fear. 
I will make it through the night.

I know I’ll make it
Because the Lord has given me this hiding place, 
and no one is going to find me here,
not even my enemies.

And if they try, 
try to kill or hurt me, 
or seek me out,
aren’t they in for a surprise.

One day, my rival will be walking down the street
And suddenly she will feel off balance, 
and get tangled up in her feet,
and fall flat on her face.
 
Sure, he can wait for me; he can camp out all night.
He can think he has the upper hand,
But God is never, never going to hand me over.

Whatever happens to me,
One thing I know for sure:
On that great day in heaven 
I will sit down with God and God with me
And we’ll have a long conversation.
We’ll talk together about life’s ups and downs,
And we’ll do that forever. 
And God will answer all my questions, 
even my most difficult ones.

Indeed, there may be trouble all around me right now,
But as long as I can worship God, 
don’t worry about me, 
I am perfectly safe.

For even now, God sets me high above on a rock.
And I’m looking down and getting perspective
on my situation.
And I can already see that 
while trouble and grief last for a brief time
joy lasts forever.

http://www.stonechurch.org
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