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Beloved Potter, God-Forever-With-Us,
Be with your people in both their dreaming and waking.
Be with men and women who dream of 
     clean water supplies, adequate shelter,
Medicine for mothers and their infant children 
     and food aplenty.
Be with those who dream of fairness under the law and 
     justice for those whose dreams have been put on hold.
Be with dreamers who dare to be leaders, 
     and leaders who dare to dream.
And when the dream of peace between people 
     is  threatened by violence,
Help those in conflict to find a common dream, 
     a common purpose, and common belief in 
     reconciling their differences without doing further harm.

Loving Spouse, Jacob’s God, Ladder-Climber-God,
Drop a ladder into our lives and give us
The courage to climb to the top –
To look the world over and gain perspective;
To see your mercy, which extends from the gates of hell
To the highest points of heaven; 
And to be in awe of all creation’s beauty;
Then from the top rung, to descend back down to earth,
To do the work of loving our neighbors as you love us ... and 
There to proclaim, “Surely, God is in the place.”
Amen.

Based on Genesis 28:10-18 and a sermon delivered by 
Sister Marilyn Lacey on “Gifts of Women Sunday,” 

February 23, 2014.

Drop-a-Ladder Prayer
by Rev. Dr. Ken Henry

“It’s OffIcIal!”  the Rev. IRene Pak Installed 
as assOcIate PastOR Of stOne chuRch
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This Lenten season, as we 
think about walking the sta-
tions of the heart, why not 
give yourself the gift of sacred 
time to actually touch into 
your heart? 

At 6:45 each Tuesday evening during Lent, that 
opportunity is available to us at our Taizé Prayer 
service. This is a time to take a conscious break 
from the fullness and busy-ness of your day: to sit 
in the candlelit sanctuary – to breathe – to rest 
in the silence – to listen to your heart – to “let 
go and let God.”

The sanctuary opens at 6:30 pm, with beautiful 
prelude music provided by Karen Johnson and 
Laraine Pitcher, and the service is from 6:45 to 
7:30, beginning March 4, and then continuing 
the six weeks of Lent: March 11, 18, 25, and 
April 1, 8, 15.

Please consider making this a regular part of 
your Lenten spiritual practice this season. It may 
be the best gift you could give yourself.

                                           - Mary Alice Collins

Taize Lenten
Services

 The Deacons’ Annual Senior Spring Tea will be 

held Saturday, March 22, from 2 to 4 pm. This year, 

we are celebrating the 75th 

anniversary of the release of 

the movie, “Gone With the 

Wind.” So brush up on all 

things Scarlett and Rhett for 

a trivia contest. There will be some great entertainment 

and some great southern cooking. Please plan to join 

us. We’ll provide transportation if you need it. Sign-ups 

are being taken during Coffee Fellowship each Sunday 

through March 16.                                   - Jane Martin

Begin Your Season of 
Lent on Ash Wednesday 

Morning or Evening

Ash Wednesday Services will be held on  

Wednesday, March 5. 

The morning, 6:30 am, service is coffee 

with Ken.  Please meet up at the church 

and walk to Elva’s Coffee Shop for coffee, 

courtesy of Ken. 

The evening, 6:30 pm, service will be in 

the Sanctuary with Irene.

Deacons’ Spring Tea, March 22
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Adult Study classes meet on Sunday 
after Worship, in the Fireside Room, 
from 11:15 am to 12:15 pm. Childcare 
is available in the Nursery.

There will be no Adult Study on April 13 
(Palm Sunday) or April 20 (Easter).

For more information about any of these 
classes, please contact Pat Magee, Chair, 
Adult Ed Subcommittee.

March 2: 
Introduction to 
American Sign 
Language, with 
Bill and Mike 
Raby-Brown

An introduc-
tion to American Sign Language will 
be presented by two members of our 
deaf community, Bill and Mike Raby-
Brown.

This class will be followed by a three-
week evening series, on March 12, 19, 
and 26, at 7 pm.

March 9, 16: “The 
Human Jesus, Biology, 
& Compassion,” with 
Chris Hansen, Parish 
Associate

How does the God/
Man Jesus fit in with science and 
the biological world? This class will 
explore biological, sociological, and 
anthropological connections of what 
it means for God to walk among 
humans and how it can shape our 
understanding of caring for others. 

March 23, 30: “Scriptures 
Lost & Found,” with Dr. 
Catherine Murphy

Dr. Catherine Murphy, 
Associate Professor, 
Graduate Program in 

Pastoral Ministries at Santa Clara 
Univ., will discuss some major manu-
script discoveries and what they tell 
us about religions past and present. 
During the last few centuries, these 

discoveries have revolutionized our 
view of early Judaism, early Christian-
ity, and the Bible. From the Dead Sea 
Scrolls to the Gnostic codices from 
Nag Hammadi, from the Oxyrhynchus 
papyri to the great manuscripts from 
Egyptian desert monasteries – we now 
have a wealth of new information that 
challenges our text of the Bible, our 
notions of Judaism, Christianity’s rela-
tion to each of these, and our picture 
of the diversity of early Christianity.

April 6: “Praying with Icons 
& Images,” with Ken Henry

Using photos, artwork, 
and ancient icons, Rev. Ken 
Henry will discuss the spiritu-

ality of using images to deepen our faith. 
He will present a historical perspective 
of the artistic techniques used by ico-
nographers to inspire viewers to reflect 
on the mysteries of God. Class partici-
pants are welcome to bring images that 
help with their own spiritual growth. 

Learn About American Sign Language, “Human Jesus,” Scriptures, Icons

We hope you’ll find helpful books in 
the library as you journey through Lent. 
        - Sue Williams, Library Coordinator

For our younger members

Cheer Up, Little 
Duck  by Caroline 
Church (1st Bks J 
Chu)

Who Am I? Birds 
by Son Schein Press 
(1st Bks J Who)

The Ugly Duck -
ling by Jan Lewis (1st 
Bks J Lew)

Amelia and Elea-
nor Go for a Ride 
by Pam Munoz 
Ryan (J Rya), given 
by Glen Casner 

   Chess:  From First 
Moves to Checkmate 
by Daniel King (YA 790 
Kin)

Additions to our regular 
adult collection

The  Evo lv ing  God : 
Charles Darwin on the 

Naturalness 
of Religion  by J. David 
Pleins (200.92 Ple), 
given by Pat 
Magee

W h o ’ s 
W h o  i n 

the New Testament by 
Ronald Brownrigg (225 
Bro), given by Ivan Kolte 

The Historical Jesus 
for Dummies by Cathe-
rine Murphy (232.9 Mur), 
given by Pat Magee 

Lett e r s  to  a  Young 
D o u b t e r 
by William 

Sloan Coffin (239 Cof)
Rome of the Caesars by 

Leonardo Dal Maso (937 
Dal), given by Dulcie Janzen 

  Educating Christians: The Inter-
section of Meaning, Learning & 
Vocation by Jack Seymour et al 
(268 Sey), given 
by Aimee Moiso

Late Night 
Thoughts on Listening to 
Mahler’s Ninth Symphony by 
Lewis Thomas (500 Tho)

 
New to our special collections

Playbook for Progressives: 
16 Qualities of the Successful 
Organizer by Eric Mann (Soc.
Iss. 322.4 Man) 
  The Last Gift of 
Time: Life Beyond 
Sixty by Carolyn 

Heilbrun (Spec Needs-A 
305 Hei), given by Claudia 

Hamm
Fern’s Ditties by Fern Swan-

son, a long-time volunteer 
in our library 
(Women   808.81 
Swa), given 

by her son John Swanson 
   People of the Book by Ger-
aldine Brooks (F Bro), given 
by Catherine Amos

Start Your Lenten Journey in the Church Library
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Eleven youth from Stone Church 
participated in the first-ever San José 
Presbytery Youth Lock-in on Jan. 31 
through Feb. 1. 

There were about 75 youth, plus 
several adult leaders representing 
four different churches that made 
this first-of-its-kind lock-in a fun 
success.

The night began with dinner and 
registration and then moved into a 
time of worshiping together. A Chris-
tian band called “Within Reach” led 
the teenagers in a time of singing.  
Matt Stephan (the youth leader at 
Sunnyvale Presbyterian Church) gave 
the sermon, which was followed by a 
response led by the Rev. Irene Pak.

The night continued with games, 
activities, and crafts, along with a 
midnight group game and snacks.

It was a wonderful time of connect-
ing and bonding with other Presbyte-
rian youth within the Presbytery.

Not a lot of sleep – but fun – was 
had by all. 

                               - Rev. Irene Pak

First-Ever 
San Jose 

Presbytery 
Youth 

Lock-In 
is a Fun 
Success!

The Men’s Minis-
try of Stone Church 
includes a mission 
work team, a book 
group, a flying group, 
and wine- and beer-
making groups.

For more informa-
tion about any of 

these activities, please contact Parish 
Associate David McCreath.

Fundraiser Crab and Pasta Dinner, 
March 8, 5:30 pm

The Men’s Ministry Fundraiser 
Crab and Pasta Dinner will be held 
March 8, in the Social Hall, at 5:30 pm. 
   This annual event supports the 
activities of our Men’s Ministry, 
including mission trips and contri-
butions to several community agen-
cies with whom we work, including 
Sacred Heart, Westminster Woods, 

Zephyr Point Conference Center, 
and Cameron House. New this 
year is support of Immanuel House, 
the new facility for refugees estab-
lished by the Presbytery of San José. 
  Tickets are $30 for adults, $15 for 
teens, and $5 for younger children.

Come to enjoy the food and fellow-
ship, and to support our Men’s Min-
istry. (See also the flyer on page 2.) 

Lenten Bible Study, Six Wednes-
days, beginning March 12, 6:30 am

A Lenten Bible Study for men will be 
held on the six Wednesdays of Lent, 
beginning March 12, in the Church 
Library, led by David McCreath. The 
time will be 6:30 to 7:15 am (and yes 
– that’s AM). Coffee and sweets will 
be provided.

We’ll look at both Old Testa-
ment and New Testament names 
of Jesus, including teacher, Mes-
siah, Son of Man, and Son of God. 

Book Group, March 17, 7 pm, Dis-
cussing “The Shallows”

The Men’s Book Group will meet 
on March 17, beginning at 7 pm.

The book for discussion is The Shal-
lows; What the Internet is Doing to Our 
Brains, by Nicholas Carr.

All men of the church are wel-
come to come and to join the 
conversation.

The host will be Jim Hagan.

Mission Breakfast, April 12, 8:30 am, 
Featuring Bill Ribble

There will be a Men’s Mission 
Breakfast on April 12, from 8:30 to 
9:30 am.

Bill Ribble will show and narrate a 
short movie shot from the cockpit of 
his F-4 Phantom while in Southeast 
Asia in the early ‘70s.

All men of Stone Church and 
guests are welcome.

Men’s
Ministry



Will you be 
wearing green 
any time this 
month? That’s 
right ... it’s the 
month we cel-
ebrate St. Pat-
rick’s Day with 
the wearing of 
the green ... did 
you know it was 
originally blue? 
St. Patrick used 
the three-leaved 

shamrock to explain the Holy Trin-
ity to those who didn’t know. Did 
you know that, in Malaysia, there 
is an annual St. Patrick’s Ball? Did 
you know the first St. Patrick’s Day 
in Russia took place in 1992 (not so 
very long ago) with not one, but two 
parades? The first is like a military 
parade in collaboration with the 
Moscow government and the Irish 
embassy in Moscow. The second 
(and unofficial) is performed by 
volunteers and is more like a carni-
val with juggling, stilts, and Celtic 
music. They even celebrate St. 
Patrick’s Day in Japan with parades 
across the country almost the entire 
month of March. Hmmmm ... green 
shamrocks and pink cherry blossoms? 

  At any rate, March is beginning 
with a bang as we look forward to 
the PWP Spiritual Nurture Retreat, 
being led by the Rev. Linda Hol-
brook, who will also be leading the 
Stone Church Women’s Retreat in 
April. It promises to be a very excit-
ing time as we examine the different 
stages in our lives.

For those of you who so faithfully 
purchase Fair Trade Products from 
PW on the second Sunday of each 
month, you will be pleased to know 
that our leaders have worked out a 
system to get that line moving a little 
more quickly and efficiently, allow-
ing you extra time to visit during 
Coffee Fellowship and to arrive at 
the adult class of your choice in a 
more timely manner. And don’t 
forget you can pre-order by contact-
ing Sally Magee, so your order will 
be ready and waiting for you as you 
arrive.

There are so many wonderful 
opportunities for the women of our 
church to gather together ...

On March 5, Amethyst Circle will 
meet in the church library for Bible 
study and conversation.

On March 6, Emerald Circle will 
meet at the home of Diana Lim.

On March 10, Sapphire Circle 

will meet in the evening at the home 
of Sheri Cunningham.

For a time of fun and to sharpen 
your chopstick artistry, enjoy good 
food and other women of the 
church, be sure to contact Ida Raby 
to make your reservation for the 
Lunch Bunch at Taiwan Restaurant 
in Willow Glen on March 11.

If reading is something you enjoy, 
we have two wonderful book groups: 
Book Group 1, meets at the home of 
Hazel James on the fourth Monday of 
each month. Contact Hazel to find 
out which exciting book will be dis-
cussed. They are definitely looking 
for new faces to join them around 
the cozy kitchen table. Book Group 2 
will be meeting on Monday, March 17, 
at 2:30 pm,  at the home of Alice 
Thorn. They will read and discuss What 
Money Can’t Buy, by Michael Sandel. 
   ... and last, but not least ... be 
sure to find all those Box Tops for 
Education – particularly watching 
for the double and triple benefits. 
The children at K.R. Smith School 
really benefit from our efforts.

Don’t forget your Holy Trinity 
shamrocks as we March through the 
month into spring.

    
  - Sheri Cunningham, PW Secretary
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Presbyterian
Women

Women’s Retreat 2014 
Sign-up deadline March 15!
Retreat dates: April 4, 5, 6.

Please join us!
Questions?

Contact Susan Bedolla.

Want to find out more 
about Stone Church?  Want 
to find out how Presbyte-
rianism differs from other 
expressions of faith? Want 
to attend a gathering where 
there is no pressure to 
become a member of the 
church, but afterward, you 
might say to yourself, “Why 
not?!” Want to meet some 
great people?

If your answer is “yes” to 
any of these questions, you 
might consider attending 
a class and luncheon on 
March 16, from 11 am to 
1 pm, in the Social Hall.

Ken and Irene will help 
attendees explore the pro-

cess of becoming members, 
as well as answer questions 
related to what Presbyte-
rians believe. So, come! 
What’s holding you back? 
Really. Irene and Ken would 
love to help you figure out 
if God is calling you to the 
life and ministry of Stone 
Church.

If you would like to attend, 
please contact Jennifer in 
the church office, or sign up 
on Sunday, March 2 and 9, 
during Coffee Fellowship, 
with Della Smith or Catherine 
Edwards.  Childcare will be 
provided upon request.  

Want to Meet Some Great People?
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Five members of Stone 
Church’s informally titled, 
“next great idea” task force 
were named by the Session at 
its February meeting, moder-
ated by the Rev. Irene Pak.

Elder Larry Olmstead will 
chair the task force, which 
will be charged with develop-
ing a practical program for 
what the Rev. Ken Henry has 
described as “Stone Church 
showing the face of Christ in 
our community.” Also named 
to the task force were Lynn 
Stock, Ashley Neufeld, Jenni-
fer Scott-Brand, and Steven 
Graham. At least one more 
task force member will be 
recruited.

In the coming months, the 
task force will survey members 

of the congregation for their 
ideas, as well as investigate 
community needs that our 
church can address.

The proposal developed by 
the task force will be adapted 
by the Session to shape the 
church’s community focus for 
the next few years.

In the only agenda item 
requiring Session action, a 
$1,000 proposal from the Per-
sonnel and Administration 
Committee to upgrade the 
church’s computer system was 
approved.

The Rev. Irene Pak, who 
moderated the February meet-
ing, announced that Stone’s 
next new member class will be 
March 16. 

            - Jody Meacham, Elder

Session Names “Next Great Idea”
Task Force to be Chaired by

Elder Larry Olmstead

	 Stone	Church	of	Willow	Glen
Budget	Summary,	FY2014

Budgeted	Income	for	FY2014:

Pledge	Income	 	 $477,500
Loose	Offering	 	 22,500
Per	Capita	 	 5,000
Taize	Offering	 	 600
Coffee	Funds	 	 750
Interest	 	 4,718
Roycott	Rental	Income	 	 15,000
Vivace	Youth	Chorus	 	 4,000

							Total	Budgeted	Income	 	$530,068

Budgeted	Expenses	for	FY2014:

Christian	Education	 	 $38,903
Worship	 	 47,500
Buildings	and	Grounds	 	 48,285
Budget	and	Finance	 	 44,465
Stewardship	 	 1,200
	Fellowship	and	Renewal	 2,300
	Personnel	&	Administration	 299,595
Stone	Works	 	 45,800
Deacons	 	 520
Health	Ministry	 	 1,500

				Total	Budgeted	Expenses	 $530,068

Stone	Church	of	Willow	Glen
Mission	Giving	Summary,	FY2013

Presbytery	General	Mission	 $25,800
Local	Mission	 	 12,000
Global	Mission	 	 5,000
Peace	and	Justice	 	 3,000
One	Great	Hour	of	Sharing	 3,813
Christmas	Joy	Offering	 	 3,340
Peace	Offering	 	 3,722
Pentecost	Offering	 	 2,662
Per	Capita	 	 5,196
Adult	Mission	 	 4,600
Youth	Mission	 	 225
In	Kind	Donations	 	 4,000

	 		Total	Mission	Giving	 $73,358

Mel Goertz, Chair, Budget & Finance Com-
mittee, provided these summaries for income 
and expenses for 2014, and mission giving for 
2013. The budget expense under StoneWorks 
represents budgeted mission giving for the year. 
The first four items in the mission giving sum-
mary relate to this about $45K amount. The 
other items in  the mission  giving  summary  
are not budgeted giving, but additional giving. 

2013-14 Budget Summaries

At the reception after Irene’s Installation: 
Jennifer Scott-Brand and Rhonda Lakatos ...

and Irene and a very cute young friend!
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More pictures from Irene’s Installation 
and Reception
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Mark your calendars for this year’s 
South Bay CROP Walk for Hunger, on 
April 6, with check-in at 12:30 pm and 
walk starting at 1:30 pm.

There are always a lot of Stone Church 
walkers, and we always have a lot of fun 
on the walk!  Lizanne has even devel-
oped a “world famous” annotated map 
of the course! For the second year, the 
walk is being held in downtown San 

José, starting at San José First United 
Methodist Church (24 North 5th Street), 
across from City Hall Plaza, and ending 
at First Presbyterian Church, 49 North 
4th Street.

There will be 1 and 3.5 mile routes. 
And there’s free parking at 50 North 4th 
Street.  Hope to see you there!

For more information, please contact 
Lizanne Oliver or Emily Meacham.

Join Us for the 2014 CROP Walk!

March is “Sacred Heart
Month” at Stone Church

At the recent PW Valentine Tea, Marge Palmer got to 
take home a beautiful bouquet arranged by guest speaker, 
Nyna Dolby, a floral designer with Filoli.

Sacred Heart Community Service is one 
of the local missions supported by Stone 
Works, which has designated March as 
“Sacred Heart Month.”

On March 16, Carol Stephenson of 
Sacred Heart will be in worship to thank 
Stone Church and to accept our donation 
for 2014.  She will also acknowledge the 
contribution of the many Stone Church vol-
unteers at Sacred Heart and talk about its 
mission and the contributions it makes to 
Silicon Valley.                         - Bill Ribble

http://www.stonechurch.org
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