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Welcome Rev. Chris Hansen,
Stone’s Newest Parish Associate!
Stone Church is very happy to welcome the Rev.
Chris Hansen as our newest Parish Associate. So that
you could get to know him better, Chris provided the
following autobiography to The Stone News:
“I grew up close to Stone Church, in Milpitas,
attending Valley Christian High School before going
to Azusa Pacific University. At Azusa, I studied Biology
and Theology, which has served as a foundation for my
current PhD work at Berkeley in Systematic Theology
and the intersections of the Natural Sciences.
Currently, I am focusing on the positive spiritual
and biological effects of ritual as grounding for our
humanity during traumatic injury, including, but not
limited to, combat stress and PTSD (post-traumatic
stress disorder).
[continued on page 4]

“Star Gifts” –
Words to Ponder
All Year Long!
by Rev. Irene Pak
The season after Christmas and
before Lent can often seem like
a “down” time in the life of the
church – as if we’re just waiting for
another grand celebration. Maybe it
is because people are suffering from
holiday fatigue after hosting or traveling, but the season of Epiphany
usually goes by unnoticed.
We are beginning a new year, and
some of you may remember that
last year, around Epiphany Sunday,
you picked up a star gift or star word.
The Rev. Aimee Moiso introduced
this practice to me at a pastor prayer
group we were in. You might have
completely forgotten about it, and
maybe you don’t even remember
the location of your star gift.
However, throughout 2013, I had
several conversations with different
people who talked to me about their
star gift. It was either how perfectly

the word seemed to fit their lives
and the ways in which it showed
up clearly ... or how their word did
not seem to be “working” ... or the
frustration that automatically came
with the word they selected.
Last year, the word I drew was
“caring.” I’ll be honest – I thought
to myself, “Really? I think I care a
whole lot about people already.”
Reflecting on 2013, I now realize
that the word was not necessarily

This year, at the Worship service
on Jan. 5, you will be given another
star gift, and you will again be invited to ponder what significance this
word might have in your life throughout 2014 and how God might be
speaking to you through that word.
(If you miss the service, feel free
to stop by my office, and I will be
happy to gift you with a star gift.)
In this Epiphany Sunday celebration, you will be offered the opportunity to “be still” in the presence of
God and to receive God’s gifts.
You are encouraged to take your
star gift home and hang it up where
you are sure to see it every day. Pay
attention to how that word plays
out in your daily life. Remember, it’s
not a magical word, but it’s a way to
one where I was supposed to show it pay attention to the ways in which
more, but a word in which I needed God might be speaking to you,
to learn how to receive. You see, I gifting you, and abiding with you.
am really good at caring for others.
Epiphany is the celebration of
I am really bad at receiving care for God’s presence breaking through
myself. There were several times to shine as a light in the darkness.
throughout 2013 where I needed to Let’s begin a new year receiving
allow myself to be vulnerable and to a star gift and seeing the ways in
receive the caring support and love which God makes Godself known
of others. Thank goodness I did.
to us through it this year.
THE STONE NEWS, PAGE 1

terian Women
in the
Presbytery
of San
JosŽ
Presbyterian
Women
in the
Learn
More About Human Trafficking,
Presbytery
of San José to a Winter Gathering
women invite
in the
Presbytery
all women in the Presbytery to
Come to See the Movie, “Not My Life”

An Epiphany Tea

Did you know that modern
day slavery still exists?
Presbyterian Women of Stone
Church are part of a local and
global movement to increase
awareness about human trafficking.
All members and friends
– both men and women – are
invited to view the movie, Not
My Life, on Friday, Jan. 10, from
7 to 9 pm, in the Fireside Room.
This film shows how widespread
this issue is (including here in
the US), and we will learn how
we can influence policy and
advocate for change.
Please join us to start to understand, and combat, this horrendous issue. - Rev. Irene Pak
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500+ participants, and if you
volunteer, you will have free
access to the Bay Area event,
as well as to the plenary with
speaker Brian McLaren, worship, spirituality center, and
market place.
Sign up to volunteer at:
vols.pt/5dinbQ

You may also qualify for
scholarship assistance from
the San José Presbytery
– please contact Joey Lee for
details.
Rosaleen Zisch adds, “This
conference is a marvelous
event, and it is very thrilling
to take communion with
hundreds of like-minded
Christians.
“Please volunteer to support our church and its mission.”
For more information
about the entire event, see:
apcenet.org/2014-annual-event.html

- From the SJ Presbytery website
and Rosaleen Zisch

Adult Study Starts the Year with Hospice, Epiphany, and Steadfast Hope
Jan. 19, 26; Feb. 9, 16: “Steadfast
Hope” – The Palestinian Quest for
Just Peace
Peacemakers from every nation are
urging an end to Israel’s occupation
of Palestinian land and its systemic
discrimination against Arab citizens
of Israel, a bleeding, untreated wound
Jan. 5: “Hospice of the Valley,”
inflicted in 1948.
sponsored by the Health Ministries
The Church must faithfully respond
Committee
to Christ’s call to peacemaking so that
Ed Wendler, Hospice volunteer, will all may be called the children of God.
explain what Hospice is, how it works,
We will look at the story of Palesand who is eligible. He will share how tinians and Israelis who are genuinely
his family received wonderful support striving for a just peace in the land the
when his mother was dying. Please see world calls holy.
the article on page 8.
 Jan. 19: Mandate for Peacemaking
Jan. 12: “Family Epiphany Party,”
 Jan. 26: Living with Occupation
hosted by the Christian Education
 Feb. 9: Profits and Press
Committee
Everyone is invited to the Family Epiph-  Feb. 16: Response and Looking
Ahead
any Party. Please see the article on page 2.
Adult Study classes meet on Sunday
after Worship, in the Fireside Room,
from 11:15 am to 12:15 pm. Childcare
is available in the Nursery.
Please note that there will be no
Adult Study on Feb. 2, because of
the annual Congregational Meeting.

Feb. 23: “Refugee Foster Care,”
featuring Claire Collins of
Catholic Charities
Claire Collins of
Catholic Charities
will speak about the
Refugee Foster Care
program.
Each year, countless
refugee and asylum
youths are driven
from countries for reasons of persecution. Many are alone, separated from
family or orphaned by war.
The Refugee Foster Care program
accepts these unaccompanied minors
from around the world and resettles
them in foster families throughout the
Bay Area. The youth long for safety,
care, family, and a place to call home.
For more information about any of these
classes, please contact Pat Magee, Chair,
Adult Ed Subcommittee.

Get Started with Your New Year’s Resolutions to Read More Good Books!
Additions to our regular
adult collection
The Authentic Person: Dealing with Dilemma by Sydney
J. Harris (126
Har)
C re a t i n g
an ImaginaFor our younger members
tive Life by Michael Jones
The Baby’s Lap Book (153.3 Jon)
by Kay Chorao (ReadFinding
Aloud J Cho), given by
Your PurGlen Casner
pose: A Guide to Personal
Fulfillment by Barbara
Braham
(170 Bra)
P ra y e r :
A History
When Sheep Sleep
by Philip & Carol Zaleski
by Laura Numeroff
(204.3 Zal)
(1st Bks J Num)
Three GosSnow in Jerusalem
pels by Reynby Deborah da Costa
olds Price (226.3 Pri), given
(J daC)
by Claudia Hamm
The Way
of Thomas:
Nine Insights
for Enlightened Living from the Secret
Sayings of Jesus by John
The Folk Keeper by
Mabry (229 Mab), given
Franny Billingsley (YA Bil)
by Pat Magee
Locating books in our library is much
easier now that author and title lists
are on the Stone website. But you can
still browse, and we have a new map to
guide your way. We hope you’ll enjoy
many great books in 2014!
- Sue Williams, Library Coordinator

Ten Dumb Things Churches
Do – And How to Avoid Them
by Philip Wiehe (254 Wie),
given by Aimee Moiso
Complete
Idiot’s Guide
to the World’s
Religions
by Brandon Toropov &
Luke Buckles (291 Tor)
The Alchemist: A Fable about Following
Your Dream by Paulo Coelho
(869 Coe)
New to our
special
collections
The Impossible Dream: The
Spirituality of Dom Helder
Camara by
Mary Hall
(Biog CAMARA), given
by Rebecca Kuiken
East Side Dreams
by
Ar t
Rodriguez
( B i o g
RODRIGUEZ)
Saving Fish from Drowning
by Amy Tan (F Tan), given
by Mary & Mike Breuleux
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The Rev. Chris Hansen
Named Parish Associate
[continued from page 1]
“In addition to spending many
hours studying, I have played
soccer all of my life, but since leaving college soccer behind, I have
been surfing and chasing waves
along the California and Central
American coasts.
“Prior to being blessed with
the opportunity to serve at Stone
Church, I studied in England
for a period of time and worked
for a summer at a church in
South Africa during the last
World Cup.
“I am planning to finish my studies and then to move from the Navy
Reserves, where I am currently serving as a chaplain, into full-time
active duty. It is my hope that I can
be a spiritual and emotional support to those who are often asked
to sacrifice so much.”
Thank you, Chris, for providing
this look into your life and future
plans, and again, we welcome you
wholeheartedly to Stone Church!

P & A Asks That You Provide Input
For Upcoming Pastor Reviews
In January, Stone’s Personnel
and Administration Committee
will be evaluating our pastors using
a variety of tools.
One instrument that we have
put in place is a brief electronic
survey asking for your comments
about the ministries of Ken and
Irene in 2013.
If you receive communications
from the church electronically, a
link to the survey will be sent to
your email address. You simply
need to click on the link and follow
the instructions.
If you receive printed material
from the church, you will receive
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a printed survey in the mail, which
will include instructions on how to
complete and return it.
Keep in mind that survey
responses are anonymous, and all
comments are kept in confidence.
The committee sincerely appreciates your feedback and will use
the survey responses as part of the
pastors’ evaluations.
Also remember that throughout
the year the P&A Committee is
available to receive your comments
or concerns about any Stone
Church staff member. Please contact Rhonda Lakatos or Sheri Cunningham, committee chairs.

What exactly is a
“Parish Associate”?
Because some of you have asked, Rhonda
Lakatos, Chair of the Personnel & Administration Committee, provided this description
of the role of a Parish Associate. Currently, in
addition to our newest Parish Associate, Chris
Hansen (at left), we have one other Parish
Associate, the Rev. Dr. David McCreath.
The Presbyterian Church, USA, has
some ordained ministers who have a job
other than in a church. These jobs are
called “validated ministries” and include
chaplains, both in hospitals and in the
armed forces.
A Parish Associate is a minister who serves
in a validated ministry (or is retired, like
Rev. McCreath) who wants to maintain
a relationship with a particular church.
This non-paid position allows a minister
to be active in the life of a church and, if
new to ministry, to learn about pastoral
responsibilities in a congregation.
There is no formal call from the congregation. Instead, the relationship usually
begins with a conversation between the
pastor and the candidate. In addition,
Stone’s Session approved the relationship
with the Rev. Chris Hansen.
We’re happy and blessed that Chris is
going to be a part of our Stone Church
family. Please be sure to welcome him!

New Soul Feast
Groups Forming
Soul Feast Groups are groups of
eight church women who gather
for study, conversation, and spiritual growth – and usually sharing
a meal together. The groups that
have formed in Stone Church have
developed into supportive networks
that connect members more deeply
to Stone Church and to God.
This January, we will be forming some new groups and adding
women to existing groups that
would like to welcome new members. If you have an interest in being
a part of such a group, please contact Rhonda Lakatos, Soul Feast
Coordinator.

As the Christmas season
comes to a close,
and we settle
into January,
we have a “but
wait!” moment.
Christmas
isn’t quite finished as we
look forward to
Epiphany ... a
time when we
take the hope of the season and carry
it on through the year ahead of us.
To help us with this time, Presbyterian Women invite all women in the
Presbytery to “A Winter Gathering”
Epiphany tea at Stone Church on
Jan. 5, from 2 to 4 pm. We will gather
in prayer and meditation, in chanted
song (in the style of the Taizé Community) accompanied with scripture
and seasonal readings. And (as if that
weren’t enough), there will also be
time to visit over a delightful dessert.

Presbyterian
Women

PW to Host January Coffee Fellowship
You will see many Presbyterian
Women in the Social Hall both before
and after Worship in January, as we
will be the hosts of Coffee Fellowship.
You can be sure there will be some
delicious treats to share.

Fair Trade Sales on Jan. 12
Fair Trade coffee, tea, and chocolate will be sold on Jan. 12. To save
some time, consider pre-ordering by
contacting Sally Magee or Rhonda
Lakatos. You will get a return email
with your costs. Then, you will arrive
to find your order waiting for you,
packaged and ready to go.

PW Schedule for January

Emerald Circle, 9:30 am, Jan. 2,
Gail Chaid’s home
“A Winter Gathering” Epiphany
Tea, Social Hall, 2 - 4 pm, Jan. 5,
(see also page 2)
Amethyst Circle, 1 pm, Jan. 8,
Church Library
PWCT, 9:30 am, Jan. 9
Much-Appreciated Coupons SupSocial Hall
port Katherine R. Smith School
“Not My Life” – A Human TrafDuring these cold, wintery days, ficking Movie, 7 to 9 pm, Jan. 10,
soup is always a welcome treat, so save Fireside Room (see also page 2)
your soup coupons and add them to
Fair Trade Sales, 10:30 am, Jan. 12,
the collection either on the Book Social Hall
Cart near the Social Hall or in the
Sapphire Circle, 7:30 pm, Jan. 13,
PW box in the Church Office.
Ida Raby’s home
These coupons go to Katherine R.
Lunch Bunch, 11:30 am, Jan. 14,
Smith School and enable the students Taiwan Restaurant, 1306 Lincoln Ave.
to enjoy an activity, outing, or someFocus Group, 9:30 am, Jan. 15,
thing special for their classrooms they June Tablak’s home
might not otherwise be able to have.
Book Group II, 2:30 pm, Jan. 20,
contact Claudia Hamm for location
Consider Joining a PW Group in
Bible Study, 9:30 am, Jan. 23,
the New Year!
Church Library
If you are not currently participating in a Presbyterian Women group
Prayer Shawl Group should con(see the list at right), you are more tact Janice Goertz for date and time.
than welcome to join any that may
Book Group I will not meet in
be of interest to you.
January.
PW is an ever-growing and very
active participant in the life of
- Sheri Cunningham,
Stone Church.
PW Secretary

Men’s
Ministry

The Men’s Ministry of
Stone Church includes a
mission work team, a book
group, a flying group, and
wine- and beer-making
groups.
For more information
about any of these activities, please contact Parish
Associate David McCreath.
Men’s Book Group
The Men’s Book
Group will meet on
Jan. 20, beginning at
7:30 pm, in order to
select books for reading
in late winter and early
spring. Bring suggestions for great reading
during the coming months. Gary Weiss
will host us at his home.
- David McCreath

Always Inspiring Stone Church
Women’s Retreat, April 4 - 6
Mark your calendars now
for the always wonderful
and inspiring Stone Church
Women’s Retreat, from April 4
through 6, 2014, at St. Francis
Retreat Center, in San Juan
Bautista.
This year, the theme of the
retreat will be “Conversations
between God and Me” under
the leadership of the Rev.
Linda Holbrook. Rev. Holbrook is an award-winning,
gifted Methodist minister and
a spiritual director who has
led workshops in visioning,
strategy, team building, and
conflict resolution.

Having fun with Rev. Irene
Pak at last year’s retreat!
Rev. Holbrook will share
with us her leadership and
spiritual gifts ... and her great
sense of humor!
For more information, please
contact Susan Bedolla.
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Come Make New Friends at
“All Presby” Youth Worship
Night and Lock In

The San José Presbytery is sponsoring a huge
Youth Worship Night and Lock In, at Sunnyvale Presbyterian Church. It starts at 5:30 pm,
Friday, Jan. 31, and ends at 9 am, Saturday,
Feb. 1. This is a great opportunity to meet other
Presbyterian youth in the Bay Area.
There will be dinner, worship, games, and
activities galore! Snacks too! We’ll conclude with
a pancake breakfast on Saturday morning.
To register, go to:
tinyurl.com/sjyouthlockin

Please contact Pastor Irene with any questions
you might have. It’s going to be awesome!

Shopping Trip for InnVision
Children is, As Always,
A Very Rewarding Experience
On Oct. 26, before the doors of Kohl’s in Santa
Clara were open to the public, 22 enthusiastic, generous Stone Church volunteers greeted their guests
– 20 youth from InnVision Shelter Network housing
programs.
StoneWorks sponsored each child with a gift card
and their very own Stone Shopper! Stone’s youth
group provided colorful signs and snacks that were
enjoyed in the Kohl’s staff room after all the shopping was done. Full bags and smiles were plentiful.
Stone has been taking homeless children shopping for more than 30 years! It is a festive and very
appreciated morning. Want to join in planning for
2014’s trip? Please contact Alice McNelis.
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For All Who Struggle
With Faith – Come Join
The “Heretics Circle”
Somewhere within Stone
Church there exists a small
group – known as the Heretics Circle – that has been
meeting for several years.
We are looking for a few
theologically brave persons
to join us.
Although all of us are
committed to the search for
a Christian meaning for our
lives, we each find it a far
from simple matter.
We are primarily a discussion group, although
we sometimes base our discussions on a book we are
reading. Our discussions are
entirely candid and are not
inhibited by any tendency to
orthodoxy.
We will kick off the new
year with the following four

topics, led by Irene Pak and
Ken Henry:
 Jan. 9: What Does it
Mean to be a Christian?
(led by Irene)
 Jan. 23: Is There a
Heaven? (led by Ken)
 Feb. 6: Can I Have an
Out-of-the-Box Faith?
(led by Ken)
 Feb. 20: I Want to
Believe, But I Have My
Doubts (led by Ken)
We meet in the Lincoln
House, from 7:30 to 9 pm.
Starting in March, we will
meet the first and third
Thursdays of the month.
Please contact Jerry Keifer
or Steve Nelson for more
information.

Sacred Heart Needs “Gleaners” –
Can You Spare Just a
Few Hours a Week?
Sacred Heart Community Service, in conjunction with the StoneWorks
Committee, is looking
for a few more gleaners.
What are gleaners? In
Biblical times, gleaners
were the poor who went
into the fields after the harvest and gleaned grain that
had fallen to the ground
and was left in the field.
It was a hard way to put a
meal on the table.
In our day, gleaners go
to various grocery stores
and pick up food that has
passed its sell by date.
What do you need to be
a gleaner? You need about
two hours one morning a
week between the hours of
6:30 and 9 am to pick up

the food and return it to
Sacred Heart.
In addition, it would be
best if you own an SUV,
Crossover SUV (smaller),
station wagon, or pick-up
truck.
Claire and I glean at the
Lucky’s at Paseo de Saratoga on Tuesdays. We have
had as many as 18 banana
boxes of food, but the usual
is about 8 to 10 boxes.
If you question whether
you can commit to one day
a week, how about joining
with one or two others in
picking up food from a
single store?
For more information, and
even for a ride along, please
contact Bill Ribble.
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Parents’ Day Out
2013
More than a dozen Deacon elves
filled the Social Hall on Dec. 14,
2013, helping once again to make
Parents’ Day Out fun for all!
Parents got a few hours respite to
help Santa with his list, or simply to
relax, while 16 children decorated
mini-gingerbread houses, adorned
their take-home bags, played kickball, watched Christmas movies, and
created keepsakes (Shrinky Dinks were
a hit; paperclip angels were not).
Thank you to all of the Deacons
who helped with this annual
Stone Church tradition.
- Lynn Peithman Stock

Ed Wendler, Hospice Volunteer,
To Speak at Adult Study, January 5
We are fortunate to have Ed
Wendler, volunteer with Hospice
of the Valley, as our
Adult Study speaker
on Jan. 5, 2014.
Hospice of the Valley
is a non-profit organization that has
helped patients and
their families focus
on quality of life for
individuals and their family caregivers when cure from illness is no
longer an option. This care can take
place at home, in a hospital, or at a
nursing home.
Ed speaks from personal experience as he shares how his family
received wonderful support when
his mother was dying. That experience made him want to pay back
that gift, and he has been volunteering at this organization since
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2009. Ed will explain what hospice
is, how it works, and who is eligible.
Perhaps you know of members of
our Stone Church community who
have benefited from the variety of
services offered by this excellent
organization.
Ed comments that the most
common feedback they receive is,
“We wish we would have known
about you sooner.” Since none of
us knows what the future holds,
the appeal of this presentation is
widespread. Ed’s goal is to make
sure folks are aware of the services
and support available ahead of time,
so they can avail themselves of the
excellent support if they, or a loved
one, be in need down the road.
Ed is an enthusiastic speaker and
is happy to answer your questions.
Do take the opportunity to learn
more on Jan. 5.
- Kathie Lloyd
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