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Four Youth from Stone, with the Rev. Irene Pak, attended the Presbyterian Youth Triennium in July! (see page 2)

Rev. Ken’s Top
Ten Things to
Do With People
at Stone Church
Before Summer
is Gone

8. If you are an active elder on
Session, attend the Session Leadership Retreat at Mel and Janice
Goertz’s home on Aug. 10.
7. Come to worship on Aug. 11
for a service of Ordination and
Installation of incoming deacons
and elders.
6. Come to hear the Rev. Irene
by Rev. Dr. Ken Henry
Pak preach on Aug. 25. (FYI, Ken
Here are the top ten things to do and Heather will be taking their
with people at Stone Church before daughter to San Diego State Unisummer is gone:
versity that weekend.)
10. Attend the outdoor Worship
5. Pray for parents at Stone
and Picnic at History Park San José Church (like me) who are preparing
on Aug. 18. An informal worship to watch their children head off to
experience is offered at 10 am, fol- college or go out into the world to
lowed by food, games and fellow- do great things with their lives.
ship. There’s no formal worship at
4. Come to worship on Aug. 4
Stone that day (see article, page 4).
to see Gary and Nancy Weiss’s
9. Get your picture taken for the grandchildren being baptized – six
new congregational pictorial direc- of them! You don’t want to miss
tory (see article, page 8).
that, do you?

3. Let Alice Thorn know how
much you appreciate her serving as
Clerk of Session at Stone Church for
many years (see photo, page 5). Then,
welcome Steve and Wendy Lord as
the new Clerk(s) of Session.
2. Learn a little sign language or
ASL. At the very least, learn how to
say “Good Morning” or “Hello” or
“The Peace of Christ be with you.”
We currently have a terrific group of
folks attending Stone Church who
are waiting to meet you. Welcome
Bill, Mike, Fran and Julia. We’re
glad you’re here!
1. Before worship on any Sunday
in August, read Psalm 107:1-7.
Better yet, offer this psalm as a
prayer. Then come to worship to
discover God’s love in community.
For truly, “God satisfies the thirsty,
and God fills up the hungry with
good things.”
Blessings, Ken
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Four Stone Church Youth, plus the Rev. Irene Pak, Attend Triennium
I AM in the sun, I AM in the shade, I
AM in the light that love has made. I AM
in the cold, I AM in the warm, I AM in the
center of your storm. I AM in the fire, I AM
in the flood, I AM in the marrow and the
blood. When you cannot stand, I AM.
- I Am, by Bebo Norman
(lyrics to a song at Triennium)
This summer, I had the privilege
of leading a delegation of 24 youth
and 3 other adult leaders from San
José Presbytery to
the Presbyterian
Youth Triennium
at Purdue University in Indiana.
Representing
Stone Church
were
Grant
Nilson, Aaron McNelis, Samantha
Blodgett, and Maddie McNelis (pictured below).

The last time I went to Triennium
was in 1995 as a youth, and it was such
a powerful and life-changing experience for me that this year, I went to our
presbytery asking that we send a delegation. You know what happens when
you do that, right? You get assigned to
do it. Eighteen years later, there I was
as an adult and the registrar leading the
delegation. It’s a whole new world and
perspective going this way.
After canceled flights and a much
longer travel day than ever imagined,
we missed the first worship service
and finally made it to Purdue a little
bit past midnight. We didn’t have air
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you wish you could “participate more” with the
kids – or feel like maybe
you’re not cut out for
youth ministry anymore
– one of the teenagers
comes up to you and
thanks you for putting it
all together and bringing
them there ...
Because in the midst of a
denomination that seems
to be in “fear mode” of all
the changes happening, I
see that the church might
not look the same in the
conditioning in our dorms. There was future, but it is still VERY much alive
a three-hour time change that was not because of the energy and hearts of all
in our favor when breakfast is from the young people there ...
Because on the way home, all the
7 to 8:30 am. Oh, and it was HOT.
The kind of hot where you’re dripping youth were sad to leave and couldn’t
sweat standing still.
stop singing and talking about what
However, with all these difficulties, it they had experienced ...
was worth it. It was SO
worth it. Here’s why I
love what I do:
Because after over
13 hours of travel and
delays and little going
right the first day, all the
youth still had a positive
attitude and still buzzed
with excitement ...
Because even though
so much of me wanted
to break down at
times out of exhaustion or heat, watching
these 5,000 youth and adults, from
Because Jesus is the vine, and we
all over the country and the world, are the branches ... and because I saw
sing and worship God together will people willing to abide in the midst of
all of our differences ...
sustain you ...
Because God is truly the I AM, the
Because when you think what you’re
doing doesn’t really matter – or when everlasting presence that I pray will
be carried with all the
youth who attended this
Triennium ...
For this and so much
more…
It was SO WORTH IT.
If you run into any of
the youth who went to
this Triennium, ask them
about it! Listen to their
stories. And be encouraged. The light of faith
still burns in the hearts
of this generation.
- Rev. Irene Pak

Two Youth, plus the Indefatigable Irene(!), Help Puente in Pescadero
In early July, Stone Church
We also had the opportunity to
youth, Emma Brand and Meghan labor and work on a farm, harvesting
Schroeder (pictured below, at left), fruits and vegetables and planting new
joined youth from First Presbyterian crops. The youth came out of that particular experience – of
working on a farm
– with a new appreciation for where our food
comes from and the
difficult labor required
for its harvest.
The particular organic farm we worked on
is interesting in that
they donate 80% of
their harvest to those
in need and sell 20%.
That evening, we ate
with migrant workers
and farmers who were
Church of Palo Alto, for a week-long primarily Spanish speaking, and we
local youth service trip to Pescadero, were able to see the fruits of our labor
in the fresh produce we each received
California.
We spent the majority of our week and ate that night.
On our final day, we participated in
serving an organization there called
Puente, which means “bridge.” a beach clean-up and collected eight
Puente is an organization that serves pounds of trash – and then spent the
rest of the day enjoythe farmers and
ing the ocean and
field workers and
relaxing after a week
their children – and
of hard work.
provides services
A special thanks to
and programs for a
our Stone Church
community in need
community for
of resources and
helping provide
assistance.
lunch bags, reusable
Most of the week,
water bottles and
we camped at the
beautiful Butano State Park and tissue boxes for the back-to-school
spent our days gardening, weed- backpack drive at Puente. Out of
ing and listening to the stories of the 350 students in Pescadero,
immigration and young people over 200 have signed up needing
these supplies.
- Rev. Irene Pak
living there.
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The Men’s
Ministry
of
Stone
C h u rch
includes a
mission
work team, a
book group,
a flying group, and wine- and
beer-making groups.
For additional information
about any of these activities,
please contact Parish Associate
David McCreath.

Men’s
Ministry

Men’s Book
Group
to Meet
Aug. 19
The Men’s
Ministry’s
plans for the
fall begin on
Aug. 19, when the Men’s
Book Group will meet at

7:30 pm to discuss How I
Killed Pluto and Why It Had
It Coming, by Mike Brown.
Stephen Buckley will be
the host.
Men’s Breakfast on Sept. 7
On Sept. 7, the men of the
church will enjoy breakfast
in the Social Hall, from 8 to
9 am.
Men’s Mission Trip to
Westminster Woods,
Sept. 20-24
The annual “long weekend”
mission trip to Westminster
Woods will be held Sept. 20
through 24.
Come Join Us!
All men of the church are
welcome to be a part of any
or all of these activities.
- David McCreath

Men’s Book Group Welcomes
Author Betty Auchard on Oct. 21
Everyone is Invited!

The Men’s Book Group has
invited author Betty Auchard
to its Oct. 21
meeting to discuss her book
The Home for the
Friendless: Finding Hope, Love,
and Family.
The meeting will be held at the Ribble
home, and all from Stone
Church are invited to read
the book and/or join in the
conversation.
Betty has donated 24 of her
books to the Stone Church
Library, and they are located
to the left side of the library
on the bottom shelf next to the
computer under the window.
If you take a book, please leave
your name on a piece of paper
so that someone may borrow it
if we run short of books.
The Home for the Friendless
chronicles Betty’s experiences
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A Moment for TaizÉ

from age 5 to about 18 during
which her mother and father
separated many times and
divorced and remarried several times while farming the
children out to relatives or an
orphanage.
During this time, World
War II impacted her family
and the entire country, and
Betty morphed from a shy girl
to leader of her high school
class her senior year.
Betty, who lives in Los Gatos,
is a gifted author, and the book
will keep you wondering what
happens next to the family.
Please join us on Monday,
Oct. 21, from 7:30 to 9:30 pm,
at the Ribble home.
Refreshments will be provided by the men of the
book group.
Watch for more information as
we move closer to October.
- Bill Ribble

“Taizé has been an island of peace for me ever
since the death of my fiance in 2010. It remains
a beautiful, candlelit haven for me where I can
escape the busy-ness of my world. Thank you
so much, Stone Church!”
- Pat Pierce

Worship and Picnic at
History Park, Aug. 18

On Sunday, Aug. 18, we will worship and
enjoy picnicking together on the beautiful
grounds of the History Park at Kelley Park.
We will again go “green” this year by asking
you to bring your own plates, utensils, beverage
containers and napkins.
Sign-ups will be held during Coffee Fellowship, and a map showing the way to History
Park will be provided.
- Pat Magee

Dorothy Stevens will also be at
the brunch to present coupons collected during the year to our school,
K.R. Smith. If you have some not yet
“Mad dogs and turned in, bring them to the brunch,
Englishmen go and she will add them to the bag.
out in the midday
Fair Trade Sales continue during
sun.” (And maybe the summer. Iced tea is delicious
Americans too?) made from the Fair Trade tea, as is
Don’t forget your iced coffee – for those of you who
sunscreen and hat, like it.
if not a parasol!
PW Schedule for August
The Focus Group once again brightFocus Group, 9:30 am, Aug. 7,
ens our summer by sponsoring the June Tablak’s home
August Brunch. The topic this year
PWCT, 9:30 am, Aug. 8,
is the Affordable Care Act (Obam- Social Hall
acare). Because we are all affected, we
Fair Trade Sales, 10:30 am, Aug. 11,
need to understand what it entails. Social Hall
Remember that this is not limited
Lunch Bunch, 11:30 am, Aug. 13,
to PW groups, but to everyone inter- Taiwan Restaurant, 1306 Lincoln Ave.
ested. (Please see the article, below, for August Brunch, 9:30 am, Aug. 17,
more information.)
Social Hall
August – the
Presbyterian “dog
days” of
summer.
To quote
Women
a well-used phrase,

Bible Study, 9:30 am, Aug. 22,
Church Library, led by Claudia
Hamm and Alice Thorn, Lesson 1 of
An Abiding Hope (2013-2014 Horizons
Bible Study) [Books available Aug. 4,
11, and 18.]
Book Group I, 1 pm, Aug. 26,
Hazel James’ home, discussing House
of Earth by Arlo Guthrie
Book Group II is on vacation,
but here’s a heads-up for the book
for September -- The Round House by
Louise Erdrich.
Prayer Shawl Group should contact Janice Goertz for date and time.
Note: All circles are on hiatus until
September.
Future Date to Save
Bible Study Day at SFTS, Sept. 14
(more details next month)
- Catherine Amos

“Healthcare: The Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act” is Topic of
August Brunch, Hosted by PW Focus
The theme of this year’s Presbyterian Women’ August Brunch is
“Healthcare: The Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act.”
The brunch will be held on
Saturday, Aug. 17, from 9:30 to
11:30 am in the Social Hall.
Special guest speaker Elizabeth
Sholes will provide information on
the plans, benefits and subsidies
available to low- and middle-income
families, as well as changes in Medicare and Medi-Cal for seniors and
very low-income people.
Elizabeth has worked as Director of Public Policy for California
Council of Churches and California Council of Churches IMPACT
since early 2002. She provides
educational background on public
policy issues and is a lobbyist
going before the California state
legislature.
Elizabeth’s focus over the past several years has been on healthcare as
a central issue. She has educated the
Council’s and IMPACT’s 1.5 million members to discuss healthcare
policy through the prism of moral

values, grounded in faith perspectives. She has led her members in
arguing for the protection of critical
health programs for those in need
at the state and federal levels. With
the passage of healthcare reform,
Elizabeth’s work has shifted to education and outreach.
This event is open to all members
and friends of the congregation
– both men and women.
A delicious brunch of quiche,
muffins and fruit will be served.
A donation of $5 is suggested to
defray program expense.
The deadline to sign up for childcare is Saturday, Aug. 3 and for the
brunch, Sunday, Aug. 11.
Also, PW will support the YWCA
by providing school supplies for
children and adults in their domestic violence program. Please bring
backpacks and supplies, in any
quantity, to the brunch.
Make childcare and brunch reservations by either signing up during
Coffee Fellowship or contacting
Charlotte Dickson.
- Catherine Edwards

Alice Thorn Honored
Alice Thorn was recently honored as
a “Stone Steward” for the enormous
variety of things she has done, and continues to do, for Stone Church, but most
recently for her many years of service as
Clerk of Session.
We thank you, Alice, for your devotion to Stone Church and to the Book
of Order.
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Session Welcomes New Elders, Discusses Same Gender Marriage
The Session held its regular meeting
on July 16. Because this was the first
meeting with a new class of Elders, it
was concerned with orientation and
information giving.
Moderator Ken Henry had experienced Elders meet with incoming
Elders in small groups, for sharing
of wisdom on the task of serving
on Session.
The groups were then re-formed,
as committee chairs and co-chairs
received a copy of the charter of
their particular committee, and were
given time to read over the document to familiarize themselves with
the purpose and tasks they were
taking on.

Session came back together and
Mel Goertz, chair of the Committee on Budget and Finance, gave an
overview of financial processes, with
a particular focus on how to use the
voucher system for payments.
Session received a summary of information on the process for moving
Irene Pak from Temporary Supply to
a Called position.
Ken Henry led an explanation/discussion on the issue of same gender
marriage and how Stone will react
to the change in law in California.
Having same gender marriage legal in
the state puts pressure on church pastors who are asked to perform such
ceremonies. There is an Ecclesiastical

consideration, however: the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has not given
clear approval of such marriages. The
issue is murky, as a Pastor has the
right to decide who he or she will
marry, and a Pastor has the duty to
give pastoral care to members of the
congregation.
Reporting for the Worship committee, Dhar Blackwood noted that some
older members of the congregation
had asked for a later start time for
worship, from 9:30 to 10 am. After
discussion, the committee decided
not to make this change. The time as
set works well with Christian Education and Adult Education.
- Alice Thorn, Clerk of Session

Church Library Shares Recommendations from Other Readers
As summer continues, here are some
books that others have enjoyed.
Happy browsing in both the Children’s
Chapel Library and our two rooms in
Lincoln House!
- Sue Williams, Library Coordinator

Submarines and Ships by
Richard Humble (J 623
Hum), given by Glen
Casner
Ten Mile Day & the
Building of the Transcon-

Interpretation: Proverbs
by Leo Perdue (220 Int v.
16), given by the Deacons
in honor of Alice Thorn’s
service as
Clerk of
Session
New for our younger tinental Railroad by
When I
members:
Mary Ann Fraser
Was a Child
Bonny’s Big Day by (YA 973.8 Fra)
I Read Books by Marilynne
James Herriot (1st Bks
Robinson (814.54 Rob),
J Her), given by Glen
given by Sara
Casner
Holtzapple
Armageddon Summer
People of the Lie: The Hope
Countdown to Kinby Jane Yolen & Bruce
for Healing Human Evil by
dergarten by Alison
Coville (YA Yol)
M. Scott Peck, given by Gail
McGhee (1st Bks J
Chaid, rec. by Madeleine
McG)
L’Engle

On My Own: Helping
Kids Help Themselves by
Tova Navarra, R.N. (J

306 Nav)
Coral Reefs by Jenny
Wood (J 593 Woo)

Pyramid by David
Macaulay (YA TALL
722 Mac)
THE STONE NEWS, PAGE 6

On the adult side:
DeSoto, Coronado,
Cabrillo: Explorers of the
Northern Mystery by David
Lavender (973.1 Lav),
given by Brad Bauer
Stealing Jesus: How Fundamentalism Betrays Christianity by Bruce Bawer (277.3
Baw, given
by Claudia
Hamm
T h e
Gospel
According to Tolkien by
Ralph Wood (823.9
Woo)

In our adult
special sections:
Confessions of an Economic
Hit Man by John Perkins
(Soc. Iss. 332 Per)
The World
As I See It & Out of My
Later Years by Albert Einstein (B EINSTEIN)
Nothing
Daunted:
The Unexpected Education of Two Society Girls
in the West by Dorothy
Wickenden (BB WICKENDEN)

Stephen Stock Wins Emmy; Also Murrow, Twain Awards
In June, Stephen Stock, an Investigative
Reporter for NBC Bay Area, KNTV, and
a new Stone Church
member, won an Emmy
from the Northern California Chapter of the
National Academy Television Arts and Sciences
for an investigation that
uncovered widespread
and unregulated
hydraulic fracturing, commonly known
as “fracking,” for oil in California. This
investigation resulted in new state regula-

tions and scrutiny for fracking. Here are
links to the stories:
www.nbcbayarea.com/investigations/What-theFrack-Controversial-Drilling-Happening-Here-inCalifornia-140956263.html
www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/California-WillRegulate-Fracking-After-All-174408581.html
www.nbcbayarea.com/investigations/NBC-BayArea-Investigation-Leads-to-Fracking-Legislation184035221.html

This summer, Stephen also won a Mark
Twain Award for Best Investigative Reporting from the Associated Press Television

and Radio Association. This award recognized his investigation into child labor,
which continues in California’s Central
Valley and across the U.S. This report
prompted proposed laws in Congress and
was picked up by the network and local
NBC stations across America.
Stephen also won an Edward R. Murrow
award for Best Investigative Reporting for
this investigation. Here is a link to the
entire seven-part series:
www.nbcbayarea.com/investigations/series/children-in-the-field/Bay-Area-Children-in-the-Field164621746.html

A Last, Fond Look at Vacation Church School, 2013!
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Stone’s New Pictorial Directory Well Underway;
Family Portraits To Be Taken in August
Scheduling is well underway for a
new Stone Church Pictorial Directory,
to be delivered shortly after Christmas.
Family photos for the directory will
be taken Aug. 8 - 10, 23 - 24, and
30 - 31. Please note that the last two
days have been recently added.
The best and easiest way to sign up is
online. On Stone’s home page (www.
stonechurch.org), select the Portrait
Sign-Up link at the right of the page.

You can also sign up with an Appointment Coordinator in the Social Hall
both before and after Sunday Worship.
It is expected that family photos
will be available in time to be used as
Christmas presents. A 10% discount
on purchased photos will be given to
all families who sign up online.
And please be aware that there is
absolutely no obligation to purchase
any photos.
- Pat Magee

Ida Raby, one of our dedicated office volunteers

Robin Meyers - Author, Speaker, Educator, and Pastor - Coming to Stone
The Rev. Dr. Robin R. Meyers will
be Stone’s Henrietta Perdue Lecturer,
on Friday evening,
Nov. 15, and Saturday
morning, Nov. 16.
Lecture topics, taken
from his most recent
book, The Underground
Church: Reclaiming the
Subversive Way of Jesus, include:
` Friday, 7:30 pm: From Galilean
Sage to Supernatural Savior (or How I
Became a Heretic with Help
from Jesus)
` Saturday, 9 am: God-Talk: How
Quantum Physics is Redefining
“Almighty”
` Saturday, 11 am: The Underground
Church: Reclaiming the Subversive
Way of Jesus

A nationally known progressive UCC
pastor, professor, and peace activist, Dr.
Meyers is also the author of six books
about Christianity and American
society, including:
 Saving Jesus from the Church: How
to Stop Worshiping Christ and Start
Following Jesus
 Why the Christian Right is Wrong: a
Minister’s Manifesto for Taking Back
Your Faith, Your Flag, Your Future
 The Virtue in the Vice: Finding
Seven Lively Virtues in the Seven
Deadly Sins
Dr. Meyers has been the senior minister of Mayflower Congregational UCC
church, Oklahoma City, for 27 years,
and is a tenured full professor of rhetoric in the philosophy department at
Oklahoma City University.

In April, Dr. Meyers was a featured
speaker at the Westar Convention (formally known as the Jesus Seminar). In
October, just before coming to Stone, he
will have the honor of presenting, at Yale
Divinity School, the prestigious Lyman
Beecher Lectureship on Preaching – a
lectureship given each year since 1871.
Costs, Ticket Sales, Further Study

 Costs for the lectures are $20 for
Friday, $20 for both Saturday
lectures, or $30 for all lectures.
 Ticket sales will begin in midSeptember.
 Stone’s Adult Education will
offer a five-week series on The
Underground Church on Sunday
mornings, starting Sept. 22; copies
of the book will be available for
$19 (Amazon price). - Pat Magee
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Ken Henry in a reflective moment ...
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Irene Pak, Dan Raby,
Stephen Stock, Marsha Wadley

