
At a recent 
Church and  
World-sponsored 
“Save The Bay” 
workday, Stone 
Church members 
and friends 
planted hundreds 
of native barley 
seedlings and 
blue-eyed grass to 
help restore the 
wetlands.

March Events

  3/10  Confi rmation Retreat

    Morgan Hill Ranch

  3/16 - 18  Men’s Mission Team

    Westminster Woods  Page 8

  3/23 - 25  Women’s Retreat

    San Juan Bautista        page 6

Every active Elder is issued an 
Elder’s Notebook, which contains all 
the policies of our Church. On the 
first page is the Mission Statement 
of Stone Church, which reads, 
“Our mission is to live our faith as 
a congregation, inspired by Jesus 
Christ as individuals and as a cor-
porate body, and to move forward 
in our mission of peace within our 
church, our community, and the 
world.” This is followed by eight 
points by which we covenant to 
carry out this mission: 1. Provide 
for the regular worship of God in 
accord with Presbyterian precepts 
and traditions. 2. Develop strong 
lay leadership. 3. Be stewards of 
God’s Word and Actions. 4. Be 
Christian Educators in all facets 
of our lives. 5. Teach our children 
the basics of the Christian faith. 6. 
Welcome diversity. 7. Expand our 

services to the community and the 
world through mission outreach. 
8. Support each other in living our 
faith at home and in our work in 
the world.

This statement is not something 
that most of us, if any, tack on 
our bulletin boards, put on our 
refrigerator doors, or think about 
often. But it is important to con-
sider our Mission Statement from 
time to time to help ground us as 
a congregation. I would suggest 
that this is a good time to do so, 
for two reasons: First, we are now 
in the Season of Lent, a time for 
introspection, prayer, meditation; a 
time to discern God’s will for us as 
individuals and as a congregation 
in the light of Christ’s ministry, 
his death on the cross, and his res-
urrection. Second, our intrepid, 
hardworking Pastor Nominating 
Committee will soon present a 
candidate for consideration as 
your new Installed Minister of the 
Word and Sacrament. It would be 
good to keep in mind the Mission 

Statement and the eight points as 
you enter into a new and exciting 
era at Stone Church, which will 
impact, in a positive way I’m sure, 
every member of the church. This 
has been a long journey for Stone 
Church, but just as Lent ended in 
new life, so for us, there is light 
at the end of the tunnel. A new 
day is dawning! As you go through 
the forty days of Lent, may you be 
guided by our Mission Statement 
and more importantly by God’s 
direction and grace as we worship 
together; listening to God’s Word, 
praying, singing God’s praises, and 
loving one another.

                 Faithfully yours, Marge  
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Marge’s Column
May God’s Direction and Grace 
Guide You During Lent



   

Friends: If my February focus was 
Love and Soup, March’s focus is Fish 
and Stones! It’s certainly the love we 
receive from God and seek to share 

with others that motivates our 
use of the One Great Hour of 
Sharing Fish Banks (pictured 
at left) with our church school 
students. On March 4, they 
will begin to receive banks 
and a calendar pointing them 

to the needs in our world. The Fish 
Banks are to be returned in worship 
on Palm Sunday, April 1, as part of 
the students’ palm procession.

In addition, students, as well as 
adults, will each receive a Stone as 

a reminder of their commitment to 
reflect during Lent on their relation-
ship to God and on how they share 
God’s love with others. They will be 
invited to join in a Stone Soup Supper 
on Maundy Thursday, ending in 
Communion. Both of these efforts 
can assist parents in using Lent 
to teach their students important 
aspects of the Christian faith.

Students in Grades 1-3 and their 
parents will have a special opportu-
nity to participate in a new Faith 
Stepping Stone: Communion Train-
ing. They are invited to meet on 
Palm Sunday, April 1, from 11 am 
to noon. Then, as families, they can 
share Communion with new mean-
ing on Maundy Thursday, April 5, 
and/or on Easter, April 8.

God bless you and your family 
during this important time of Fish 
and Stones.

         Miriam Kishi,
         Christian Education Associate

PS: Please save these dates:
March 11: Focus in church 
school on One Great Hour 
of Sharing and Westminster 
Woods summer camp. Stu-
dents will hear about summer 
fun, and parents can meet the 
camp representative after wor-
ship. Check out camp details at
www.westminsterwoods.org.
June 18 - 22: Vacation Church 
School   —   The theme will be 
announced soon!

�

�

Miriam’s Column
Fish and Stones
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Look for new church library books 
on the book cart in the Social Hall! 
And visit the library on Sundays 
after worship; a volunteer will be 
available March 11 and 25 until   
at least 11 am.

   - Sue Williams, Library Coordinator

Mini-Review by Sue Evans: The 
Five People You Meet in Heaven

Because I read Tuesdays with Morrie
and cried buckets, I wasn’t going 
to read The Five People You Meet in 
Heaven by Mitch Albom (813 ALB). 
However, this book kept leaping out 
at me, so I decided 
to give it a try. It’s 
a different take on 
how people usu-
ally imagine heaven. 
Eddie is an aged war 
veteran embittered 
at his lot in life who 
dies in an accident. 
His experience with “life” in heaven 
is most interesting as he meets unex-
pected characters, either loved ones or 
strangers, who tell him why and how 
they connected. The reader will appre-
ciate the well-written stories and the 
final glimpse of heaven itself. When 
you have read this book, please tell me 
what you thought.

Library Adds Books on Diverse Subjects: Heaven, Turtles,
Parties, Cosmic Christ, Education as Freedom, Blue Shoes

Ting-a-ling! 
by Siobhan 
Dodds (1st 
Books Dod), 
given by Vivian 
Shimmon

Hide and Sleep 
by Melanie 
Walsh (1st 
Books Wal), 
given by Vivian 
Shimmon

Old Turtle 
by Douglas 
Wood (J 
Woo), given 
by Mary-Ann 
Hudson

Beauty & The 
Beast: The Perfect 
Party by Ronald 
Kidd (J Kid), 
given by the van 
Diggelen family

The Coming of 
the Cosmic Christ 
by Matthew 
Fox (230 Fox), 
given by Rebecca 
Kuiken

Blue Shoe by 
Anne Lamott 
(813.54 Lam)

The Last Week: A Day-
by-Day Account of Jesus’s 
Final Week in Jerusalem 
by Marcus Borg & 
John Dominic Cros-
san (232.9 Bor), given 
by Pat Magee

Teaching to Trans-
gress: Education as 
the Practice of Free-
dom by Bell Hooks 
(370 Hoo), given 
by Kate Williams

New Books for Young Folks: New Books for Adults:



“God Rocks” is the theme for the 
Confirmation Journey for 2007 and is 
printed on the stones that were given to 
the participants at their first meeting.

The Confirmation Journey for 
2007 is off and rocking. We are using 
Professing Our Faith from the Presby-
terian We Believe curriculum.

Led by Elders Rick James and 
Rosaleen Zisch, the six young people 
met in February for the first time 
to explore who they are and what 
the Presbyterian Church expects 

from them if they choose to join it. 
During the next three months, they 
will eat, pray, study, question, walk, 
talk, read and learn. In between we 
hope to have fun, too.

Mentoring our youth will be Bob 
Lowry with Chris Duke; Jim Hagan 
with Sam Hudson-Crim; Mike Breu-
leux with Matt Schroeder; Bruce 
Raby with Kendall Searing; Rich 
Frohlich  with Jordan Olmstead; 
and Laraine Pitcher with Alexandra 
Bowers.            - Rosaleen Zisch, CE

Confi rmation Class Learns “God Rocks”
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All Sunday Adult Study Classes meet at 
11 am in the Fireside Room.

There is no Adult Study on March 25 (Wom-
en’s Retreat) or April 8 (Easter). 

March 4 & 11: The Church & Homosexuality
Prompted by Dr. Jack Rogers’ lectures and 

book, Jesus, the Bible, and Homosexuality, we 
will explore past, present, and future atti-
tudes of the church toward homosexuality 
in general, and gay and lesbian persons in 
particular. For our discussions, the church 
will be considered the Christian church 
universal, the Presbyterian Church (USA), 
and Stone Church. 

March 18: The Second Holy Land: A
                  Pilgrimage through Turkey

Join Pat and Sally Magee as they present 
a slide show summary of their 17-day trip 
in Turkey with New Testament scholars, 
Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan.

April 1 (Palm Sunday): Communion
         Training for Grades 1-3 & Parents

April 15: Care and Support of People
                with Alzheimer’s Disease

An Alzheimer’s Association speaker will 
present an overview of Alzheimer’s disease and 
related disorders, including what is normal 
memory loss, the ten warning signs of demen-
tia, and types of dementia, and will describe 
services provided by the Association.

April 22 – June 10: The Challenge of
               Science for Christianity Today

Modern science presents challenges to 
religion in general and Christianity in par-
ticular. The findings of science refute classic 
tenets of Christianity, such as original sin, 
the fall from Paradise, the Virgin Birth, and 
the unity of the Gospels. American culture 
wars are largely based on tensions between 
the worldviews of science and traditional 
Christianity. 

There are those who insist Christianity 
must change, accept new scientific truths 
and radically reinterpret its theology. 
Others say truth never changes, the Bible 
is the literal Word of God, and the modern 
worldview must be rejected. And some just 
ignore the issue, believing science during 
the week and embracing old-time religion on 
Sunday. 

We will explore this critical issue on which 
the survival of Christianity in America may 
well depend.                             - Pat Magee

Sunday Adult Study

Our Middle School youth help to load bags of soup 
into Fred Groppuso’s car on Souper Bowl Sunday.

At a recent Family Cluster dinner, Dulcie Janzen, Bruce Raby, Maureen Searing, 
Ida Raby, Jean Raby (and Dan Raby taking the picture) had a marvelous time. 
Maureen notes, “This was only about a third of our usual cluster - the rest 
(including all fi ve youth members) were off  on the Presidents’ Day weekend 
- missing were the Smiths, Edwards, Baileys and 3/4 of the Searings.”



Many of you have come to know 
Tony Muiruri since he started wor-
shiping here this past summer. A 
native of Nairobi, Kenya, Tony left his 
home because he was being subjected 
to extortion, came to California, and 
this past November was approved by 
a US judge for asylum, which permits 
him to work. He works at Fry’s Elec-
tronics and eventually wants to work 
in computer networking, for which 
he had training and work experience 
in Kenya. He lives at InnVision, but 
would like to have a room in a pri-
vate home and someday would like 
to share an apartment.

Over the past years, a number of 
other refugees have been settled with 
the help of Stone Church members. 
Early on, Alex and Paula Koot arrived 
from Indonesia via Holland. The 
Koots had two sons and two daugh-
ters. Alex died recently, but Paula still 
lives in Willow Glen.

About 1980, Phat Yin (last name 
uncertain), his wife, and their new 
baby, born in a refugee camp, arrived 

from Cambodia, along with four 
others from his family. Huot Yean 
from Cambodia is a brother of Stone 
Church member, Cham Yean. Huot, 
who had severe health problems when 
he arrived about 1989, came into this 
country with his wife Chun Mean 
Yean, two daughters, and three sons, 
aged 4 to 19, with the help of Presby-
terian Resettlement Service.

Melaku Woldemeskel, his wife, 
and their young daughter came from 
Ethiopia in the late 1990s and moved 
to Virginia about three years later.

These resettled refugees are but 
the tip of the iceberg. About 15 mil-
lion men, women, and children live 
in refugee camps in countries such 
as Afghanistan, Burma, Burundi, 
Congo, Cuba, Eritrea, Iran, Libe-
ria, Portugal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, 
Sudan, and Vietnam.

The world’s refugee problem is 
grave, and it is good that Stone 
Church has been doing our part in 
working toward a solution.          

                         - Bill Palmer, C&W

Stone’s Proud History of Helping Refugees
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For a number of years, Stone Church 
has held a unique prayer service on 
selected Tuesday nights. During Lent, 
the services are weekly and consist of 
meditative prayer, musical chants and 
silence, in the candlelit sanctuary. 

These services are patterned after 
those held in a monastic community 
in Taizé, in the Burgundy region of 
France. The Taizé community was 
founded during World War II by 
Roger Schutz (pictured at right), the 
25-year-old son of a Swiss Reformed 
pastor. He acquired a house, shelter-
ing political refugees, mostly Jews flee-
ing the Nazis. From the beginning, he 
linked the search for God to a com-
mitment to serve human suffering. As 
others joined, the community slowly 
grew as an ecumenical entity built 
on a lifetime commitment to sharing 
goods, celibacy, and Brother Roger’s 
leadership. A structured prayer sched-
ule undergirded community life.

The modern Taizé community 
attracts many young people. In the 
Christian Century (Sept. 20, 2005), 
Lukas Vischer said, “The influence 
of this small group of monks has been 
and continues to be immense. In 
Taizé, young people experience Chris-
tian community across the boundaries 
of the confessions.” 

Ironically, after a lifetime of working 
for peace, Brother Roger, at age 90, 

was stabbed to death by a “mentally 
disturbed” woman as he celebrated 
evening prayers with young pilgrims.

The Stone Church services feature 
the basic elements of the Taizé com-
munity worship. Music is led by Bar-
bara Roberts, cantor; Karen Johnson, 
pianist; and Laraine Pitcher, flutist. 
Chaired by Hilleguus Faber, a Wor-
ship subcommittee takes care of other 
elements of the service: members of 
this group light candles, usher, read 
scripture, and facilitate the service. 

Lenten Taizé Services: February 27, 
March 6, 13, 20, 27, April 3. Music 
begins 6:30; service begins 6:45 pm.

  -  Alice Thorn, for the Taizé sub-committee

Taizé Services To Be Held Every Week During Lenten Season

At its February 13 
meeting, Session adopt-
ed a set of agreements 
for how members want 
to work together.

There was extensive discussion 
about using risers in the Sanctuary. 
The choir has increased in size, but 
the choir loft has not, and the risers 
are an attempt to meet the need 
to pull the choir together for good 
sound and to help them see Director 
Nancy Kromm.

Session discussed other important 
factors: the difference between music 
as worship and music as performance; 
the centrality of the Communion 
table in Reformed theology and the 
need to keep sight lines open to it; 
the needs of the Taizé service for 
space at the foot of the stairs; safety 
concerns for anyone using the stairs; 
use of the stairs for the children’s 
sermon. Michael Donald (Buildings 
& Grounds) and Deborah Crim 
(Worship) will co-chair a committee, 
consulting with the pastor, to con-
sider a long-term solution. Meantime, 
the risers will be used Palm Sunday, 
but removed for Taizé and Easter ser-
vices. 

Session also discussed church 
basement space use. To address this 
issue, a space allocation group will be 
formed with delegates from Worship 
(including Taizé, choir), Christian 
Education (including church librar-
ian), Buildings & Grounds, Person-
nel & Administration, Presbyterian 
Women, Clerk/Historians, MJ Nes-
bitt, Miriam Kishi, Marge Palmer, and 
anyone with a stake in the issues.

Jody Meacham (P&A) said a change 
in Rev. Palmer’s compensation, retro-
active to Jan. 1, will be presented asap 
to a special Congregation meeting.

Rosaleen Zisch (CE) reported on 
Confirmation Class (see article, pg 3). 
A Men’s Book Group Book Exchange 
was approved for 4/22 (see article, 
page 6).  - Alice Thorn, Clerk of Session

Session
Beat



A recent gathering of the Presbyterian Women Lunch Bunch at the Taiwan Restaurant in 
downtown Willow Glen found Marge Palmer, Carolyn Clendenning (partially obscured), Sally 
Magee, Claudia Hamm, Catherine Amos, and Pauline Moore engaged in lively conversation.

Consider joining the Lunch Bunch on the second Tuesday of every month. We’d love to have you!

(There are even more photos on page 7 of this lively group!)

One Great Hour of Sharing
As Presbyterian Churches (USA) 

often partner with others to carry out 
their ministries, so do the One Great 
Hour of Sharing (OGHS) 
special offering ben-
eficiaries: Presbyterian 
Hunger Program, Self-
Development of People, 
and Presbyterian Disas-
ter Assistance.

This year’s theme, 
Who is my neighbor? 
includes anyone in 
need and anyone who 
can help address the 
need, or minister to 
needs, that is, anyone who can share 
and make tangible the love of God in 
Jesus Christ.

The partners of these OGHS orga-
nizations include Church World 
Service, Churches Together Interna-
tional, and the Coptic Evangelical 
Organization for Social Services in 
Egypt. These partnerships reach com-
munities in parts of the world that 
would be otherwise inaccessible.

OGHS inserts and envelopes will 
be in the March Sunday bulletins, 
and your offering will be received on 
Palm Sunday and Easter. Through 
your gifts to OGHS, new life is offered 
to individuals and communities who 
are our neighbors!

CROP Walk
We still need a chairperson for 

the CROP Walk on April 29. Derk 
Johnson has done it for several years 
and would be willing to assist you. 
This is the South 
Bay CROP Walk’s 
30th anniversary, 
and Stone Church 
is 4th in the top 12 
in funds raised, and 
6th in the top 12 in 
number of walkers. 
The monies raised 
serve Second Harvest 
Food Bank, Sacred 
Heart Community Service locally, 
and Church World Service globally. 
Contact Derk Johnson or Bea Grop-
puso to help.

Church & World Committee
You hear from us each month about 

what we are doing and how you can 
support our many activities. If you 
would like to join us, we would be 
happy to hear from you:

Bea Groppuso
Suzanne Wolf
Alice McNelis
Kathie Lloyd
Rhonda Lakatos
Dale Bracey
Bill Palmer
                                - Bea Groppuso

March is coming in like a lion 
– hunting down all the activities we 
have in store.

Gifts of Women Sunday is March 4, 
and we are blessed to have the Rev. 
Stephanie Lutz Allen as our guest 
preacher. Come and celebrate the 
continuing use of our gifts.

On March 17 (Happy St. Patrick’s 
Day!), we’ll explore “Walking Togeth-
er ... Hand in Hand” with our sis-
ters in the Presbytery as we gather at 
Sunnyvale Presbyterian Church to 
learn more about the PW Mission 
program. We’ll have hands-on mis-
sion projects, such as prayer shawls, 
baby caps and blankets: please bring 
your knitting needles, crochet hooks, 
tatting shuttles, etc. Also, we’ll have 
plastic toy storage boxes purchased 
for Emmaus House in Hollister: 
contributions toward their cost are 
welcome. Lunch will be provided.

As March goes out like a lamb, 
remember to save April 21 for our 
PWP Spiritual Nurture Retreat. 
(More about that next month.)

Here are PW’s March activities:
Emerald Circle, 9:30 am, Thurs-

day, March 1, Diana Lim’s home
Amethyst Circle, 1 pm, Wednes-

day, March 7, Library/Conference 
Room

Sapphire Circle, 7:30 pm, Monday, 
March 12, Ida Raby’s home

Focus Group, 9:30 am, Tues-
day, March 6, Elizabeth Shandera’s 
home

Book Group 1, 1 pm, Monday, 
March 5, Elizabeth Shandera’s home 
(Warriors Don’t Cry by Melba Beals)

Book Group 2: contact Claudia 
Hamm

Lunch Bunch, 11:30 am, Tuesday, 
March 13, Taiwan Restaurant

Prayer Shawl Group 1, 6:30 pm, 
Tuesday, March 27, Fireside Room

Prayer Shawl Group 2, 4 pm, Thurs-
day, March 29, Fireside Room

Bible Study with Rev. Marge, 9:30 
am, Thursday, March 22, Library/
Conference Room.   - Catherine Amos
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News 
from PW

Church & World Highlights OGHS, CROP



Above, many Stone 
Church members 
enjoyed the wonderful 
skiing at beautiful 
Lake Tahoe.
Left, on Saturday 
night, everyone also 
enjoyed some “indoor” 
activities, like playing 
card and board 
games, as well as just 
having a chance to be 
together!

Don’t forget the Women’s Retreat, coming up March 23 - 25, in beautiful San Juan Bautista. 
Contact Jan Keifer to register. Pictured below are the ladies gathered at last year’s retreat.

The Men’s Book Group announces 
plans to hold a Book Exchange twice a 
year - the inaugural event is April 22.

The group realized they have many 
books to share and felt other church 
members might be in the same boat.

Here’s how it works: Everyone brings 
up to five paperback or hardback books 
to share. For each book you take, you pay 
$1 for a paperback or $3 for a hardback, 
with funds raised benefitting the High 
School Mission Trip, the Men’s Mission 
Team, and other mission activities, such 
as the solar heating project.

So, start setting aside some books for 
this very worthy project!

Book Exchange ...
Men’s Book Group

The next meeting of the Men’s Book 
Group is 7:30 pm, March 19, at the Holtz 
home; the book is Skinny Dip by Carl 
Hiassen. From amazon.com: “You’ve got 
to hand it to Hiaasen: He’s perfected 
a formula for crisply written, satirical 
crime fiction that makes the best use of 
imaginatively repulsive villains, as well 
as less thoroughly venal scoundrels and 
victims who ultimately overcome their 
antagonists, all while stumping for the 
preservation of Florida’s environment, 
particularly the Everglades.”

Contact Bill Ribble for more information 
about either the Book Exchange or the Men’s 
Book Group.

... and Next MeetingStone Church Snow Trip
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Flowers in the Sanctuary on Sunday 
are given in memory of loved ones or 
to honor a special occasion. If you 
would like to give flowers one Sunday 
to add to our Worship experience, 
please let us know. The flower arrange-
ments may be from your garden or 
from a florist, and you may take them 
home after the service. Please fill out 
the form and give it to Mary Johnson, 
put it in the offering plate, or drop it 
by the church office.

I’d like to provide flowers
for a Sunday.

Name: ____________________
Memory of: ________________
Honor of: _________________

Date of Sunday in 2007:
1st choice__________________  
2nd choice_________________

Consider Providing Flowers for any Sunday
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The Deacons will again purchase 
special flowers for the Sanctuary on 
Easter Sunday, April 8. After Easter 
Worship, the flowers will be delivered 
to our always-grateful shut-ins.

This provides an opportunity for 
you to make a donation in memory 
or in honor of a loved one (and help 
to offset the cost). Please complete the 
form found in the March 18, 25, or 
April 1 bulletin, and put it in the offer-
ing plate or church office by April 1.

... or for Easter Sunday

More photos 
from the PW 
Lunch Bunch (see 
page 5 for details 
about the lunch).

The Rev. Marge 
Palmer and 
Carolyn Clen-
denning share a 
smile ...

... while 
Maureen 
Searing and 
Catherine 
Edwards 
enjoy their 
delicious 
soup.
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It’s not too late to join the handbell 
choir! New ringers will be joining 
each Thursday, so if you are inter-
ested, come and give it a try! If you’re 
not sure, just come and listen.

We are open to adults and high 
school youth, music reading pre-
ferred, but not required, and middle 
school age that do read music.

Rehearsal is Thursday evenings, 
from 7 to 8:30 pm. For more infor-
mation, contact Jean Raby.

Come and Ring! Save Your Labels
to Help Schools

We are all aware of the great needs 
of our schools for additional resourc-
es. Now Presbyterian Women and 
the Church & World Committee are 
joining hands to ask you to save your 
Campbell soup labels and General 
Mills’ Coupons for Education to assist 
two local Title One schools with 
such resources. We know from long 
experience what can be done with the 
Campbell labels. The General Mills 
coupons, found on cereal boxes, 
Kleenex, and many other products, 
can be redeemed by the schools at ten 
cents each: this money can be used 
for extra books, classroom visual aids, 
and field trips. (See the complete list 
on the PW bulletin board)

Each Sunday, a box will be on the 
book cart in the Social Hall where you 
can deposit the labels and coupons.

And Menaul School will not be for-
gotten; it will receive an annual dona-
tion from the Ruby Hudspeth Fund.                
                        - Catherine Amos, PW

Men’s Mission Team 
Plans Work Trip to
Westminster Woods

The Men’s Mission Team is plan-
ning a trip to Westminster Woods, 
the weekend of March 16 - 18.

They will be building a handicap 
ramp and finishing up some stairs.

Groups will be leaving Friday morn-
ing, after work Friday, and Saturday 
morning.

If you are interested, please contact 
Leland Wong.

Recent Photos 
from Coffee Hour

Lea Lawrence, 
Nancy McClaran, 
and Ruth Craw-
ford share a 
laugh with their 
morning coffee.

Bill Ribble and 
Anne Storer chat 
with Suzanne 
Wolf. (June 
Tablak is in the 
background.)
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