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Middle School Rock-a-Thon is a Huge Success!
The Middle School Group recently completed a 12-hour Rock-a-Thon! During the event, they made thirteen Valentines
for our shut-ins, decorated cookies for Coffee Fellowship, got to know each other better, watched several movies,
played “Catch Phrase” and even slept a little! They raised over $650, which they decided – after a lively discussion – to
divide among Stone’s Garden Project, the Humane Society and a Family Shelter. They thank you all for your support.

requested by our Presbyterian
Church. I’ve done several of
these now, and with each I’ve
by Alice Thorn, Clerk of Session
wondered what the report tells
us and, more importantly, what
A poem by W. H. Auden called it does not.
It tells us that at the end of
“The Unknown Citizen” begins
“He was found by the Bureau 2010, our official membership
of Statistics to be/One against was 334, and at the end of 2011
whom there was no official that number grew to 346. In some
complaint ...” After enumerat- years we recorded membership
ing statistical data about this losses, so growth is great news.
citizen, the poem ends with a The definition of a member is
question: “Was he free? Was he in our Form of Government:
happy? The question is absurd/
An active member is a person who
has made a profession
Had anything been wrong, we
of faith in Christ,
should certainly have heard.”
has been baptized,
The poem points to limits
has been received into
membership of the church,
in statistical knowledge. And I
has
voluntarily submitted to the
am quoting it, because as Clerk
government of this church,
of Session I just completed
and participates in the
church’s work and worship.
the Annual Statistical report

Statistics

So the record is of persons
who have made a defined public
commitment to faith and to
responsibility in the church.
But the great variety of religious
experience is not contained in
that single number. Our nonstatistical sense of Stone is of
an active church with lots of
visitors, a vibrant church school
and bursting nursery (our count
of infant baptisms does reflect
that, with seven in 2011 and
ten in 2010), a phenomenal
choir, many active groups, a
strong sense of service and mission. There is great energy on
Sunday mornings.
We celebrate committed
members. And, we remember
that numbers don’t tell the
whole story.
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“The High Places” is Theme of Worship Services During Lent 2012
In Stone’s Worship Services during
Lent, we will be exploring the theme of
The High Places. Through sermons,
music and liturgy, we will journey into
the upper regions of faith and hope.
 March 4: 2nd Sunday of Lent
Luke 14:7-11; 1 Kings 3:2-15a
Theme: Going Up Higher, with
Ken preaching and Communion
 March 11: 3rd Sunday of Lent
Habakkuk 3 ff; Luke 4:1-13
Theme: Exploring Dangerous High
Santa Clara Valley at twilight, as viewed from a “High Place” – along the Mt. Hamilton Road
Places, with Ken preaching
 April 1: Passion/Palm Sunday –  April 6: Good Friday
 March 18: 4th Sunday of Lent
Holy Week Begins
10 am - 2 pm Sanctuary open
Luke 19:1-10; Romans 8:31-39
Mark
11:
1-11;
Mark
15:1-39
Theme: Zacchaeus High Up in a
 April 7: Great Vigil of Easter
Theme: Lift High the Cross, with
Tree, with Ken preaching
 April 8: Easter – Resurrection of
Ken preaching and Communion
 March 25: 5th Sunday of Lent
the Lord – The Highest Place!
 April 5: Maundy Thursday
Matthew 5:1-11; Ex. 19:; Ps. 121
with Ken preaching
7 pm Maundy Thursday
Theme: I Lift Up my Eyes to Moun6:30 am Easter Sunrise Service
Worship Service
tains, with John Aney preaching
9:30 am Easter Worship Service

Stone Church
Lenten Devotions

Stone Church of Willow Glen’s
Lenten Devotions 2012 started as an
idea from the Rev. Dr. Ken Henry
as a meaningful way for our congregation to take an active part in the
Lenten journey to the cross.
Lent can be a passive period of
“waiting and watching,” but it can
also be a time for response and
giving – and in this case, writing.
As could be counted on, many
Stone members quickly signed up
to be part of the project. The instructions were simple – take a suggested
Lenten scripture passage provided by
Ken and write a personal reflection
to share with others. The form of
each devotion varies in length and
style – some are minimalist, some

Lenten TaizÉ Worship Services Restored
The Taizé Committee of Stone
Church is delighted to announce that
all (except the first) of the previously
cancelled Taizé Lenten Worship Services
have been restored to the calendar.
We will begin with the March 6
service and continue each Tuesday
through Holy Week (specifically,
March 6, 13, 20, 27; and April 3).
We are grateful to a generous donor
from our congregation who is making
this possible, along with the diligent
efforts of members of the Taizé
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Committee and our gracious and
very necessary musicians.
If you are looking for a way to experience the Lenten season with meaning and depth, you will find it in our
Taizé service.
If you are simply curious, please
come and explore this time of quiet,
music, scripture and prayer.
The Sanctuary doors open at
6:30 pm, and the service runs from
6:45 to 7:30 pm. Blessings!
- Charlotte Dickson, Taizé Committee

are poems, some are personal, some
are reflective. The writers vary from
our children, youth and young adults
to the most senior among us.
We hope you’ll read one a day for
the 40 days leading to Easter. These
devotions are available in the Narthex
and the Church Office. An email
version is being sent out, as well, that
will make it easy for those on the go
with smart phones or computers, or
simply away from the congregation.
Thank you to all who contributed
– it’s a special gift. And it’s an honor
to be a part of this loving family of
Christ in Willow Glen.
May the Blessings of this Lenten
Season be with All of Us!
- Fred Oliver, Worship Committee

Adult Study Offers Classes on Oikocredit, Mary Magdalene and More
March 11: “Mental Illness Concerns”
with Kathy Forward, NAMI Director
Kathy Forward, Interim Executive
Director and former Board President
of the National Alliance on Mental
March 4: “Oikocredit - Empowering Illness (NAMI) in Santa Clara County,
the Poor Through Microfinance”
will present information on mental illwith Stuart Krengel, San Francisco
ness and how it affects those afflicted
Outreach Coordinator, Oikocredit
and those close to them. She will speak
Founded in 1975, Oikocredit is an on the stigma often associated with
international cooperative microfi- mental illness and will share resource
nance investment vehicle that seeks to materials on the education and support
empower the poor with credit. Oiko- offered by NAMI and other organicredit provides financing to microfi- zations. In particular – how can we
nance institutions (MFIs) that in turn as a faith community offer support?
make loans to individual entrepreneurs (For more detail, see page 4.)
and small businesses that lack access to
traditional financial services. “Oiko- March 18: “Mary Magdalene – the
credit’s mission is to promote global Hidden Apostle”
justice by challenging people, churches
Mary Magdalene may not have been a
and other institutions to share their prostitute, but rather a woman of wealth
resources through socially responsible whose financial support was crucial
investments and by empowering disad- to the early survival of Christianvantaged people with credit.”
ity. The special relationship she had
Adult Study classes meet Sundays,
from 11:10 am to 12:15 pm, in the Fireside Room. Childcare is provided. (For
more information, contact Pat Magee.)

with Christ led to resentment among
other followers, and her reputation
was tarnished as a result. Drawing on
ancient texts, rare art and the research
of top scholars at Harvard, Yale, Catholic University and the University of
Wisconsin, we compare the evidence
we have with the stories we have heard
– and try to reconcile them.
March 25 - April 29: “A Free and
Energetic Government – Moving Government Back to the People”
Are you concerned about late state
budgets, poor school funding, bad roads
and declining quality of life? Do you think
California government needs to change?
A five-week series, A Free and Energetic
Government - Moving Government Back
to the People, will show how we got where
we are today and examine possible
solutions – following a faith-based study
guide from the California Council of
Churches. (For more detail, see page 4.)

Church Library has Inspiring Books to Help with Lenten Reflections
As Lent proceeds, we feel a certain
solemnity. It seems a good time to
reflect on topics such as prayer, nature,
bereavement, inspiration and creativity.
- Sue Williams, Library Coordinator

The Bible from Scratch:
The New Testament for
Beginners by Donald
Griggs (225.6 Gri), given
by Joan Helms
PractiNew for our younger members:
cal Praying
The Art Lesson by
by Linette
Tomie dePaola (1st Bks Martin (243 Mar)
J deP)
Contemplative Prayer by
I Call My Hand Gentle
Thomas
by Amanda Haan (1st
Merton
Bks J Haa)
(243 Mer),
given by Dulcie Janzen
From Daybreak to Good
Can You Drink the Cup?
Night: Poems for Children
by Henri Nouwen (248.4
by Carl
Nou)
SandT h e
burg (J 811.52 San)
View from a Monastery by Brother Benet
A WeekTvedten
end with
(248.4 Tve), given by
Winslow
Brad Bauer
Homer by Ann Beneduce
Women Mystics by Louis
(YA Biog HOMER)
Bouyer
(248.2
On the adult side:
Bou), given
The Demon and the
by Colleen
Angel: Searching for the Blackburn
Source of Artistic InspiraVisual Dictionary by
tion by Edward Hirsch Barnes & Noble (423 Bar),
(153.3 Hir)
given by the Bowers family

In our adult special
sections:
South Bay Trails: Outdoor
Adventures by Jean Rusmore
et al. (Ecol 917.94 Rus),
given by
Brad Bauer
Death and
Bereavement Across Cultures
ed. by Colin Parkes et al.
(Spec NeedsD 306.9 Par)
Meetings at
the Edge by Stephen Levine
(Spec Needs-D 362.1
Lev), given
by Janice
Goertz
The Other Voice: 20th
Century Women’s Poetry in
Translation
ed. by Joanna
Bankier et
al. (Women 808.81 Ban),
given by Charlotte Dickson
The Elegance of the
Hedgehog by
Muriel Barbery (F Bar),
given by the Bowers family
Still Alice by Lisa Genova
(F Gen)
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Kathy Forward, NAMI Director, to Speak on Mental Health, March 11
Do you have a family member or
close friend who suffers from a mental
illness? Have you ever wondered how
families cope with the stigma and
guilt often associated with mental illness? Would you like some information about the services available for
people who have a mental disorder
and/or their families?
Stone’s Health Ministry Committee is very fortunate to have
arranged for Kathy Forward, Interim
Executive Director and former Board
President of the National Alliance
on Mental Illness (NAMI) in Santa
Clara County, to speak at Stone on

March 11 at the regular Adult Study
time (11:10 am in the Fireside Room).
NAMI was begun in 1977 in Santa
Clara County with the goals of assisting people with mental illness and
their family members by providing
support, education and resources.
Kathy is a dynamic speaker who will
emphasize that mental illnesses are
not the result of personal weakness or
poor upbringing, but are biologically
based disorders of the brain. Kathy
will bring handouts with information
on the many different resources available through NAMI, such as workshops and support groups.

At a recent Health Ministry meeting,
our pastor Ken Henry shared that he
receives a fair amount of pastoral calls
from folks in which mental illness
issues are present. The question then
arises – how can we as a faith community offer support and guidance to
those suffering, and to their families?
We hope our speaker will have
some suggestions for us along these
lines, and perhaps you have some
thoughts and suggestions you might
like to share as well. We certainly
hope to see you at this very important
presentation.
- Kathie Lloyd, Health Ministry Chair

Five-Week Adult Study Hopes for “A Free and Energetic Government”
Do you remember when California
was a trendsetter state? When California had top schools? Are you concerned about late state budgets, poor
school funding, bad roads and declining quality of life? Do you think California government needs to change?
To find out how we got into the
condition we face today and to
examine possible solutions, plan to
attend a five-week Adult Study series,

A Free and Energetic Government –
Moving Government Back to the People.
The series will follow a faith-based
guide prepared by the California Council of Churches for congregational use.
Each Sunday, there will be a different presenter and a different topic
for discussion.
The classes begin March 25 and
continue through April 29 (except
Easter Sunday). Sign-ups will be

Stone’s Women’s Retreat:
Registration Still Open for
Full Weekend or Just Saturday
Registration is still open for Stone’s annual
Women’s Retreat, the weekend of March 16 - 18.
Also, please note that you can now sign up to
come just for the day on Saturday, March 17 (which
has not been previously announced).
Social justice for
African-Americans
arose because of
gospel singing.
Intrigued? With our
dynamic leader, the
Women’s Retreat 2011
Rev. Ann Jefferson,
learn more about how this religious music built an
active community that changed the world.
And discover the answer to the question: How
can we do it again?
For more information, or to register, please
contact Ann Pierce, or look for the sign-up table at
Coffee Fellowship.
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held March 11 and 18 during Coffee
Fellowship.
A few copies of the guide
will be available at sign-up, or
you can get a copy online at
www.calchurches.org/1-ca-governance.html. Scroll to the line that
says Download Study Guide here.
Childcare can be provided with a twoweek notice or if requested at sign-up.
- Sally Magee, PW Focus Group

Presbyterians around the World:
Addressing Domestic Violence in
the Dominican Republic
As a follow up to his sermon on
world mission on Jan. 29, 2012,
the Rev. David McCreath is bringing worldwide mission stories to
The Stone News. From Mission
Crossroads, Winter 2011:
1 7 0
churchwo m e n
f r o m
congreJo Ella Holman
gations
around the Dominican
Republic came together
for their annual Women’s
Camp in August.
Jo Ella Holman, the General Assembly’s regional liaison for the Caribbean, stated

that, “So far in 2011, 105
women have been killed by
their domestic partners or expartners. The Dominicans’
Evangelical church’s women
are responding to God’s call
to peace and peacemaking
in a society that is increasingly violent. The Women’s
Camp focused on domestic
violence and how the church
is being called to respond.”
The Dominican Evangelical church, the PCUSA’s
partner in that country, is
the oldest Protestant denomination in the Dominican
Republic, celebrating 90
years in 2012.

nerships Team with an emphasis on
Africa and Ecumenical Relationships. The daughter and granddaughter of missionaries, she grew up in
Cameroun, Central/West Africa.
Stone’s Annual Women’s Retreat
is scheduled for March 16-18, with
the Rev. Ann Jefferson as facilitator.
If you can’t make the whole weekend,
you can now come just for Saturday.
(For more detail, see page 4.)
Our Focus Group reminds us they
will lead adult study in March and
April on “A Free and Energetic Government.” (For more detail, see page 4.)
Pillsbury appears to be trying to
dominate the coupons for the education market. In addition to items
already mentioned, they have Chex
Mix and Toaster Strudel. Don’t forget
the double coupon deals!

Fair Trade Sales, 10:30 am, March 11,
Social Hall
Sapphire Circle, 7:30 pm, March 12,
Sally Magee’s home
Lunch Bunch, 11:30 am, March 13,
Taiwan Restaurant (call Ida Raby)
Book Group II, 2:30 pm, March 19,
Charlotte Dickson’s home, discussing Remarkable Creatures by
Tracy Chevalier
Focus Group, 9:30 am, March 21,
June Tablak’s home
Bible Study, 9:30 am, March 22,
Confessing the Beatitudes, Lesson 8,
with the Rev. Marge Palmer,
Church Library
Prayer Shawl Group, 4 pm, March 22,
Church Library
Book Group I, 1 pm, March 26,
Hazel James’ home, discussing The
Butterfly Mosque by G. Willow Wilson

PW Schedule for March
Emerald Circle, 9:30 am, March 1,
Fran Cole’s home
Amethyst Circle, 1 pm, March 7,
Church Library
PWCT, 9:30 am, March 8,
Social Hall. This is the Presbyterian
Women’s Coordinating Team, which is
open to all interested members.

Future Dates to Save
PWP Spring Gathering, March 17,
noon to 2 pm, Sunnyvale Presbyterian
Church (includes lunch – for $10)
Stone’s Women’s Retreat, March
16 - 18 (see page 4)
2012-2013 PW Bible Study
Overview, Sept. 8, SFTS
- Catherine Amos

The Men’s Ministry of Stone
March:
Love
Church includes a mission
Wins: A Book About
work team, a book group, and a
Heaven, Hell, and
flying group.
the Fate of Ever y
For more inforPerson Who Ever
Men’s
mation about
Lived by Rob Bell
Ministry a ny o f t h e s e
activities, please
contact Parish Associate David
April: The DisapMcCreath.
pearing Spoon: And
Other True Tales of
Men’s Book Group Announces
Madness, Love, and the
Selections for Winter and Spring
History of the World
The Men’s Book Group has from the Periodic Table
selected reading for late winter of the Elements by Sam
and spring, coverKean
ing a wide variety
of subjects.
May: The Man
All men of the
Who Walked Through
church are welcome
Time: The Stor y of
to read these books
the First Trip Afoot
and join in the discussions.
Through the Grand
Here, by month, are the titles of
Canyon by Colin
the group’s selections:
Fletcher

June: Killing Lincoln: The Shocking
Assassination that
Changed America
Forever by Martin
Dugard and Bill
O’Reilly

I forgot to mention last month that
this is a Leap Year; sorry, that means we
missed “Daisy Mae Day” (all you young
women who never had the pleasure of
reading the comic
Presbyterian strip “Li’l Abner”
can google it).
Women
Now, we go on
to March; as you
know, the month is named for Mars, the
Greek god of war. We, of course, are praying for rain.
The Spring Gathering of Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery will
be held on the 17th of March (Happy
St. Patrick’s Day – wear green!) at the
Sunnyvale Presbyterian Church,
with lunch for $10.
Our keynote speaker will be the Rev.
Katharine Reeves.
She will speak on
“The New Face
of Slavery.” Rev.
Reeves is serving PW as Program
Associate for Mission and is also serving on the PCUSA Human Trafficking Round Table. Prior to joining the
staff of PW, she served as a member
of the Ecumenical and Mission Part-

Men’s Mission Team Plans March
Worktrip to Westminster Woods
The next worktrip of the Men’s
Mission Team will take place at
Westminster Woods the weekend
of March 2 - 4.
As always, no particular skills
are required, since there are always
knowledgeable guys on the team
who will help the others.
And some of the participants
will be leaving late Friday evening,
if that time makes it easier for you
to get away.
For more information, please
contact Leland Wong.
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Can You Help? Two Important
Opportunities for Service:
Polling Place Coordinator and
Sunday Sound Assistant

Presbyterian Women
Again Offer College
Scholarships; Submit
Applications by July 15

Don’t have time to serve  Sunday Sound Assison a committee? Feeling like
tant: Do you enjoy
you’d like to become more
hearing the beautiful
involved?
readings, anthems,
Here are two opportunities
prayers and sermon
to serve the Stone Church
every Sunday?
Community:
This is made possible
 Polling Place Coordinaby our superstar sound
tor: Stone Church has
system team! We are
been a vibrant partner in
looking for willing hands
our community by offerto help bring our services
ing our Social Hall as a
to life.
polling place.
No experience or special
With election season
technical knowledge is
coming up, we are lookrequired ... just a willing for a Polling Place
ingness to pitch in and
Coordinator who would
enable our congregation
be willing to work with
to hear the Worship
the Santa Clara County
service. Training will be
Registrar of Voters to
provided.
attend to the details of
voting activities at Stone
For more information,
Church.
please contact Steve Nelson,
or stop by the sound board
For more information,
in the back of the church
please contact Pat Magee.
on Sunday.

At this time of year, students attending
college in the fall of 2012 as freshmen or
as returning students might begin thinking
about anticipated expenses for next year.
Thanks to interest earned by the
Ruby M. Hudspeth Trust, Presbyterian
Women of Stone Church may be able to
offer some assistance in this regard.
For over ten years, this Trust, administered
by PW, has provided college scholarships
to members and friends of Stone Church.
Since available funds are limited, it is essential to adhere to the July 15, 2012, deadline
for receipt of applications. Forms and related
materials are located in the PW Box in the
Church Office.
All applicants are required to complete the
forms, write a short essay telling the Scholarship Committee of their interests and goals
and submit a letter of recommendation from
a non-related Stone Church member.
PW is very proud of the endeavors of our
past and present scholarship recipients. We
look forward to offering some financial help
to others for the coming fall. Just remember,
the deadline is July 15, 2012.
For more information, please contact
Jan Keifer, PW Mission Secretary.

Session Approves Furnace/AC Purchase, Considers Polling Place Request
At its regular meeting on Feb. 21,
Session heard that previously cancelled Lenten Taizé services will be
restored because of generous gifts from
congregation members (see page 2).
Ken Henry reported that the high
school youth ministry is in transition.
The leaders, who have worked faithfully for a number of years, are being
honored for their commitment, as
plans for the future are being considered. A significant number of the
middle school group will be moving
into the high school group next year.
Steve Nelson, Buildings & Grounds
Committee Chair, got Session
approval for a proposal to install two
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Lennox furnaces and air conditioners
at a cost of $19,650. The work is to
be completed this spring.
Buildings & Grounds supervises
the work of Victor Perez as custodian,
and noted that there are far more
demands on his time than he can
fulfill. All groups using the church
need to do their own set up and take
down, with limited exceptions where
help is needed for heavy lifting.
Session approved dates for a Men’s
Group Book Sale on April 15 and for
the spring Congregational Meeting
on May 13.
Reporting for Presbyterian Women,
Jan Keifer highlighted the five

Sunday Adult Study classes on faith
and public life at the end of March
and into April (see page 4). These are
sponsored by the PW Focus Group.
Session learned that the County
of Santa Clara is asking that Stone
again be a polling place. The County
has an acute shortage of public spaces
for this use, and Session is considering how to make it happen (see the
article, above, about the need for a
Polling Place Coordinator).
Seminary Intern John Aney plans
to offer a class for liturgists, giving not
only pointers on public speaking, but
on the role of the liturgist in the service.
- Alice Thorn, Clerk of Session

PW Valentine Tea with
Poet Laureate Sally Ashton
(Top Left Group)

“Celebrate the Gifts of
Women” Sunday with
the Rev. Aimee Moiso
(Group Below)

Sapphire Circle Dinner at
Jeanette Rapp’s Home
(Bottom Left Group)
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Stone Church
Trailwalkers to
“Talk with the
Animals” on March 10

Where can you find screech
owls, barn owls, bearded dragons, chinchillas and snakes? At
the Youth Science Institute!
March’s Trail Walk will take
place on Saturday, March 10, at
our very own nature and rescue
center, Youth Science Institute
(YSI), in Alum Rock Park.
Walkers will meet at 9:30 am
at the YSI building to learn
more about the animals with
Nature Leader, Kathy McCuin.
All attending will be mesmerized at Kathy’s knowledge and
love of the animals she helps
to care for (and rescue) for YSI
and its complimentary organization, the Wildlife Education
and Rescue Center. Kathy will
also guide us on some of Alum
Rock’s paved trails in search of
animals in their natural habitat.
Who knows what we might find?
Directions to YSI [16260 Penitencia Creek Rd., San José]:
Take I-680 to McKee Rd., exiting
to the east. Turn left on Toyon
Ave., and turn right on Penitencia Creek Rd., which becomes
Alum Rock Falls Rd. and takes
you into the Park. Stay on the
main road, and when it looks
like the road ends, turn left, and
stay on the road past the ranger
station until you reach the last
parking lot at the YSI building.
The cost to enter the park on
a Saturday is $6 per car, and carpooling is encouraged.
For more information, please
contact Katherine Webb Calhoon.
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Would You Like to
Join Stone Church?
New Member Class
Coming March 11

Always Delightful!
Deacons’ Senior
Spring Tea
Coming April 28

Have you thought about joining
Stone Church? Maybe you’ve been
a member for awhile and want to
hear the latest news.
Join us on Sunday, March 11,
from 11:30 am to 1 pm in the
Church Library (in the Lincoln
House) to meet new friends and
learn more about Stone Church.
The class will be led by the Rev.
Dr. Ken Henry and Katherine
Webb Calhoon, and a light lunch
will be served.
For more information, please
contact Katherine Webb Calhoon.

Save April 28, 2012, for
the Deacon’s Annual Senior
Spring Tea.
This always delightful event
– full of good food and wonderful entertainment – will
be held from 2 to 4 pm in the
Social Hall.
Please plan to join us!
For more information, please
contact Joyce Summers.

Can You Help Provide
Weekday Rides?
The Deacons’ Stone Cares program
is in need of folks who could provide
weekday rides – mostly taking someone to a doctor appointment. If you
could help, please contact Steve or
Bill (see below for contact details).
And of course, if you need a ride
to the doctor, or you have another
need, or know of someone in need,
please contact the following people,
in this order:


Steve Stark (Deacon Leader)



Bill Ribble (Deacon)



Glenda Bowman (Volunteer)

The Stone Church ofWillow Glen
Presbyterian Church (USA)
1937 Lincoln Avenue
(corner of ClarkWay & Lincoln)
San José, CA 95125-3499
phone: 408-269-1593
www.stonechurch.org
Rev. Dr. Ken Henry, Pastor
Jennifer Scott-Brand,Office Manager
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