THE STONE NEWS

June/Juy 2014

STONE CHURCH OF WILLOW GLEN, PRESBYTERIAN USA

A MOSAIC OF PEACE RESPONDING TO A CALL FOR PEACE IN ISRAEL/PALESTINE

Joyce Summers, Carrie Campbell, Rev. Irene Pak, Caryl Westerberg, and Marsha Wadley recently traveled
to the Holy Land to participate in a Presbyterian Peacemaking Conference (see article on' page 2).

DON'T LET LIFE
PASS YOU BY:
A SHORT STORY

IN TWO PARTS
by Rev. Dr. Ken Henry

Then Jesus said to him, “What
do you want me to do for you?”
The blind man said to him, “My
teacher, let me see again.” Jesus
said to him, “Go; your faith has
made you well.” Immediately he
regained his sight and followed
him on the way. [Mark 10:51-52]

Anthony De Mello, prolific writer
and speaker on spirituality, once
said, “The shortest distance between
a human being and the truth is a
story.” I love stories. I love storytelling.
I believe stories and storytelling, like

the story of how Jesus healed the blind
man, have the capacity to lead us to
a deeper truth about God and the
world. Stories have power. Stories are
what Jesus used to tell us about the
Kingdom of God. And stories can, if
we let them, reveal something about
ourselves. That’s why the Bible is full
of stories.

Don’t Let Life Pass You By,
Part II

They were already late for school.
As was par for the course on a
Monday morning, she was run-
ning late, driving and texting her
office mates that there was no
way on earth she would make the
8:30 am staff meeting.

Glancing in her rearview
mirror, she could see her five-
year-old daughter, Willow, tightly
strapped in her car seat like a
parachuter preparing to jump out

of a plane. Willow was her pride
and joy now - the energetic and
carefree inspiration she needed to
keep going.

“Yes, Jesus loves me,” Willow bliss-
fully sang staring out her passen-
ger window, “Yes, Jesus loves me. Yes,
Jesus loves me, the bible tells me so.”

She sang like she did in the chil-
dren’s choir at church, confident,
uninhibited, and with abandon.

“Yes, Jesus loves me. Yes, Jesus ...
Hey, Mommy! Isn’t that Timothy?”

The iPhone slipped from her
hands and rumbled across the
floor. Her heart stopped. She
almost didn’t brake in time, her
bumper dangerously close to the
Jag in front of her.

Timothy was the name she
hated most. It was the name that
was not spoken in the car - or at
any time.

[continued on page 6]
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A group of 108 Presbyterians gath-
ered from across the United States to
travel together for the Presbyterian
Peacemaking Conference held in
Israel/Palestine this year.

Rev. Irene Pak served on the plan-
ning team for the conference, and
four Stone Church members - Carrie
Campbell, Joyce Summers, Marsha
Wadley, and Caryl Westerberg - also
attended this life-changing event. We
traveled for a little over ten days, begin-
ning in Newark for orientation. We
then flew to Tel Aviv and stayed in
Jerusalem and Bethlehem, ending the
trip in Nazareth, in Galilee.

¥ O

A MOSAIC OF PEACE: RESPONDING TO A CALL FOR PEACE IN ISRAEL/PALESTINE

It was a whirlwind time together,
traveling to several holy sites: Mount of
Olives, Garden of Gethsemane, Church
of the Nativity, Church of the Holy
Sepulchre, a splash in the Jordan River,
and a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee.

But along with visits to holy sites,
this was much more than a pilgrimage
to the Holy Land.

We heard from several speakers,
both Israeli and Palestinian, who are
working for peace and justice in an
occupied land. We heard from rabbis
and Palestinian Christians, from Israeli
veterans, from Palestinians living in
refugee camps, from church leaders,

y;-.

and from renown peacemakers like
Archbishop Elias Chacour.

Needless to say, we came back with
hearts so full that we will need to con-
tinue to hold and process much.

We thank Stone Church for your
support to make this trip possible
through scholarships and prayer for
the participants who attended.

And you're invited to hear our stories
and see our pictures as we formulate
into words what we saw and experi-
enced and felt. On June 8 and June
15, we will lead the Adult Study fol-
lowing worship. Please join us to hear
our stories. - Rev. Irene Pak

At the Session meeting on May 20,
at 7 pm, the initial agenda appeared
simple, but the meeting turned out
to be quite full, lasting two hours.

The Session took time to remem-
ber three people in our congrega-
tion who have most recently died
and whose Services of Witness to the
Resurrection (that is, memorials) will
be held at Stone: Steve Raby (2 pm,
May 31), Catherine Amos (2 pm,
June 8), and Dulcie Janzen (2 pm,
June 29). Elders shared memories
and stories of all three.

The Session then discussed the
pros and cons of allowing outside
groups to rent/use our facilities. It
was MSC (moved, seconded, and
carried) to allow Co-Dependents
Anon. to use rooms 1 or 5, but only
when the church office is open.

SESSION REMEMBERS THREE MEMBERS, HEARS CORNERSTONE REPORT & MORE

The Session also discussed at
length the uses and ethics of social
media and creating links from the
church website to other non-profit
agencies and people within our con-
gregation. This will be an ongoing
discussion regarding how the inter-
net can further connect our mission
with on-line communities.

Larry Olmstead, Chair of the Cor-
nerStone Task Force, made a presen-
tation to the Session. The six people
on this Session-appointed task force
have been charged with discovering
the next great idea(s) for Stone. They
will host a churchwide event on June
27 to seek input and share their
ideas with the congregation.

The 2013 Audit Report was pre-
sented and accepted. A gift of an
electric scooter was accepted and

given to a church member. It was
MSC to adopt a Family Care Leave
Policy for Clergy and to hire a new
nursery assistant for Sunday morn-
ings, pending a background check.

There is no Session meeting in
July; however, the annual Session
retreat will be held at Janice and
Mel Goertz’s home on July 19, and
a business meeting will be convened
if necessary.

The Nominating Committee’s
work is complete, and new ruling
elders and deacons will be nomi-
nated for election at the June 1 Con-
gregational Meeting. We also gave
thanks for the ruling elders going off
Session who have given their time
and energy for the glory of God and
for the ministry of Stone Church
of Willow Glen. - Rew. Ken Henry
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ADULT STUDY: “MOSAIC” REPORT, KAREN HAGAN

Adult Study classes meet on Sunday
after Worship, in the Fireside Room,

from 11:15 am to 12:15 pm. Childcare
is available in the Nursery.

June 8 & 15: Report on “Mosaic of
Peace” Conference

The Rev. Irene Pak and four Stone
Church members - Caryl Westerberg,
Marsha Wadley, Carrie Campbell, and
Joyce Summers - participated in the
“Mosaic of Peace” Presbyterian Peace-
making Conference in Israel and Pal-
estine from April 28 to May 10.

On June 8 and 15, they will discuss
the conference and their hopes for the
future for peace in the Middle East.
Come see and hear about this life-
changing trip to the Holy Land.

[See also page 1 and page 2.}

June 29: The Rev. Karen Hagan
Webster is “Coming Home”

The Rev. Karen Hagan Webster grew
up at Stone and was confirmed and
ordained as a Presbyterian pastor here
in 2005. Karen is “coming home” to
visit her parents, Jim and Linda Hagan,
her brother David and his family, and
her Stone Church family. On June
29, she will share how her experiences
growing up at Stone significantly influ-
enced her own sense of call and, most
recently, her efforts to start a new non-
profit organization: the Healthy Semi-
narians-Healthy Church Initiative.

There is no Adult Study on June 1
(Congregational Meeting) or June 22
(Barbecue & Ice Cream Social). After
June 29, Adult Study will be on hiatus
until Sept. 7. - Pat Magee

For Miriam Rowan’s 93rd birthday, Laraine
Pitcher rgports “Mary Alice arranged for us to
be outside, brought cupcakes and presents ...

Donald Foster, Karen Scott, Claudia Hamm

and | also brought presents and balloons
to make the party complete. We later went
inside where Miriam played a few songs ...
yes, still from memory ... and we sang. It was
wonderful for Mary lice to put this together
- | believe it made Miriam very happy.”

CELEBRATE PENTECOST AND FATHERS DAY WITH A CHURCH LIBRARY BOOK!

Pentecost and Father’s Day relate to
some of our newest books. Our com-
mittee hopes you enjoy them!

- Sue Williams, Library Coordinator

For our younger
members
Grandmother’s

Pigeon by Louise
Erdrich (J Erd),

.-fu Hlllllllltli'l’.\. Fligoun

given by the Roberts
Frohlich family

Holly Hobbie (Read- S 0ast oo
Aloud ] Hob) 3 :
= . Katie’s Rose: A
Tale of Two Late
Bloomers by Karen
8 Gedig (J Ged),
given by Glen
Casner

Yolen (YA Yol) -
Sierra by Diane S8E
Siebert w1th pamtmgs

| by Wendell Minor
(J 808.81 Sie),
given by the
Roberts-Frohlich

Additions to our regu-
i lar adult collection
'_j Streams of Living Water:

‘:‘ Celebrating the Great Tra-

ditions of Christian Faith
by Richard Foster (248
Fos) e
The
Practice of the Presence
of God by Brother
Lawrence (248.4 Law),
given
by Ivan
Kolte

Here and Now: Living
| in the Spirit by Henri
Nouwen (248.4 Nou)
: Sab-[sasnpaTHh
e bath:
Restonng the Sacred
Rhythm of Rest by Wayne
MuHer (291 3 Mul)
: Ho w|
To Wake |
Up: A
Buddhist
Inspired Gmde to Navi-
gating Joy and Sorrow
by Toni

- A Bern-

hard(294 3 Ber), given by
Barbara Roberts

About Men: Reflections
on the Male Experience ed.
by Edward Klein & Don
Erickson (305 Kle)

g
ey |
I'\-'I"-.: ‘|I|| ER

New to our special
collections

All Men Are Brothers:
Autobiographical Reflec-
tions by Mahatma
Gandhi (B GANDHI)

GANDHI

(:}-l ISTOTHTR
REEVE

STILL ME

Still Me by Chris-
topher Reeve (Spec
Needs 362.4 Ree),
given by Mary Johnson

Transforming Loss: A
« | Poetic Journey through
. | Grief by Mary Jane
| Scott (Spec Needs-D

given By

by Claudia Hamm
Lots of Candles,

Plenty of Cake by Anna

MORR ‘”\ Quindlen (Lg. Print F
Qui), given by June
Tablak
._ Song of Solomon by
BB Toni Morrison (F
SRl Mor), given by Mary-
Stone Bowers
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PRESBYTERIAN _Summer is
almost upon
WOMEN

us, but do we
Presbyterian
Women sit back
and take it easy?
No, sirree! We
have many
things planned
from now through the summer ...

First, there is the Lunch Bunch
on Tuesdays, June 10, and July 8, at
11:30 am, at Taiwan Restaurant, in
downtown Willow Glen. This is a
wonderful opportunity to meet with
other women from the church and
enjoy a delicious lunch and interest-
ing conversation.

On Saturday, June 14, at noon,
all women from Stone Church are
invited to gather in Jan Keifer’s lovely
backyard for our Annual Potluck
Picnic & Installation of Officers
for the coming year. We not only cel-
ebrate the Birthday Offering, but also
invite the Santa Clara Valley Public
Health Nurses to join us. The nurses
tell us about their program and take
away a mountain of layette items and
gift cards that they will pass on to
their clients, some of whom don’t
have anything in which to bring their
babies home from the hospital. Come
hear about this fascinating program.

And now returning to the Birthday
Offering ... this started in 1922 as a
challenge to American Presbyterian
Women to improve the lives of school
girls in Japan. These offerings have
enabled a long succession of new and
often innovative mission projects in
the United States and throughout the
world. Each year, different projects

are selected to be funded by the offer-
ing. Come find out about the latest
recipients and what they do to help
those less fortunate in God’s world.

Presbyterian Women are blessed to
have some funds available for Scholar-
ships, primarily (but not always) used
by Stone Church youth attending col-
leges and universities. Applications
are available in the church office.

Saturday, Aug. 16 is a very exciting
day - the annual August Brunch,
sponsored by PWCT Focus Group,
takes place from 9 am to noon. Our
guest speaker will be Theresa Chavez
Sauceda, award-winning author of
“Practicing Radical Hospitality.” This
is an event not to be missed.

Although Study Circle meetings
will not be held during June, July
and August, we are just gearing up
for a trip to San Francisco Theologi-
cal Seminary to hear about the new
study for the year, Reconciling Paul - A
Contemporary Study of 2 Corinthians,
by Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty. And wait
until you hear this: the “Suggestions
for Leaders” were written by our very
own Rev. Irene Pak!

Watch the church bulletin: we still
have activities throughout the summer
such as Book Group I (meeting
June 2 and June 30), the Prayer
Shawl Ministry (meeting June 21 at
Mary-Ann Hudson’s), and last, but
not least, the great Fair Trade Sales
(coffee, tea, baking chocolate, drinking
chocolate, and wonderful candy bars)
on the second Sunday of each month.

No, Presbyterian Women do not
take the summer off, but are just gear-
ing up for an exciting new year.

- Sheri Cunningham, PW Secretary

Makintics Fiunguises

Fauré Reguiem
oy Clbeiad i

The Chancel Choir is presenting a concert
featuring the Fauré Requiem on June T at 2 pm.

The Men’s Min-
istry of Stone
Church includes a
mission work team,
a book group, a
flying group, and
wine- an eer-
making groups. For
more information
about any of these activities, con-
tact the Rev. Dr. David McCreath,
Parish Associate.

Quarterly Breakfast on June 21

The next quarterly breakfast will be
held on June 21, at 8 am, in the Social
Hall. All men of the church are wel-

MEN'S
MINISTRY

come to enjoy pancakes and bacon,
as well as friendship and fellowship.
Book Group Meeting on June 23

The Men’s Book Group will meet
on June 23, at 7 pm. Books for read-
ing during the late summer and fall
will be selected. Come prepared to
suggest books both challenging and
interesting. Bob James is the host.
Mission Work Team News

Leland Wong reports: “The day
worktrip to Camp Daybreak will be
rescheduled to Aug. or Sept. And
the team just got back from a few
days of fishing and caught a lot
of trout.”

wWOow!

WORKSHOP OF WONDERS

STONE CHURCH OF WILLOW GLEN
VCS 2014

GRAB A HAMMER&
if“-FlNll A PAINTBRUSH

‘ PUT ON YOUR
THINKING CAP

VACATION CHURCH
SCHOOL, JUNE 16 - 20

Stone Church’s annual Vacation
Church School will be held June
16-20, from 9 am to noon, conclud-
ing with a special children’s service
on Sunday, June 22.

Kids and volunteers will imagine
and build with God. They’ll dis-
cover how the ordinary becomes
the extraordinary with God and use
their hearts, minds, and imagina-
tions to participate in the creative
life of God, the One Who Works
Wonders!

All children from kindergarten
through fifth grade are welcome to
attend; older children are invited to
be volunteer helpers.

The suggested donation is $40

or during Coffee Fellowship.
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YOUTH MISSION TRIP TO LOS ANGELES, JULY 20 - 26

If you haven’t already heard, six
youth and four adults will be travel-
ing to Los Angeles this summer for
a week of service in partnership with
Next Step Ministries.

Youth participants Larissa Bitterli,
Matt Coleman, Ginger Luebcke,
Aaron McNelis, Elle Nilson, and
Olivia Van Den Bosch will be headed
down with adult leaders Craig Mur-
phey, Kathleen Oliver, Rev. Irene Pak,
and Kate Wheatley.

This is a fantastic opportunity for
them - and for you to get involved!

First, we are seeking prayer partners
to join with us. This means you will be
“assigned” a youth or adult leader to
pray for during the time leading up to

and during the mission trip itself. We
will also keep you in our prayers while
we are there. If you are interested in
being a prayer partner, please contact
Rev. Irene Pak.

Life-changing ministries like these
also require financial support. Be on
the lookout for fundraisers for this
trip.

If you feel led to donate, the esti-
mated cost is about $350 for each
participant, and any amount helps!
Checks should be marked, “Youth
Mission Fund,” and all funds will go
to this trip and future mission trips.

Keep us in your prayers this summer!
We are excited about this opportunity.

-Rev. Irene Pak

COME ENJOY A
BARBECUE AND
ICE CREAM SOCIAL,
SUNDAY, JUNE 22

%
._-,_"l . .. ;:
la;'

The new and improved Stone
Church Ice Cream Social has
arrived!

Your Fellowship & Renewal
Committee has revamped this
yummy tradition. This year it will
be held immediately after church
on Sunday, June 22.

We wish to return to the days
of homemade ice cream only, so
start looking for your ice cream
makers and recipes!

For those of you who wish for a
little food in your stomachs prior
to eating ice cream, a simple hot
dog barbecue will be offered.

Sign up during Coffee Fellowship,
or contact Della Smith.

HENRIETTA PERDUE LECTURE SERIES TO FEATURE RICHARD HORSLEY

Stone Church’s Henrietta Perdue
Lecture Series will feature Richard
Horsley, speak-
ing on “Empire
against Com-
munity and
the Common
| Good,” over
| the weekend of
| Nov. 14 - 15.

Dr. Horsley is
the retired Dis-
tinguished Pro-
fessor of Liberal
Arts and the Study of Religion at the
University of Massachusetts, Boston;
and the author of numerous books,
including: John, Jesus and the Renewal

of Israel (2013); Jesus and the Powers
(2011), The Message and the Kingdom
(2002); Jesus and the Spiral of Violence
(1992), and Bandits, Prophets, and Mes-
siahs (1985). A good, recent introduc-
tion to Dr. Horsley’s ideas is provided
on YouTube in an “Interview with
Richard Horsley” (www.youtube.
com/watch!’v=5Neg]KBoxPQ).

Dr. Horsley is concerned about the
current situation of Empire: global-
ization, centralization of wealth and
power in financial capital as enforced
by the US government (for example,
“the best government that the 1%
and transnational mega-corporations
can buy”). The role of the church
should be in community, seeking the

common good in resistance to power

that has become so centralized.
“This is what I think the Gospel
is about, what Jesus’ mission was
about, and what the whole Mosaic
covenantal tradition and the prophets
were about. [ am also thinking of how
the Mosaic covenantal tradition was
central in earlier American history,
how the Constitution was under-
stood - including the common good
and collective/societal responsibility
for protecting and aiding the needy
and insisting on a modicum of justice
(including economic rights, which
were always implicit but, God forbid,

never talked about explicitly).”
- Pat Magee
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During the
months of July
""." and August,

&= our children’s
Church School
continues, staffed with volunteers.

This summer, we will revisit the
theme, Summer of Sharing. Each week,
volunteers will share their passions,

hobbies, and loves. If you have a
particular talent you would like to
share, find a partner and sign up. It
could be art, cooking, sewing, service
work - anything for which you have
a passion!

Summer Church School hours are
about 10 am (after the children’s
sermon) until the end of worship

CAN YOU HELP WITH “SUMMER OF SHARING” FOR OUR CHILDREN?

(about 10:30 am), so the class runs
approximately 30 to 45 minutes.

Be a part of this wonderful experi-
ence and get to know our children
as they get to know you. It does take
a village!

Sign up at Coffee Fellowship, or contact
Mary Jo Blazek in the Church Office.

DON'T LET LIFE
PASS YOU BY:
A SHORT STORY

IN TWO PARTS

by Rev. Dr. Ken Henry
[continued from page 1]

If she had had her druthers, she
would have risked hitting the gas and
pulling out into oncoming traffic just
to get away from that name - to get
far, far away from the stabbing pain
associated with that name. She carried
her loss everywhere she went.

As she saw it, Timothy had killed
her eldest son and had gotten off easy.
Willow was all she had left.

No cars moved an inch. The minutes
passed like years.

“Mommy, it is Timothy! It is!” With-
out warning, Willow’s small fingers
now began fumbling with her restrain-
ing buckle. Suddenly, she threw off her
car seat straps, pulled the latch on her
passenger door, and sprang out of her
mother’s car onto the sidewalk. It all
happened so fast. Such things do.

“Timothy. Timothy. Remember me?
I'm Willow.”

“Get back in the car!” Her mother
ordered. “Willow, get back in the car
this instant.” Willow was already grab-
bing his hand, pulling him to his feet
and leading him toward the car - her
car, her shelter from life’s storms.

“Okay, Mommy. I'll get back in the
car, but I think Timothy has been
waiting for us. Can we take him with
us! Please Mommy. It’s no trouble.
There’s plenty of room in the backseat.
Please.”

Before her mother could register her
strong objections, traffic began moving
again, and Willow and Timothy were
behind her, seated side by side. She

couldn’t bear to look at him.

“Have mercy on me.” Timothy mum-
bled again, “Have mercy on me.”

“You smell, Timothy! Do you have
a place to go? We can take you there,
right Mommy!” Before he could say
anything, Willow’s mother already
knew the answer - the answer was
nowhere. Anger and sadness caught
in her throat. This was all a horrible
mistake. Her immediate impulse was
to stop the car and get Timothy away
from them. He couldn’t just barge into
their lives again and expect forgiveness!
How dare he! How could he ask for
mercy after what he had done to them?

“Willow?” Timothy spoke, his stutter-
ing speech mirrored his own broken-
ness. “Willow? Derren’s little sister?
That Willow? Willow, let me ask you a
question. Is your mom driving this car?”

“Yes.”

“Canyou tell her something for me?!”

“What?”

“Tell her 'm sorry about Derren.
Tell her he was my friend, and I'm
sorry for her pain. Tell her if she drops
me off right now by the side of road, I
won’t blame her.”

She needed to breathe. She needed
to stop. She needed to strap Willow
back in her car seat and get him out of
her car. “Get out,” she snapped as she
pulled into a space near the curb, “Get
out now!” Her voice was strong. Her
lips quivered with emotion. Without
another word, Timothy stumbled out
of the vehicle and walked slowly to the
middle of the sidewalk. He stood, his
face a blank slate, looking back at her,
looking up and down the street.

Now her forehead was pressed
against the steering wheel.

“What'’s going to happen to him?”
Willow asked.

“I'don’t care.”

“But Mommy, he was Derren’s
friend.”

A silence filled the car. It was the
kind of silence that is neither sad
nor oppressive nor awkward, yet the
silence was not empty either. This
silence waited with bated breath. It
was the rare silence that provides clar-
ity and vision to those who are blind.
The car filled with the silence that
mends the hearts of the broken and
gives strength when we thought there
was none left.

Her head was still pressed against
the steering wheel; Willow was still in
her car seat staring out the window;
and Timothy was still standing in
the middle of the sidewalk, but the
moment had arrived. Life was passing
her by, and if she didn’t grab it with
both hands, she never would. It was
NOW OF never.

“Jesus loves me, this I know for the bible
tells me so. Little ones to him belong. They
are weak but he is strong ... ”

“You stay here, Willow. She said
getting out of the car. “Don’t move
a muscle.”

“Yes, Mommy.”

After closing her car door, she
walked over to where Timothy was
standing and stood within reach.

“Timothy? You were Derren’s best
friend.”

“Yes, I know”

“And it’s time to move on.”

“Yes, I know.”

Afterward, she could not explain to
anyone why she did what she did next.
And it doesn’t make sense to those
of us who choose to hang onto such
things. But that’s when she took Timo-
thy in her arms and held him, perhaps
for a minute or two. Then pulling away
and drying her tears, she led the-boy-
who-had-taken-herson-from-her to the
car again.

And when he got in next to Willow,
they drove away, together.
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STEPHEN STOCK, AND NBC BAY AREA, WIN
NATIONAL SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL JOURNALISTS AWARDS

Stephen Stock’s coverage of last summer’s
Asiana Flight 214 crash in San Francisco is
one of three national Society of Professional
Journalists awards that NBC Bay Area will
receive in June at the National Press Club.

NBC Bay Area and Stephen covered
the tragedy non-stop that day, and Ste-

phen followed up with several investigative
pieces, including examining how Asian
pilots are trained here in California to fly
a plane. Many student pilots had never
flown until they got on a plane to come
to the West Coast to attend flight school.
(Go to www.spj.org/sdxal3.asp#tv for more.)

More pictures from the
“Mosaic of Peace”

Presb)/terian Peacemaking

Conference in Israel
and Palestine from
Apri] 28 to May 10
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EMILY MERTENS, “CHILD OF STONE CHURCH, WORKING WITH MYAGRO IN SENEGAL

In the fields of Tambacounda,
“Maaley jamm!” (Peace be with you!)
is the way Emily Mertens greets rural
farmers in the small tribal villages of
this remote region of eastern Senegal
night bus ride from
the capital of Dakar.
Dirt roads, donkey
carts, mosquito
nets, and poverty
are ubiquitous.

Emily is here
for a year, work-
ing for MyAgro
(www.myagro.org),
a young non-profit
that helps farm-
ers increase their
yields on maize and

A female farmer
receiving a “Farmer
of the Month”

award from a

MyAgro agent for peanut‘crops.
completing her Quality seed and
savings packet  fertilizer are cur-

rently available only when farmers have
the least income, which limits their
purchasing ability. Most farmers rely
on their crops not only to sell, but also
to feed their families.

Enter MyAgro. This Mali-based non-
profit encourages farmers to put aside
monies all year so they will have the
funds necessary to buy quality seed and

FRONT DOOR MINISTRY NEEDS OUR HELP

fertilizer through MyAgro. MyAgro
also provides training on new planting
methods that use minimal water and
produce healthier crops.

Emily’s job is to help farmers learn
about MyAgro and to encourage the
700 farmers already in the program
to save money. She has designed pro-
grams that encourage friendly competi-
tion between villages, added incentives
for the Senegalese MyAgro agents,
created training videos and scripts,
and spruced up the village “boutique”
where farmers go to add money to their
accounts. She is also tasked with figur-
ing out MyAgro’s expansion program
into other areas of Senegal.

“Everyone back home asks me the
same questions: do you speak the tribal
languages, where do you live, what do
you eat, and do you know anything
about agriculture?” says Emily. “French
is the national language so that’s what
[ use to communicate in the office and
on the streets. We have a translator
who translates Wolof and Pulaar into
French when we go into the villages.
As my Senegalese identity, Aminata
Diallo officially associates me with
the Pulaar people. I'm trying to learn
some Pulaar too.

“I'm lucky to live in a western-style
duplex that has somewhat reliable
electricity and internet access, plus air
conditioning in my room, which is a
big help since the average temperature
here is 105. We cook most of our meals
- primarily vegetarian - but I was a
guest in a home at Easter where the
meal was warthog with mustard and
onion sauce. Our Senegalese employ-
ees are trained by MyAgro in agricul-
tural methods, and I can’t wait to see
our methods in action.”

Though primarily a Muslim nation,
Emily attended a Catholic mass with a
co-worker, where drums accompanied
the songs, and the congregation sang in
a mix of Wolof, French, and English.

Emily is a “child of Stone Church,”
where she started as a two-year-old
and continued to be active through
her high school years. The “village”
of Stone continues to be part of her
life. Stone member Carol Martin is
helping her with training methods,
and numerous Stone members are
following her pursuits and sending
supportive messages. She keeps a blog
(www.totamba.wordpress.com) when
she has time. All comments are greatly
appreciated! - Barbara Krause

The Stone Church of Willow Glen
Presbyterian Church (USA)

There’s always bad news ... but there’s
also some good news about homelessness
in our area ...

The bad news is that San José/Santa
Clara County has the nation’s fifth-
highest homeless population (7,631),
ranking among the top places with the
most chronically homeless and homeless
children and young adults. These num-
bers leave San José¢/Santa Clara County
behind only New York City, Los Angeles,
Seattle, and San Diego.

However, the good news is that several
of our downtown churches have mission
programs to serve the homeless.

The Stone News reported earlier this
year about our mission partner, Recovery
Café of San José¢, spearheaded by First
Christian Church (FCC). Recovery Café
is a sanctuary from the streets helping
homeless participants develop tools and
access to other community resources for
stabilizing recovery.

Another mission partner, Front Door
Ministry, started by First Presbyterian
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Church, San José, pro-
vides lunches for home-
less people who try to
subsist in the vicinity of o Wt
the church. -

Rev. Ken Henry recently invited Front
Door Ministry representatives Pat Plant,
Mission Elder, and John Capuchino,
Volunteer Coordinator, to provide a
Moment for Mission during a recent wor-
ship service. Pat reported that Front
Door Ministry gave out 15,300 lunches
(an average of 1,676 lunches per month)
to more than 500 hungry people during
2013, up from 12,510 in 2012. Ken pre-
sented a gift of $1,000 to support this
important mission.

As these downtown churches’ congrega-
tions are sadly shrinking, their missions to
servethe homelessarebecomingeven more
critical, and they can really use our help.

To find out more about Front Door
Ministry, please contact any Stone Works
member, Pat Plant, or John Capuchino.

- Don Skipwith
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