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The Stone Golf
Tournament
was lots of fun,
as usual. We
tried to hit the
ball, tried not
to hit the wildlife, and then
enjoyed a festive and fabulous dinner
(story, page 6).

New Disabled Person
Parking Spaces at
Stone Church by Ken Henry
Across parking lots nationwide,
we’ve all seen the blue and white symbols, and as licensed drivers, we know
what these symbols mean. We know
the only people who can use these
parking spaces are special people who
have applied for parking placards or
license plates through the DMV. This
is what we’ve been taught, and over
the years, we’ve avoided being ticketed
by obeying the rules. Nevertheless,
when we see these symbols around
Stone Church, they mean something
slightly different.
First of all, on Sunday mornings,
these newly painted symbols are
intended for anyone who feels he or
she needs to park closer to the church
because of his or her impaired mobility. Of course, a placard or license
plate with this symbol makes it more
obvious that you need to park closer

to the entrance, but in truth, no one is
going to tow your car away or fine you
for parking in one of these designated
spots. Yes, we want to encourage folks

who have walking difficulties to apply
for a placard or license plates with
this symbol, but if you need a place
to park, and walking a great distance
seems tougher than it used to be ...
please, be our guest.
Secondly, during the week (that
is, choir, committee meetings,
potlucks, youth group, etc.) these
Disabled Person Parking Spots are open
to anyone needing a place to park. As

a general rule, we want to encourage
our more senior, and wiser, members
to use these spaces, but if you’re late
to a meeting because you just finished
running the San Francisco Marathon
and one of these parking spots is available to you, please park without guilt
or shame. No one is going to be giving
you a bad time or delete your name
from the rolls of Stone Church for
being able-bodied and parking in a
blue and white space.
Last of all, I realize that up to this
point, one of these spaces was set
aside for staff, more specifically, for
the pastor of Stone Church. And yes,
don’t be surprised if you see your
pastor pulling his 2008 hybrid Mustang convertible into one of these
spaces (I’m a dreamer!). Still, if you
need a place to park, please do so. The
pastor won’t mind a bit. These parking spots are open for everyone, but
especially for those who need them.
Please also see the article on qualifying
for Disabled Person parking on page 3.
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Adult Study: Great Classes on Paul and Spiritual/Ethical Wills

Adult Study continues to provide
uplifting and enlightening educational
opportunities on Sunday mornings at
11 am in the Fireside Room.

Paul, Rome, & the Kingdom of God
Expanding on the Henrietta Perdue
Memorial Lectures with John Dominic
Crossan, Pat Magee will lead a nineweek study on Paul as interpreted by
Dr. Crossan and fellow New Testament
scholar, Dr. Marcus Borg.
The class, which runs from October
26 to December 21, is titled Paul, Rome,
and the Kingdom of God. We will explore
fresh insights into Paul’s message of
the Kingdom of God, its challenge
to Roman imperial theology, and the
apostle’s radical relevance for today.
We will follow Drs. Borg and Crossan
on location in Turkey as they trace the
Apostle Paul’s footsteps throughout
the Roman Empire.

Here is the class schedule:
Oct. 26: Empire
Nov. 2: Jesus & the Kingdom of God
Nov. 9: Paul’s Mission
Nov. 16: Paul’s Character
Nov. 23: Paul’s Vocation
Nov. 30: Cities Visited by Paul
Dec. 7: Paul’s Letters
Dec. 14: Paul’s Ethics
Dec. 21: Implications for Today –
Eclipse of Empire (no class Dec. 28)

Spiritual/Ethical Wills
Marge Palmer and Charlotte Dickson
will offer a class in creating spiritual/
ethical wills, on the first three Sundays
of January 2009 (Jan. 4, 11, and 18).
They will present important information by attorney and Presbyterian
minister Robin Crawford on how this
type of will is different from wills concerning assets and how they coordinate
with that type of will.

Even now, you may be planning
Christmas gifts for your loved ones:
gifts they can unwrap, wear, use, or play
with. They will love them, or at least
most of them. There is another kind
of gift, however: the gift of knowing
a bit more of who you are and what
values have guided you through life.
They would love to know about your
meaningful or fun experiences, people
who made a difference in your life, your
hopes and dreams over the years and
your hopes and dreams for them, the
place of faith in your life, and more.
There is no one way to create a spiritual/ethical will, so you can be as creative as you wish, and we will provide
ideas for this. Once received, it will
become a very special treasure in the
lives of its recipients. So, please join us
for this very special time together.
Questions? Please contact Charlotte
Dickson or Marge Palmer.

Politics or Poetry, Theology or Nature ... Library Has It All!

Whether your focus is on politics
or poetry, theology or nature, mind
or spirit, the library has something
new for you! Check out the book
cart and the library.
- Sue Williams, Library Coordinator

New books for younger members:
Dinosaur Bones
by Aliki (1st Bks
567 Ali)

The Chinese
Siamese Cat by
Amy Tan (J Tan)

The Barn by Avi
(YA Avi)

Make Your Own
Musical Instruments
by Muriel Mandell
and Robert Wood
(YA 786.91 Man)
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Additions to our adult side:
Hopeful Realism: Reclaiming the Poetry of Theology by
Douglas Ottati (230 Ott)
and
Sexism and
God-Talk:
Toward a Feminist Theology by
Rosemary Radford Ruether
(230 Rue), both from
Rebecca Kuiken
Paul Tillich: A New Catholic Assessment ed. by Raymond Bulman and Frederick
Parrella (230
Til), from Betty
Moran
On God and
Political Duty by John Calvin
(261.7 Cal)
Fit Bodies,
Fat Minds: Why Evangelicals
Don’t Think & What To Do
about It by Os Guinness (277.3
Gui) from
Catherine
Amos
The Soul’s Religion: Cultivating a Profoundly Spiritual Way of Life by Thomas
Moore (291.4 Moo)

New to our special sections:
Mirror of America: Literary
Encounters with the National
Parks ed. by David Harmon
(Ecol 808.1 Har)
Dead Man
Walking by Sister
Helen Prejean
(Soc Iss 364 Pre),
from Rebecca
Kuiken
Blood Brothers by Elias
Chacour (Soc Iss World
956 Cha)
Chicken Soup
for the Surviving
Soul: 101 Healing
Stories of Courage
& Inspiration ed.
by Jack Canfield
(Spec Needs 362 Can), from
Kate Coppola
Christ the Lord:
Out of Egypt
by Anne Rice
(F Ric) and
The Tristan
Betrayal by Robert
Ludlum (F Lud),
both from the Zisch family
The Last Juror by John
Grisham (Lg Print Gri)

Mom & Me Retreat
a Success; “Santa”
Musical Planned

by Mary Jo Blazek,
Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Mom & Me Retreat
It was a beautiful weekend for
the Mom & Me Retreat. Five moms,
five kids, and I set off to Aptos for
the weekend. We were joined on
Saturday afternoon by Charlotte
Pizzo, who guided a workshop
for the moms, while the children
prepared dinner with the help of
my daughters, Dawn and Amber.
Hiking, crafts, and apple-picking
were among the many activities
enjoyed, as well as fellowship.
Sunday ended with a trip to the
beach for a dip in the ocean.
Many thanks go to Derk Johnson
and his cousin Kent who donated
the Aptos home for the weekend,
along with Charlotte, Dawn and
Amber, who added so much.

Christmas Musical Planned
Santa Gives Back Christmas is a
lighthearted musical in which
Santa becomes
concerned that
the children of
the world are
forgetting the
true meaning of
Christmas. Santa
invites them to
the North Pole to
Our own
“Santa Walter”
teach them about
(photo: Rod Thorn) Jesus’ birth.
All children are invited to be part
of this wonderful musical. Rehearsals will be held from 11 am to noon
on three Sundays (11/30, 12/7,
12/14) with dress rehearsal at 6 pm
on 12/15 (dinner will be served).
The children will present the
musical during the morning worship service on the Fourth Sunday
of Advent, December 21.
If you would like to participate,
please contact Mary Jo Blazek at the
Church Office.

Come to the Stone Church Health Fair!
By now many of you have waited
patiently in line, filled out your
paperwork, paid your $15, rolled
up your sleeves, and gritted your
teeth while you got your annual flu
shot. Our Parish Nurse, Mary Johnson, has been giving those pesky
flu shots for several weeks now. If
you haven’t mustered up the courage or just haven’t gotten around
to it, here is another chance!
Come to the first Stone Church
Health Fair on Saturday, November
8, and get your flu shot there! You
will also have a great time learning about a variety of important
health-related topics. Meet and
talk with physicians, pharmacists, a
children’s social worker, a physical
therapist, nurses, and other health
care professionals. We will be serving healthy refreshments for you to
enjoy as you visit the many Health
Stations in the Social Hall. Hilleguus Faber will be on the Terrace
demonstrating her Senior Exercise
Classes (see article at right).
You can ask questions of, and
get answers from, two physicians
regarding flu shots, the latest vaccines, infections, and guidelines

for blood pressure, cholesterol and
diabetes management.
There will be something for
everyone, so we hope you will put
this event on your calendars!
Senior Exercise Classes
Hilleguus Faber, instructor for
more than 15 years, will be offering Senior Exercise Classes at the
church. Here are some of the features of these classes:
 Balance exercises – to prevent
falling and tripping
 Cardiovascular exercises –
to get better oxygen flow
throughout your whole body
 Strength exercises – to keep
muscles strong for daily
activities
 Flexibility exercises – to
maintain better posture and
healthy joints
 Use of music – to enhance
participation
 Reasonable rates
 Safe environment for all levels
See Hilleguus Faber at the Health
Fair, or sign up in November at
Coffee Time.
- Carrie Giorgianni,
Health Ministry Chair

Chancel Choir to
Present John Rutter’s
“Magnificat”
On the Third Sunday of Advent, December 14, Stone’s Chancel Choir will present
John Rutter’s Magnificat during the morning worship service.
The Magnificat was
first performed in 1990
in Carnegie Hall, New
York, conducted by the
composer. John Rutter
(pictured at right) has
stated that his intention
was to write a Magnificat
evoking the spirit of the many exuberant
festivals held throughout Europe in honor
of the Virgin Mary. To that end, the work
is full of energetic, syncopated rhythms and
strong melodies, with more than a hint of
musical theatre from time to time.
Rutter’s music is always beautifully written for the voice and superbly orchestrated.
Please join the choir and experience this energetic piece. Be sure to put this and the many
other Advent events on your calendar now.
- Donald Foster, Worship Chair

Who Qualifies for DP
Parking or Plates?
You can get a Disabled Person (DP) placard
or plates if you have impaired mobility, and a
licensed physician, surgeon, physician’s assistant, nurse practitioner, or certified nurse
midwife certifies your condition.
You may also qualify if any of the following
conditions exist: heart or circulatory disease;
lung disease; a diagnosed
disease or disorder that significantly limits the use of
lower extremities; specific,
documented visual problems,
including low-vision or partialsightedness; the loss, or loss of the use, of one
or both lower extremities or both hands.
You do not need a doctor’s certification if
(1) you have lost a lower extremity or both
hands, and you appear in person at a local
DMV office, or (2) you currently have a California DP placard, or DP or DV (Disabled
Veteran) license plates assigned to your vehicle, and the license plate number is entered
in part “B” of the Application for DP placard
or plates form (REG 195).
Thanks to Ken Henry for supplying this
information from the DMV.
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Stone Earns “Green Business,” Adopts Family, Shops with Kids

The Stone Works Committee continues their ministry of helping us care
for others and for our environment.

Stone Earns Green Certification!
Congratulations! Stone Church has
joined over 115 businesses and organizations in the county and is now a certified Green Business.
In the application
and review process,
we reported our
past efforts, such
as using ceramic
cups at Coffee Time,
making environmental choices when we renovated
the building, and planting droughttolerant plants in front of Lincoln
House. We have made commitments
to purchase paper with recycled content, increase our recycling efforts,
and reduce our use of toxic cleaners
and fertilizers. In the areas of Water
Conservation, Energy Efficiency,
Solid Waste Reduction and Pollution
Prevention, we met the standards and
have learned about areas where we can
grow. We can use the logo on our website, and our church will appear in the
listing of County Green Businesses.
Come to worship on November 9
for Green Sunday to celebrate our cer-

tification, enjoy a Green Surprise and
learn more ways we can support the
sustainability of God’s Creation at
church, at home, and in other areas
of our lives.
Adopt-a-Family: Friends Outside
Christmas is coming, and with it
comes the opportunity to brighten the
holidays for a family in need.
Stone Church will
adopt one large family,
or two smaller families,
through the Friends
Outside organization.
This group helps families who have a parent
currently in prison
or released within six
months. Eligible families must have children ages newborn
to 16, must reside in Santa Clara
County and must be low-income or
below poverty level.
A special Christmas tree will be set
up in the Social Hall on November
23 and 30, decorated with ornaments
describing gifts that each family
member would like to receive, or food
items for a festive Christmas dinner.
Please come by the tree to choose
one or several ornaments to provide
a blessed Christmas for a family going
through a particularly tough time.

Shopping with InnVision Kids
Out of all homeless people in Santa
Clara County, 16% are families. On
Oct. 4, Stone Church helped some of
the children of these families.
Very early that rainy morning, 27
enthusiastic Stone Church volunteers
partnered with children from InnVision to shop for needed clothes, shoes
and coats.

Mervyn’s in Campbell generously
hosted the event, opening their doors
early, and providing a 15% discount,
a hearty breakfast, and special backpacks with school supplies for each
child. Smiles abounded on the faces
of kids and volunteers alike. Our volunteers were patient, caring, creative
and joyful! We thank them for joining
us that morning, but also know this
program is possible due to the generous support of the entire congregation
through their annual pledges.

All-Church Workday Planned November 15

Stone Church members and friends,
you are invited to take a break from
your busy schedules to give your time
and talents at the Buildings & Grounds
committee’s next All-Church Workday, on
Saturday, Nov. 15, from 9 am to 3 pm.
You don’t have to be an experienced
carpenter, plumber or electrician to volunteer. If you have those skills – wonderful – we can use you. If, however, you’re
like many attendees, you are welcome
to wax pews, clean gutters, move furniture, do outside fall cleanup, patch walls,
do spot painting, do kitchen projects,
mount a tool rack in the shed ...
... Sounds like home doesn’t it? Always
something to take care of! The only difference is that it’s the Lord’s house, and
it needs your care and attention too. It’s
been my privilege to be on B&G for 20
of my 31 years as a Presbyterian. Even
though I’m not a professional in the
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maintenance or construction trades I
feel useful while doing small, but important jobs around the church facility.
Workday volunteers get early morning
coffee with goodies, a wonderful lunch
prepared by other volunteers, lots of fellowship and fun, and an opportunity to
get to know others at Stone better.
You can sign up after during Coffee
Time on Nov. 2 and 9. Please take this
opportunity to stretch your stewardship
by giving your time, talent, and food.
- Judi Kaiser, B&G Chair
A recent
Buildings
& Grounds
crew,
installing
shelving in
room 7.

“Speaking Stones”

The Stone Church website has
just added a new feature called
Speaking Stones. By following a
special link, you are directed to a
video library about Stone Church
life, people, music and ... well,
we’re even sure yet what this might
eventually contain!
You can go through the regular
church website (stonechurch.org),
or just use this direct url:
http://speakingstones.blip.tv
This site is a work-in-progress, so
please give us your feedback!
Many thanks to Caryl Westerberg and Rod Thorn for creating
the videos and working out the
technical details of adding them
to the website, respectively.
- Emily Meacham, M&E chair

Over the river and through the woods
to Grandmother’s house we go ... Well,
not today for most of us. How about
... Over the freeway and through the malls
to ... fill in the destination ... we go ...
Anyway, have a great Thanksgiving.
Speaking of
being grateful
for our blessings and sharing
them, Presbyterian Women of Stone Church will
hold its Thank Offering luncheon at
11:30 am, November 1,
in the Social Hall. The
program will be Next
Door Solutions to Domestic Violence with Becky
Black as speaker.
Receipts from Lucky
and Save Mart were mentioned last
month. Please check with the market
that you patronize about these programs, as different sites contribute

Presbyterian
Women

Men’s
Ministry

to different schools. This month we
are targeting Campbell’s soups and
broths. Please bring the whole labels
to include the bar code.
Also of note, the Presbyterian
Women of Santa Teresa Hills Presbyterian Church have adopted a neighborhood school to support with this
program.
As you probably know, our circles
are open to every woman of the
church and always welcome new
members. Currently the leaders are:
Amethyst - Bea Groppuso; Emerald
- Rhonda Lakatos; and Sapphire - Sara
Holtzapple. If none of the times is
convenient for you, the possibility
of starting a new group is always an
option. Contact Janice Goertz if you
have a bee in your bonnet!
The November schedule for Stone’s
Presbyterian Women is in the adjacent
column, at right.

Stone’s Men’s Ministry includes
mission worktrips, a book group,
and even flying trips! Contact
Parish Associate David McCreath
for more detail.

Men’s Mission Team
The Men’s Mission Team has a worktrip
planned for Westminster Woods the weekend
of November 7-9. Sign ups are still open – contact Leland Wong.
Mark your calendars now for the Men’s Mission Team Crab Feed, scheduled for February
7, 2009. Sheila Denton, Westminster Woods
Co-director of Ministries, will be joining us.
This event is always delicious and always fun!
Men’s Book Group
The Men’s Book Group will meet Nov. 17,
beginning at 7:30 pm. Steve Buckley will be our
host (please call him for directions). The book
for discussion will be In Search of Paul, by John
Dominic Crossan and Jonathan Reed. This will
provide an opportunity to further discuss the
material presented during the Henrietta Perdue
Lectures. All men of the church are welcome.
Men’s Used Book Sale
The Used Book Sale, held by the Men’s
Book Group, will be Sunday, Nov. 2, at 10:30
am, in the Social Hall. Members of the church
are welcome to contribute gently used books.
Books to be contributed to the sale should be
brought to the church preferably by Saturday,
Nov. 1 and no later than 9:15 am, Nov. 2.

Emerald Circle, 9:30 am, Nov. 6,
Lea Lawrence’s home
Amethyst Circle, 1 pm, Nov. 5,
Church Library
Sapphire Circle, 7:30 pm, Nov. 10,
Sheri Cunningham’s home
Focus Group, 9:30 am, Nov. 18,
Liz Shandera’s home
Book Group I, 1 pm, Nov. 24,
Liz Shandera’s home; Animal, Vegetable, Miracle by Barbara Kingsolver
Book Group II, 2:30 pm, Nov. 17,
Ruth Crawford’s home, reading
The Soloist by Steve Lopez
Prayer Shawl Group, 4 pm, Nov. 20,
Fireside Room
Bible Study, 9:30 am, Nov. 20,
Church Library (Bible Study will not
be held on Thanksgiving Day or Christmas
Day. Watch for dates.)
Presbyterian Women of
Stone Church Thank Offering
Luncheon, 11:30 am, Nov. 1,
Social Hall
- Catherine Amos

Discovering Our Authentic Selves:
Stone’s Women’s Retreat 2009

passionate and in touch with
our authentic selves. In large and
small group discussions, she will
invite us to get curious about our
 Are you feeling lately your
self-talk (all those should’s and
life is one long to-do list?
have-to’s), to release our fears, and
to open our hearts and minds to
 Are you searching for
spiritual inspiration?
the transforming and creative
power of grace.
 Would you like to learn
practices to help you feel
Denise, an award-winning
happier, more alive, impasauthor and sought-after speaker,
sioned, relaxed, generous?
offers her insights and practices
from many years as a psychoIf you responded “yes” to any therapist, spiritual guide, author,
of these quesmother and
tions, be sure
wife.
to mark your
Sign-ups
calendar
and more
for Stone’s
details are
Wo m e n ’ s
coming in
Retreat 2009,
January.
the weekend
For more
The ladies gather at a previous retreat
of March 27informa29, at the beautiful St. Francis tion right now about the retreat
Retreat in San Juan Bautista.
or the speaker, please contact
The theme for the weekend is Mar y Stone Bowers or
Discovering our Authentic Selves ... Alison van Diggelen.
And Creating a Life with Spirit.
Denise Roy will lead us in
- Alison R.G. van Diggelen
becoming more mindful, comTell me, what is it you plan
to do with your one wild and
precious life?
- Mary Oliver
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What a glorious October day! Not too
warm; not too cool; just right for the 22
golfers playing at The Villages Golf and
Country Club in Evergreen for the annual
Stone Church Golf Tournament.
Since all levels of play were represented,
we recognized the teams with the lowest
and the highest scores.
Golf We also recognized those
Tourney men and women who
claimed the longest drive
and closest-to-the-pin awards.
Many donated prizes were awarded by
the drawing of names. Lucky winners went
home with dinner and merchandise gift
certificates, high-end bottles of wine, golf
equipment, and much more.
Once again, our Willow Glen neighborhood merchants, Stone Church members,
and other vendors were very generous in
providing prizes and monetary support. We
are very grateful to them, so as you shop
and dine, please thank these merchants by
supporting them with your business:
Aqui Cal-Mex Grill, Lincoln Avenue
Bill’s Café, Willow Street
Geared for Golf, Bascom Avenue
Jamba Juice, Lincoln Avenue
John’s XLNT Foods, Lincoln Avenue
Joseph George Wines, Meridian Ave.
Le Boulanger, Lincoln Avenue
Monsieur Beans, Lincoln Avenue
Pizza My Heart, Lincoln Avenue
Taiwan Restaurant, Lincoln Avenue
Willow Glen Books, Lincoln Avenue
Willow Street Wood-Fired Pizza
Thanks also to Deborah and Mike Wyllie
for acquiring and donating prizes, Mel
Goertz for donating prizes, and Ed Tablak
for tracking finances.
- Maureen Ryan

Milestones
Anne & Howard Storer
are celebrating their
31st wedding anniversary
on November 6.
November Birthdays
2 Don Skipwith
2 Julie Ludwig
5 Dan Willis
6 Betsy Williams
8 Ida Raby
8 Chris Lococo
10 Isabella Martinez
10 Mike Donald

13 Dick Kistler
15 Doug Williams
16 Greg Smith
17 Brian Nissen
19 Sandi Lococo
19 Bob Beightler
22 Gordon Meacham
27 Carol Campbell
28 Colin Frohlich
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IRA Distribution Gifts Incentive Continued
As part of the Emergency Economic
Stabilization Act of 2008, signed into
law on October 3, 2008, Congress
restored and extended the IRA charitable giving incentive through 2009.
This act allows Individual Retirement Account (IRA) owners age 70½
and older to make direct gifts of their
required distribution amounts to
public charities from IRA accounts
without first counting the distribution as income and paying income
tax on that amount. The law covered
2006 and 2007 and has now been
renewed for 2008 and 2009.
To qualify:
 The transfers must go directly
from your IRA to qualified
charities;
At its regular meeting on October
21, Session celebrated the vitality
of life at Stone Church, even as
members acknowledged the need
to channel that vitality. Some sort
of limitation on tables in the Social
Hall during Coffee
Session Time was one issue;
Beat another was the
need to limit the
number of extra announcements
and special happenings during the
worship service. The importance of
calendaring is clear, as is creative
thinking on using the relatively limited space.
A follow-up to the Session retreat,
which dealt with enhancing leadership, led to a discussion on how to
make Elders and the work of the
Session known to the congregation
at large. A task force will work on
possible ways.
Session approved a construction
project in the church basement,
Room 1, which will result in a permanent wall to replace the current

The donor must be 70½ years of
age or older;
 Gifts cannot exceed $100,000
per taxpayer per year; and
 Gifts must be outright.
The benefit to you and to Stone
Church is that you can use this
method to fund your annual gift and/
or extend your capital campaign gift,
or add gifts to the capital campaign
debt relief.
Several members and friends have
used this method of giving in the last
two years. It works well, saves taxes on
the distribution amount, and directly
benefits Stone Church.
Gratitude to God, together with
your values, provides a good opportunity for giving.
- Ruth McCreath


accordion folding door, as well as
adequate cupboards for storage.
These are needed to house archival materials and materials used by
other groups in the church. Room
7 has recently been fitted with shelving for storage of items needed by
committees.
Session approved the concept of
an endowment program for Stone.
This would be a program to encourage gifts of accumulated assets to
the mission and ministry of the
congregation.
Session approved officially supporting the congressional Reclaiming the Right to Housing Act. Support
is for full funding of the National
Affordable Housing Trust Fund, for
half a million new Section 8 vouchers in Santa Clara County, and for
an immediate moratorium on housing foreclosures.
Brad Bauer, Mary Burfine and
Susan Curtin were welcomed into
membership.
- Alice Thorn, Clerk of Session

Marcus Borg at 1st Pres - Palo Alto
Dr. Marcus Borg, Jesus Seminar
fellow, Hundere Distinguished Professor of Religion & Culture at Oregon
State Univ., and best-selling author, is
lecturer for the November 2008 Robert
McAfee Brown Lectureship at First Presbyterian Church, Palo Alto, November 7-9. Dr. Borg’s keynote lecture,
Two Visions of Christianity, will be

Friday, 7:30 to 9 pm. On Saturday,
Seeing God and Jesus Again: Jesus as
Revelation of God’s Character Passion
is presented from 10 to 11:30 am. Saturday afternoon, Seeing Congregational
Life Again: Centering in God and God’s
Passion is presented from 12:30 to 2
pm. Suggested donations are $10-20 for
Friday and $15-25 for Saturday.

The Chancel Choir recently had a
one-day retreat at First Pres, Palo
Alto. We went over the new music we’ll be presenting this fall and
during Advent and Christmas.

Putting Prop 8 into
Context by Rev. Bill Palmer, HR
Proposition 8 states “Only a marriage
between a man and a woman is valid or
recognized in California.” The critical issue
is whether marriage
between two men or
two women would be
valid in California.
It is obvious that this
proposition would
not recognize such a
union. Those who oppose it claim it is
discriminatory against homosexuals.
At its September meeting, the Session voted that Stone Church take
a public stand against Prop 8. After
church on Oct. 5, at an open forum,
Marcia Ludwig gave a presentation,
followed by questions and discussion.
For a number of reasons, I personally
plan to vote no on Prop 8.
Prop 8 concerns the rights of homosexuals in the area of marriage. This
is not the only question of rights on
which Christians have been asked to
take a stand in our nation. A more
recent question concerned the rights
of women. My wife Marge attended
seminary from 1950 to 1952. She

would have gone a third year, but at
that time the Presbyterian Church
did not ordain women. So she took
a position as YWCA campus director
at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio,
where we met.
We married in June of 1955. And
years later, after I had gone to seminary myself, then into the ministry,
and after our youngest child had finished college, Marge entered Union
Theological Seminary in New York
City. After graduation from Union,
she was called to a couple of churches
near Poughkeepsie, New York. By then
our denomination had been ordaining
women for about thirty years.
Race is another issue on which
Christians have been divided. As we
all know, black slaves were given their
freedom when Abraham Lincoln was
president in the 1860’s. But that act
did not mean prejudice against persons of color disappeared. The issue
was especially intense during the last
half of the twentieth century. Leaders like Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
were prominent in seeking to bring
equality to the races. Many today will
remember events in the 1960’s such
as the March on Washington and the

fracas centered in Selma, Alabama. I
seriously considered going to Selma,
but decided to remain at home and
participate actively in local efforts.
Blacks are not the only group that
have faced discrimination in this
country. Catholics, Jews, the poor, the
homeless, and those from almost any
racial or ethnic or nationality group
have all faced discrimination. And as
time has passed, there have been efforts
to exclude various groups from voting,
from public and private schools and
colleges, from employment, from housing, from restaurants and hotels, from
fraternal organizations, from sororities
and fraternities, from certain drinking
fountains and rest room facilities, from
using certain forms of transportation
or from sitting in certain sections of
buses and trains. Currently, there has
been controversy about whether to
build a barrier along part of our southern border to keep Mexicans out.
In writing this article, I wanted to
remind all of us that although we are
now deciding about Prop 8, it is only
an example of the kind of questions
Christians have faced in the past and
will undoubtedly continue to face in
the future.
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Advent and Christmas
at Stone Church
November 30: First Sunday
of Advent
December 7: Second Sunday
of Advent
10:30 am Advent Wreath
and Yule Log Workshop
December 14: Third Sunday
of Advent - Chancel Choir
presents “Magnificat” by
John Rutter (see page 3)
December 21: Fourth Sunday
of Advent - Children’s
Choir presents “Santa
Gives Back Christmas”
(see page 3)
December 24: Christmas Eve
7 pm Family Candlelight
Service
11 pm Candlelight Service
December 2, 9, 16, 23:
6:45 pm Taizé Services

Family
Christmas
Movie
Night

Thanksgiving Dinner
The Roach Family and the Membership & Evangelism committee
are sponsoring another great celebration and feast in the Social
Hall on Thanksgiving Day. If you
don’t want to fix a large meal, if
you’re away from family, or if you
just don’t want to go to a restaurant, join your church friends for
a wonderful time together. Signups will take place Sundays in
November during Coffee Time.

PW Christmas Baskets
Presbyterian Women are offering
Christmas Baskets featuring fairly
traded coffee, tea, cocoa and chocolate bars. Each basket is custommade, so you can choose the exact
items. Orders can be placed through
Sunday, Nov. 16, and delivery will
start as soon as possible, ending
Dec. 14. Order forms are available
in the church office. Contact Sally
Magee for questions.

Stone’s Annual Family Christmas Movie Night
is Saturday, December 6, at 5 pm, this year. At
press time, we were still trying to decide on a
movie, so contact Emily Meacham with suggestions. Sign-ups will take place Sundays in November during Coffee Time.

You are cordially invited
to the Triennial Art Exhibit
of Lynden Keith Johnson,
November 29 - 30,
in the Social Hall.

The Stone Church ofWillow Glen
Presbyterian Church (USA)
1937 Lincoln Avenue
(corner of Clark & Lincoln)
San Jose, CA 95125-3499
Website: stonechurch.org
Church Office:
phone: 408-269-1593
fax: 408-269-8412
Rev. Dr. Ken Henry, Pastor
Claudia Hoagland, Office Manager

The Stone News Staff:
June Tablak, Editor Emeritus, Church Mouse
Emily Moak Meacham, Editor
Pat Magee, Rhonda Lakatos, Jody Meacham,
Fred Oliver, Lizanne Oliver: Assistant Editors
Sylvia Snyder, Chief Photographer
Ken Henry, Dan Raby, Rod Thorn,
Alice McNelis, Judi Kaiser,
Mary Jo Blazek: Additional Photos
Stone Church was recently honored to welcome six of the Lost Boys of Sudan,
Catherine Amos, Dulcie Janzen,
along with the Rev. Jerry Drino, priest-in-charge of Sudanese ministries at Trinity Sylvia Snyder, Jan Keifer, Jerry Keifer,
Cathedral, San Jose.They sang several beautiful hymns during theWorship Service. Fred Gardner: Production
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