
When Elizabeth (“Betty”) Moran 
was first hired as an instructor in the 
English department at Santa Clara 

University 
in 1962, she 
had finally 
reached her 
destination.

“I’ve been 
traveling all 
my life,” Betty 
told me one 
afternoon, 
over a cup of 
tea.

Indeed, beginning in 1918, Betty 
began her journey in Greenville, Mis-
sissippi, and by the time she was three, 
had already lived in Wisconsin, Okla-
homa City, Los Angeles and Ottawa. 

“We traveled on the train a lot.” 
At the age of 10, Betty’s family set 

down roots in South Bend, Indiana, 
where she finished elementary, junior 
high and high schools. She remembers 
a 7th grade teacher who inspired her 
to study English. She also recalls that, 
at South Bend Central High School, 

a certain basketball coach encouraged 
her and her classmates to support his 
championship-caliber roundballers. 
His name was John Wooden. 

After high school, Betty attended 
Indiana University and was bitten by 
the reading bug.

“I always read. I used to prop books 
up on the kitchen sink and on the edge 
of the bathtub.”

It’s no surprise that Betty received a 
BA in English. Halfway through col-
lege, she married, and in 1940, Dick 
and she moved into a one-bedroom 
apartment with a rent of $20 a month. 
World War II began in her senior year, 
and she was three months pregnant at 
her graduation. Then, it was time to 
move again, this time to Connecticut!

Eighteen years, four children later, 
Betty and Dick (who was an ad manag-
er) had settled in Kendallville, Indiana. 
Then, they were off to California.

“I’ve been here fifty years.”
When Betty applied for a junior high 

teaching position in San Jose, not only 
was she one of the first teachers finger-
printed, she also had to take a Loyalty 
Oath, which stated that she was not a 
member of the “... Communist Party 
or any other organization which advo-
cated the overthrow of the government 
by force or violence.” While teaching, 

she also received an MA at San Jose 
State University. 

When Betty was hired at SCU, she 
was one of only three female faculty 
members. She taught freshmen compo-
sition and literature, eventually devel-
oping a course in African-American 
literature, inspired by the life and death 
of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. She 
describes herself as a tough professor. 
Her teaching philosophy is and always 
has been: You can teach anything if you 
care enough, but you can’t be phony.

Betty taught at SCU for thirty years, 
retiring at age 70 in 1989. She was 
the first woman to receive tenure in 
SCU’s College of Arts and Sciences. 
When she retired, the president of 
SCU remarked, “St. Clare was the 
first lady of SCU. Betty Moran was 
the second.”

 “I’ve been to Germany eight or nine 
times as well as England, France, South 
Africa, Nigeria, and Jamaica.”

Betty met Ken Brechler, another 
Stone member, at First Presbyterian 
in Palo Alto. Betty continues to give 
thanks that God sent Ken into her life 
and that their friendship has lasted for 
over 25 years.

We give thanks for Betty Moran, one 
of Stone’s special saints, who turned 90 
on Sept. 30. Happy Birthday, Betty!
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Betty Moran, 
Scholar & Traveler, 
Clearing the Way 
for Women  by Ken Henry

Stone 
Church 
had a huge 
turnout for  
the “Stone 
Habitat for 
Humanity 
Build Day.”
And the 
lunch crew 
is not even 
pictured 
here!
Another day 
is planned 
for later 
this winter. 
Be sure to 
join us for 
this very 
worthwhile 
endeavor.
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We’ve been adding interesting 
books to all parts of the library. Stop 
by on Sunday morning or during the 
week when the office is open. 

- Sue Williams, Library Coordinator

New books for younger members:
Where’s My Teddy? 

by Jez Alborough 
(1st Bks Alb)

A Child Discovers 
John Steinbeck by 
Beverly Renner (YA 
Biog STEINBECK)

If You Lived at 
the Time of Martin 
Luther King by 
Ellen Levine (J 
323.1 Lev)

Holes  by  Louis 
Sacha  (YA Sac),  
given  by  Rosaleen 
Zisch

There’s Always Something Interesting to Read in the Library
New to our special sections: 

Voluntary Simplicity: Toward 
a way of life that is outwardly 
simple, inwardly rich by Duane 
Elgin (Soc.Iss. 261.8 Elg)

The Lexus and the 
Olive Tree: Understand-
ing Globalization by Thomas 
Friedman (Soc.Iss. 337 Fri)

Giving: How Each of 
Us Can Change the World by 
Bill Clinton (Soc.Iss. 361.7 
Cli),  from June Tablak

Beyond God the 
Father: Toward a Phi-
losophy of Women’s Liberation by 
Mary Daly (Women 
305.42 Dal) 

Working with Men: Profes-
sional Woman Talk about Power, 
Sexuality, and Ethics by Beth 

Milwid (Women 650 Mil)
Unexpected Blessings by Bar-

bara Taylor Bradford 
(Lg. Print Bra)

High Plains Tango 
by Robert James Waller 
(Lg. Print Wal)

Additions to our adult side: 
The Bible Makes Sense by 

Walter Brueggemann 
(220.6 Bru) and

Paul and the Corin-
thians by Robert Win-
gard (227 Win), both 

from Rebecca Kuiken 
More Than Wanderers: Spiritual Disci-

plines for Christian Ministry by 
James Fenhagen (248.4 Fen), 
from Betty Moran

Seeds of the Spirit: 
Wisdom of the 

Twentieth Century ed. by Rich-
ard Bell (291.4 Bel)

Charity Begins at 
Home: Generosity and Self-Inter-
est among the Philan-
thropic Elite by Teresa 

Odendahl (361.7 Ode)
On Stories & Other Essays on 

Literature by C.S. 
Lewis (809 Lew)

The Greates t 
Generation by Tom Brokaw 
(940.5 Bro), from the 
Zisch family

The focus of Sunday morning 
Adult Study this fall is the life 
and ministry of Paul, continuing 
the theme of Dominic Crossan’s 
Henrietta Perdue lectures.

Adult Study meets 11 am to noon most 
Sundays in the Fireside Room. There are 
no classes Nov. 30 or Dec. 28.

 
Oct. 12-19: The Corinthian 
Correspondence (Dale and 
Barbara Bracey, leaders)

What deserves to be at the 
center of your life? For early 
Christians in Corinth, and just as 
much for 21st century Christians 
in San Jose, Paul’s letters raise 
the issue of what happens when 
a person (or group) either fails to 
find the true center of their life 
or, having once found it in the 
morning of life, drifts off-center 
later in the day.

Paul’s Corinthian Correspondence 
is also a treasure trove of astute 
guidance about practical ques-
tions and issues that still confront 
us today, such as these:

(Oct. 12) Situation Ethics or 
Contextual Ethics? When rights 
are wrong. Women’s place in the 
church. And today?

(Oct. 19) Spiritual Gifts. The 
intention and function of spiri-
tual gifts. Gifts of prophecy and 
tongues carry a caveat.

Oct. 24-25: Henrietta Perdue 
Lectures with John Dominic 
Crossan (see article at left)

Oct. 26 - Nov. 23; Dec. 7-21: 
Paul, Rome, and the Kingdom 
of God (Pat Magee, leader)

This eight-week study explores 
fresh insights into Paul’s mes-
sage of the Kingdom of God, 
its challenge to Roman impe-
rial theology, and the apostle’s 
radical relevance for today. We 
follow preeminent New Testa-
ment scholars Marcus Borg and 
Dominic Crossan on location in 
Turkey as they trace the Apostle 
Paul’s footsteps throughout the 
Roman Empire.         - Pat Magee

Adult Study to Focus on Apostle PaulJohn Dominic Crossan returns to Stone 
Church October 24-25, as Henrietta Perdue 

lecturer, presenting a four- 
lecture series, Paul and the Justice 
of Equality: Jesus’ Apostle against 
Rome’s Empire.

Many theories exist about 
who Paul was, what he believed, 
and what role he played in the 
origins of Christianity. Using 
archaeological and textual 
evidence and taking advantage 
of recent major discoveries, 
Crossan discovers the real Paul 

as a dedicated successor of Jesus, carrying on 
Jesus’ mission of inaugurating the Kingdom of 
God on earth against the reign of Rome.

Friday’s lecture is The World of Paul: Paul and 
Empire. The Saturday lectures are The Mission of 
Paul: Paul and Luke; The Message of Paul: Paul and 
Justice; and The Legacy of Paul: Paul and Gender.

The Friday lecture (7:30 pm) is $20; Saturday’s 
three-lecture series (9 am - 3 pm, with hour lunch 
break) is $30, or the entire program is $35. You 
can purchase tickets after worship on Sunday 
mornings or at the door Friday night. You can 
also purchase Dr. Crossan’s key book, In Search 
of Paul, on Sunday mornings, and his books on 
Jesus and the New Testament will be on sale 
during the lecture weekend.              - Pat Magee

Dominic 
Crossan 
Returns



Worship 
Committee 

Solicits 
Your Ideas

The Worship Committee 
wants your ideas, concepts, 
pictures, and rough sketches 
as a beginning point to create 
liturgical art. This art will be 
used to enhance the worship 
experience in the sanctuary 
during the varied seasons of 
the church year.

We are currently consider-
ing Advent ideas, but ideas for 
any other season are welcome. 

We want to create 
liturgical art of high 
quality that can be 
used from year to 
year. You don’t have to be an 
artist; we are willing to translate 
your ideas and concepts into 
a finished piece. Think out of 
the box: not only can we use 
the space on either side of the 
front stone wall, or on the wall, 
or along the side, how about 
suspending something from the 
ceiling?

Please discuss your ideas, 
sketches, or thoughts with 
Donald Foster (or put a note 
in Donald’s box in the church 
office).

Since the Advent season is 
fast approaching, provide your 
input by early October.
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As noted in the Session Beat (above), 
the Session at its regular September 
16 meeting passed a motion offered 
by the Stone Works Committee that 
Stone Church take a public stand 
in opposition to Proposition 8. 
This proposition, if passed, would 
change the California Constitution 
to eliminate the right of same-sex 
couples to marry. Proposition 8 pro-
vides that only a marriage between 
a man and a woman is valid or rec-
ognized in California.

The full motion states that:
1. Stone Church will formally 

support the Vote No on Proposition 
8 campaign and agrees to have our 
name included in the Equality for All 
materials as a faith organization in 
opposition to Proposition 8.

2. Stone Church will have a Com-
munication Plan for Vote No on 
Proposition 8 using bulletin inserts 
and notes, a public open forum, and 
other informational means.

3. Stone Church will have Vow to 
Vote No on Prop 8, the Marriage Ban! 
sign-up sheets in the Social Hall on 
Sundays for people, if they wish, to 
individually indicate their support.

4. Stone Church will provide a 
phone bank for use on the Vote No 
on Proposition 8 campaign.

Session members believe that 
Proposition 8 is not a true reflec-
tion of God’s love in the world and 
for humankind. God’s love is always 
inclusive and requires no prerequi-
sites. The Psalmist repeats over and 
over again that the steadfast love of 
the Lord is forever. The New Tes-
tament commands us to love our 
neighbor as ourselves. 

Session members also believe 
Proposition 8 is unjust. Psalm 
89:14a says, “Righteousness and 
justice are the foundation of your 
throne.” As members of this com-
munity of faith, we are called to seek 
and promote justice to all.

The public open forum will be 
held Sunday, October 5, from 
11 am to noon in the Sanctuary. 
Detailed information about the 
Vote No on Proposition 8 campaign 
and Stone Church’s participa-
tion will be presented. The forum 
is designed to be an opportu-
nity to ask questions and express 
concerns.                       - Pat Magee

At its regular meeting on Septem-
ber 16, the Session held an in-depth, 

thoughtful discussion 
on whether or not to 
have Stone Church 
officially oppose 

Proposition 8, which would amend 
the California Constitution to read 
“Only marriage between a man and 
a woman is valid or recognized in 
California.” The discussion covered 
a number of points, including:
w Can the Session act for the 

congregation? The answer is that in 
our Presbyterian polity, Elders are 
elected to govern the church, and 
“come together not simply to reflect 
the will of the people, but rather to 
seek together to find and represent 
the will of Christ.” [from the Book of 
Order G-4.0301(d)]
w Can the Session get involved in a 

political matter? Yes. While churches 
are prohibited from involvement in 
candidate politics, they can take 
stands on issues (within limits estab-
lished by the IRS and the State Elec-
tions code).

w The Session was concerned 
about the effect of controversy on 
both the congregation and the Ses-
sion itself. Stone Church has been 
through such times in the past. There 
was agreement that all points of view 
needed to be heard and respected.
w While Proposition 8 is a political 

issue, it concerns a moral one, and 
Stone Church has been unequivocal 
about its support of gays and lesbians 
in our church and in our society.

After discussion, the Session voted 
to endorse the Vote No on Proposition 
8 campaign and to allow the church 
name to be publicly listed. The 
Stone Works Committee will run a 
general communication campaign 
to educate the congregation (see the 
article below).

Session voted to give Ken Henry 
permission to use the sanctuary for 
same sex unions, as well as for mar-
riages.

The Stephen Ministry has received 
a grant for $4500 from the Presbytery 
of San Jose, for leadership training.

         - Alice Thorn, Clerk of Session

Session 
Beat

Session Endorses “No on 8” Campaign

Marcus Borg at First Pres
Marcus Borg will be lecturer for the 

November 2008 Robert McAfee Brown Lec-
tureship at First Presbyterian Church, Palo 
Alto, November 7-9.

Dr. Borg’s keynote lecture, Two Visions 
of Christianity, will be given Friday, 7:30 
to 9 pm. The Saturday session, Seeing God 
and Jesus Again: Jesus as Revelation of God’s 
Character Passion, runs from 10 to 11:30 
am. The Saturday afternoon session, Seeing 
Congregational Life Again: Centering in God 
and God’s Passion, runs from 12:30 to 2 pm. 
Suggested donations are $10-20 for Friday 
and $15-25 for Saturday.

 Dr. Borg is a fellow of the Jesus Semi-
nar, Hundere Distinguished Professor of 
Religion and Culture at Oregon State Uni-
versity, and author of many books.



The Stone Works Committee contin-
ues their ministry of helping us to care 
for others. Plan to participate in some, 
if not all, of these important events.

Helping Homeless Children
The Stone Works Committee is look-

ing for some enthusiastic shoppers to 
help homeless chil-
dren purchase new 
clothing at Mervyn’s 
department store on 
Saturday, October 4, 
from 7 to 9 am. Each 

child will have a shopping allowance 
and a wish list.

You will definitely make a memory to 
treasure. So, if you can spare a couple 
of early morning hours, please join us. 
We’re still eager to find shoppers and 
drivers for this event.

For more information, contact Alice 
McNelis or Alison van Diggelen.
A Better Way: Peacemaking

When complex threats confront 
both our nation and our cities, we are 
accustomed to responding to violence 

with violence 
and unleashing 
more resentment 
and fanaticism. 
There’s got to 

be a better way. Partly, it will involve 
learning new responses to tension and 
partly it is willingness to commit to 
what Jesus taught. 

Each year on the first Sunday of 
October, we take a special Peacemaking 
Offering. 50% of the offering launches 
interfaith listening projects, which 
bring Muslims, Jews and Christians 
together. The national Presbyterian 
program also conducts seminars for 
youth and adults, funds the Presby-
terian United Nations Office, and 
publishes resources that demonstrate 
a new way. 25% is directed to our 
Presbytery’s peacemaking initiatives. 

The remaining 25% of the offer-
ing has been designated by our Stone 
Works Committee to fund partial 
scholarships for Stone’s youth to par-
ticipate in a Delegation to El Salva-
dor in February. This Delegation is 
organized by the South Bay Sanctuary 
Covenant, an interfaith group that has 
forged strong bonds with a rural vil-

lage of the poor and with progressive 
groups in the capital, San Salvador. 
It’s a rich intercultural experience for 
youth and adults alike.

So plan to give generously to the Peace-
making Offering on October 5, which is 
also World Communion Sunday!
Shop Early to Help The Lost Boys

On Sunday, October 19, don’t forget 
to bring your checkbook to church!

Several local members of The Lost 
Boys of Sudan will be at Stone Church 

that morning to share their 
stories and their music. Ken 
Henry and Nancy Kromm 
will include them in Wor-
ship service.

During coffee time, we’re 
in for a treat: they will be 
selling a diverse collection 
of African crafts.

The money raised sup-
ports their organization, 
Hope With Sudan, which 
brings education and medi-

cal relief to Sudanese children and 
young adults. These beautiful crafts 
will make unique gifts for your family 
and friends this Christmas: exquisite 
leather and woven bags, hand-carved 
salad tongs, jewelry and beadwork. You 
can even buy CDs of their music.

To find out more about The Lost Boys 
and Hope with Sudan, go to the website,  
hopewithsudan.org, or see the movie, 
God Grew Tired of Us.

For more information, contact Alison 
van Diggelen.
Reclaiming the Right to Housing

The passage in July of the National 
Affordable Housing Trust Fund has 

prompted a coalition of 
local groups to plan a 
community forum and 
rally to renew the effort 
for low and extremely low 
cost (ELC) housing.

Reclaiming the Right to Housing will take 
place Saturday, October 25, from 9:30 
am to 1 pm at First Christian Church, 
80 S. Fifth Street, San Jose.

The Stone Works Committee sup-
ports this effort and invites Stone 
Church members to attend. RSVP to 
Sandy Perry and let Maureen Ryan or 
Charlotte Pizzo know that you plan 
to go.

South Bay Sanctuary Covenant is 25!
You are invited to celebrate the 25th 

Anniversary of South Bay Sanctuary 
Covenant on Sunday, 
October 26. El Salvador 
at a Crossroads is the 
theme of featured speak-

er Thomas Roddy Hughes, Executive 
Director of Voices on the Border, who 
will accompany the 2009 Delegation.

SBSC focuses on solidarity work 
with El Salvadoran people. Earlier 
this year, five Stone members went on 
its annual Delegation to El Salvador, 
learning about the lives of struggling 
farmers, city workers, and youth gangs, 
as well as the haphazard health care 
system and politics.

The anniversary celebration and 
dinner begin at 5 pm at First Pres-
byterian Church of Palo Alto (1140 
Cowper Street). RSVP to 650-494–
8340. To carpool, ask a member of 
Stone’s recent Delegation.

If you are considering going on the 
2009 Delegation (February 6-15), con-
tact Dale Bracey or Chris Nilson, and 
learn more Sat., Oct. 25, at 3 pm.
Continuous donations “24 - 7” and 
365 days a year (except in leap year)

Stone Church, sponsored by the 
Stone Works committee, supports sev-

eral continuous charitable 
activities. At the Donation 
Station in the hall between 
the Fireside Room and 

the Social Hall, you will find places to 
donate the following for Sacred Heart 
Community Service: 1) full-size toi-
letries, fleece blankets, underwear, 
rain ponchos, etc., for Survival Sacks 
(a detailed shopping list is available 
by the backpack display) 2) used but 
serviceable clothing (clothing barrel). 
3) hotel toiletries for Hygiene Kits.

There’s also a bin for collecting used 
batteries (not charitable, but green).

Every Communion Sunday (first 
Sunday of each month), Stone Works 
receives your nonperishable food items, 
which you can place in the designated 
baskets in the Narthex.

 Plastic bottles and aluminum cans 
with a CRV redemption value may be 
placed in the marked container by the 
back kitchen door. Proceeds go to our 
Church School for the Heifer fund. 
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Stone Works Supports Homeless, Peace, Lost Boys, SBSC & More



Five Little Pumpkins 
sitting on a fence, the first 
one said ... Yes, it’s that 
time of year again when 
you are allowed to scare 
everyone and anyone for 

one night. Do 
you have your 
treats handy?

Pr e s b y t e r i an 
Women in the 

Presbytery of San Jose is holding a tea 
at Stone Church from 2 to 4 pm, 
October 19. The program, Called by 
the Spirit ... to Respond, will feature the 
Moderator of PWP in Stockton Pres-
bytery and Mission Resources chair 
for PW in the Synod of the Pacific, 
Cecilia Moran. She will report on her 
participation in the Mission Experi-
ence to El Paso, Texas, and Ciudad 
Juárez, Mexico. 

Because of the great response of 
our members and the enthusiasm of 
the receiving schools, we are targeting 
companies offering double coupons 
again this month. Receipts from 
Lucky and Save Mart are useful, also, 
as they give a percentage of the total 
to targeted schools. We’ll have more 
on that next month.

The Prayer Shawl Group, which is 
always working, has given away four 

shawls this past month. These are a 
great gift to those in ill health because 
they come with warm prayers as well 
as physical warmth. 

Nine-thirty in the morning too early 
for you? Don’t like to drive (and find 
unfamiliar addresses) at night? But 
you’d like to participate in Bible Study 
in a circle? We have the answer for 
you! Amethyst Circle meets at 1 pm, 
the first Wednesday of the month in 
Lincoln House: they are a welcoming 
group and invite you to join them. 

Fair Trade coffee and tea prices have 
gone up this month by fifty cents. 
Please try to have correct change to 
make life easier for our volunteers at 
the coffee sales table. 

Mark your calendars now for 
the Thank Offering luncheon on 
November 1 in the Social Hall. Becky 
Black, Development Associate for Next 
Door Solutions to Domestic Violence, will 
be the speaker. Having been in the 
fund development department since 
2001, she has been privileged to share 
with community members and organi-
zations the role of Next Door, and the 
need for the personal and financial 
support of all community members in 
the effort to end domestic violence.

Next Door has been serving Santa 
Clara County victims of domestic 

violence for over 35 years. Although 
best known for both their emergency 
shelter for domestic violence victims 
(and their children) and their 24-
hour multi-language hotline, Next 
Door provides a full range of services 
from crisis counseling and support 
groups to legal assistance and personal 
resource connection.
PW Schedule for October:

Emerald Circle, 9:30 am, Oct. 2, 
Carolyn Clendenning’s home

Amethyst Circle, 1 pm, October 1, 
Church Library

Sapphire Circle, 7:30 pm, Oct. 13, 
Marilyn Gardener’s home

 Focus Group, 9:30 am, October 21, 
Liz Shandera’s home

Book Group I, 1 pm, Oct. 27, Liz 
Shandera’s home: The Last Lecture by 
Randy Pausch and Jeffrey Zaslow

Book Group II, 2:30 pm, Oct. 20, 
Karen Scott’s home: Four Seasons in 
Five Senses by David Mas Masumoto

Prayer Shawl Group, 4 pm, Oct. 23, 
Fireside Room

Bible Study, 9:30 am, October 23, 
Church Library (Bible Study will not be 
held Thanksgiving or Christmas Day.)

“Presbyterian Women in the Presby-
tery of San Jose” Tea, 2 pm, October 
19, Social Hall (For more detail, see 
the main article.)       - Catherine Amos
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Presbyterian
Women

Stone Church offers a variety of Men’s 
Ministry, from mission work trips, to a book 
club, to flying! Contact Parish Associate 
David McCreath for more information.

Men’s Mission Team
Our worktrips get better every time. Our skills have 

improved due to all of our challenging projects, and we 
keep adding new members.

On our recent trip to Zephyr Point, two new fellows 
joined us: Dave Moncrief and Gordie Meacham. 

Our project was building a new overhang across two 
cargo containers. It was hard work due to the altitude, 
warm temperature, and dry climate, but it was still fun, 
the meals were delicious, and the fellowship and good 
conversation provided a potpourri of fun for all.

Look at the pictures on the website for a feel of the 
experience. All men are welcome to join.   -Leland Wong
Men’s Book Club

The Men’s Book Group will meet Monday, October 20, 
at 7:30 pm. Bruce Raby is the host (1547 Arata Ct, San 
Jose). The group will continue to discuss Fareed Zakaria’s 
The Post-American World, focusing on the final four chap-
ters. All men of the church are welcome to attend.

Men’s
Ministry

The guys 
had fun on 

the worktrip 
to Zephyr 

Point!
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Consecration Sunday: Recommitting to Stone

Have you ever wondered about the 
nicely wrapped boxes at the end of the 
Communion Table when we serve the 
Lord’s Supper? Are they gifts?

They are small wooden boxes with a 
cup of juice and a cup with a few pieces 
of bread. They are part of the extended 
serving of communion and are taken by 
couples of Deacons and Elders to per-
sons unable to attend the service in the 
sanctuary.

The boxes are a way to include per-
sons who are homebound, hospitalized, 
or otherwise isolated, into the fellow-
ship of the congregation at the table. 
The communion elements are taken 
directly from the service and offered 
with prayer and scripture. Thus, the 
boxes are gifts — gifts of compassion, 
of inclusion, of bringing the Spirit to 

separated members of the church. It is, 
I believe, one of the most tender minis-
tries of the church.

When the team goes to a member’s 
home, they take a bulletin from the 
morning, along with a special Home 
Communion service. They read scrip-
ture, offer prayers, and serve the ele-
ments. They also spend time in con-
versation with the person, bringing 
compassion, humor, and friendship.

The Deacons maintain a list of home-
bound and other members separated 
from our worship, and they are all invit-
ed to receive communion each month. 
Members of the congregation can help 
with this extended service by alerting 
the pastors, Elders, and Deacons to per-
sons who might wish to be included in 
this ministry.             - David McCreath

The Health Ministry Commit-
tee will hold a Health Fair on Sat-
urday, November 8, from 9 am to 
noon in the Social Hall. The Health 
Fair will cover a variety of health-
related issues pertinent to all church 
members, including health record 
management, health care directives, 
emergency notification systems, 
medication management/interac-
tions, nutrition and diet, emotional 
wellness and cognition, child behav-
ior, exercise and balance.

Physicians will be present to discuss 
and answer your questions regarding 
health-related issues: immunizations; 
infectious diseases; flu shots, pneu-
monia vaccine and shingles protec-
tion; guidelines for blood pressure, 
cholesterol and diabetic manage-
ment. A pharmacist will be avail-
able to discuss medication issues, 
and a social worker will be present 
to discuss child behavior issues. Our 
Parish Nurse, Mary Johnson, will be 
offering flu shots. Informative pam-
phlets and handouts will be avail-
able, as well as some fun giveaways. 
Refreshments will also be provided.

As a community outreach, the con-
gregation at Saint Phillips Episcopal 
Church will be invited to attend. 
Please mark November 8 on your 
calendar and plan to attend.

In early 2009, the Health Minis-
try Committee is planning to hold a 
workshop titled, In Case of Emergency. 
Developed by The Red Cross, this 
workshop will provide instruction 
and support related to individual 
and community emergency pre-
paredness.

Health Ministry is pleased to 
announce that the Presbytery of San 
Jose has approved our vision grant to 
help support the Stephen Ministry. 

Your input is important to us. We 
will ask for your assistance in com-
pleting a post-Health Fair assessment 
and health interest survey during the 
Health Fair. The Health Ministry 
Committee meets the first Tuesday 
of the month at 7:30 pm at the 
church.        - Carrie Giorgianni,

                   Health Ministry Chair   

Health Ministry to
Hold Health Fair The last Sunday in October (the 26th) 

has been designated Consecration Sunday. 
What do we plan to consecrate? The 
anticipated financial gifts for 2009 from 
the congregation. More than a pledge of 
support, Consecration Sunday is a day 
when we recommit to the continuing 
life and mission of Stone Church.

Several events during the month will 
lead to worship and celebration on the 
26th. During some weeks, letters will be 
sent to members’ homes; some weeks 
there will be explanatory and encourag-
ing Minutes for Mission; and folks will 
be given opportunities to share their 

personal participation in mission.
Finally, when we attend worship on 

Consecration Sunday, we will have 
the opportunity to declare our 2009 
financial commitments. Leading us in 
worship that day will be the Rev. Lee 
Hayward. From worship we will move 
to the Social Hall for a celebration of 
our commitments. 

October will be a month to recommit 
ourselves to a life within the commu-
nity of Stone Church. Please take time 
to reflect on this community, and be 
prepared to increase participation and 
commitment in 2009. -David McCreath

Extended Serving of Communion: “Tender” Ministry

The Chancel  Choir  entertained the crowd at our recent Rally Sunday. And here  is a rare glimpse 
of Stone’s eminent photographer, Sylvia Snyder, on the other side of the camera, for once!
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Handbell Choir
The Stone Church Handbell Choir 

is starting up for fall. If you have ever 
wanted to join, this would be a good 
time to check it out.

Rehearsal is being moved to Wednes-
days, 6:30 to 7:30 pm (just before 
Chancel Choir practice), in room 6 
downstairs.

Reading music, even just a little, is 
preferred. Contact Jean Raby if you 
are interested

Stephen Ministry
The Stephen Ministry program is a 

confidential, listening ministry. Have 
you ever considered becoming a Ste-
phen Minister?

Application forms for Stephen 
Ministry training are available in the 
Stephen Ministry box in the church 
office or from any of the Stephen 
Ministry Leaders (Dale Bracey, Jan 
Keifer, Judith Mohr, Joan Peckham, 
or Marsha Wadley). Be sure to submit 

your application by October 5 to the 
Stephen Ministry box.

Training will be held most Sun-
days from 6:30 to 8:30 pm in 
the Fireside Room, from Novem- 
ber 1 through May 2009. The leaders 
will be glad to answer any questions 
about this ministry and/or the train-
ing program. 

We’re looking forward to having 
you as a participant in this important 
journey of doing Christ’s work.

We all had fun at 
the annual 

 

Ice Cream Social 
and Hymn Sing!
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Shopping with InnVision Chil-
dren at Mervyn’s, Oct. 4 (see page 4)

Stone Church Annual Golf Tour-
nament at Villages Golf and Coun-
try Club, October 11, 1 pm. Golf 
for all levels, and dinner afterward, 
which is open to non-players in the 
fabulous Villages Clubhouse. Con-
tact Maureen Ryan for questions.

Stone Church Choir Tour Tea, 
October 12, 3-6 pm, Sanctuary & 
Social Hall. Highlights from the 
choir tour to Ireland & Scotland. 
The choir will sing, show slides, tell 
stories; then host a delicious tea.

“My Favorite” Movie Night, Octo-
ber 18, 6 pm, Fireside Room, To Kill 
a Mockingbird (see article at left)

Lost Boys Craft Fair, October 19, 
10:30 am (see page 4)

Henrietta Perdue Lecture featur-
ing Dr. John Dominic Crossan, 
October 24-25 (see page 2)

Consecration Sunday, October 26 
(see page 6)

Family Movie Night, December 6, 
6 pm (more details to come)

Save These Dates!

You are cordially invited 
to the Triennial Art Exhibit 
of Lynden Keith Johnson, 

November 29 - 30, 
in the Social Hall.

The Membership & Evangelism 
Committee is proud to present 
To Kill a Mockingbird, the second in 
the “My Favorite” Movie Night series, 
6 pm, Saturday, October 18.

Mel Goertz and Emily Meacham 
discovered they shared the same 
“favorite” at the last movie night, so 
this was an easy choice.

Pizza and drinks will be provided; 
bring your favorite movie snacks to 
share. Childcare will also be provided 
(please contact Emily Meacham to 
make reservations).  See you there!

To Kill a Mockingbird (1962) was 
based on the novel of the same name by 
Harper Lee. In 2007, it was ranked 25th 

on the American 
Film Institute’s 
list of the greatest 
American movies 
of all time. It won 
three Academy 

Awards: Best Actor (Gregory Peck), Best 
Writing/Adapted Screenplay (Horton 
Foote), and Best Art Direction/Set Deco-
ration.

“My Favorite” 
Movie Night

Ordinary Time ... 
but far from

Ordinary Banners

We give thanks to 
Bea Groppuso, Sally 

Magee, Jeanette Rapp, 
Karen Scott, and Betty 
Spicher for preparing 
new banners under the 
direction of Jeanette 

Rapp. They compliment 
our other paraments 
marking the green of 
Ordinary Time and 

symbolizing the hope of 
new life.
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