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Everyone
had fun
at the
Advent
Craft
Workshop!

Marge’s Column
Trust and Praise God as
you Greet the New Year!
Dear Friends,
Last month I mentioned that
Advent is the beginning of the new
church year. And now, a month
later, we begin a new secular year.
Both the new church year and the
new secular year offer us a fresh
start. We don’t begin the New Year
with a clean slate since we bring
with us both the joys and concerns
of the previous year. But the New
Year brings us hope, new possibilities, a challenge to change to make
things better.
As most of you know, at most
Sunday worship services, the Scriptures read are based on the Lectionary passage for that Sunday.
Lectionary passages are also available for each day of the week. One
of the Old Testament, or Hebrew

Bible, texts for Jan. 1 is from
Genesis 17: 1-12. This passage has
to do with the call of Abraham
when God said to him, “I am God
almighty; walk before me, and be
blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and you, and
will make you exceedingly numerous ... No longer shall your name
be Abram, but your name shall be
Abraham.” Suddenly, Abraham’s
life was changed. He became a new
person, with a new name and a
new role in life, all at the age of
ninety-nine!
As we ponder the challenge to
change that a new year affords us,
we hardly expect such a dramatic
change as Abraham experienced.
But we do know that God acts in
unexpected ways, and if we enter
the New Year open to new possibilities, who can predict what will
happen? Change for the good is
certainly happening in our church
as the Pastor Nominating Com-

mittee continues its work and
will present a candidate for your
Installed Pastor during this new
year. Other changes in our church
program are taking place under
the able leadership of various committees. (continued on page 2)
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Miriam’s Column

and special memories that help us
focus on Jesus’ birth.
So Many Blessings!
Our young people and church
family have also been blessed by the
Stone Church has been blessed by contributions of faithful shepherds,
the gifts of so many people in this workshop leaders, Janice Goertz and
past year. If you were able to come Rosaleen Zisch assisting with lesson
to the pageant Dec. 10, you saw the writing, a new Music Time team,
result of much work by Bill Downes, nursery caregivers, preschool teachDella Smith, Jean Raby, almost 20 er and aides, artist Jeanette Rapp,
talented young people, supportive Middle School leaders, High School
parents (including Lynn Stutz who leaders, Vacation Church School and
gave extra help on individual lines), Summer Church School volunteers,
Nancy Kromm and the musicians, and the CE Board led by Rosaleen
sound experts (Bob Johnson and Dan Zisch seeking to offer support for parRaby), recording people, Jan Keifer ents as they nurture the faith of their
who did the program, and, last but children. The Mouse House computer
not least, Lizanne Oliver who pro- lab has also been updated with wonvided a lovely reception afterwards. derful, refurbished computers thanks
We were all blessed by the experience to Donald Foster and Peter Frank.

We’re looking forward to a fruitful
2007 with students exploring how
Jesus’ ministry offers a new “Hope
in God.” Experiences will continue
to include music, caring for others
through monthly food donations,
Souper Bowl Sunday and One Great
Hour of Sharing, as well as a new Faith
Stepping Stone for Worship and
Communion Training.
I hope your family will make a
renewed commitment in 2007 to benefit from these kinds of blessings that
will continue to flow. Just as it takes
a village to raise a child, so it takes a
church family supporting parents as
they nurture the faith of that child.
God bless,
Miriam Kishi,
Christian Education Associate

It’s Time for Library’s Calendar Exchange
You and your extra new calendars
are invited to the library! You’ll find
our “Calendar Exchange” box on the
shelf to your right as you enter. Feel
free to get a calendar, make a trade, or
donate extras. After awhile, all remaining calendars will be donated to Sacred
Heart Community Service, where they
are much appreciated.



The library has just added these new
books for young folks:
 Busy Beavers by Barbara Brownell
(J 599 Bro)
 The Very Busy
Spider by
Eric Carle
(1st Bks Car)

The following books have been
added to our special collections:
 Reflections of a Public Man by Jim
Wright (Biog WRIGHT), given
by David McCreath
 My Monastery Is a
Minivan by Denise
Roy (FamilyReligion 248.4
Roy), given by
Marilyn Gardner
 The 7 Habits of
Highly Effective
Families by
Stephen Covey
(Family 646.78 Cov)
 Moral Man & Immoral Society by
Reinhold Niebuhr (Soc. Iss. 170
Nie), given by Catherine Amos
 The Global Factory: Analysis &
Action for a New Economic Era by
Rachel Kamel (Soc Iss 361.2 Kam)

Our new books for adults include
the following:
 When Jesus Came to Harvard:
Making Moral Choices Today by
Harvey Cox (232.9 Cox)
 Poston Camp II, Block 211 by Jack
Matsuoka (940.53 Mat), given by
PW Book Group 2
 Who Killed Jesus?
Exposing the
Roots of AntiSemitism in the
Gospel Story
by John
Dominic
Crossan
(232.96 Cro)
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A Brief History
of the
Presbyterians
by Lefferts
Loetscher
(285 Loe),
given by
David
McCreath

Come browse in our library or visit
the book cart at coffee hour. We welcome your feedback and suggestions.
- Sue Williams, Library Coordinator

Marge’s Column
Trust and Praise God as
you Greet the New Year!
(Please note that this is continued from page 1.)
Changes can and will take place
in our individual lives during 2007,
and such changes can be positive
with careful planning and an ear
attuned to what God is doing in
each of our lives. That’s not to say
that the New Year will be filled
with nothing but good times. We
are realistic enough to know that
misfortune comes to us all. But
the changes in our lives can, for
the most part, move us in a new
direction with new and hopeful
possibilities. The Psalm from the
Lectionary readings for Jan. 1 is
Psalm 98. “O sing to the Lord a
new song, for he has done marvelous things ... Make a joyful noise
to the Lord, all the earth ... He will
judge the world with righteousness
and the people with equity.” What
a great way to begin the New Year,
to praise God who does marvelous
things and who will continue to
enrich our lives, if we will trust
God and greet the new year with
“great expectations”!
Faithfully yours,
Marge Palmer,
Interim Pastor

Sunday Adult Study

Jan. 7 &14: Humans and the Natural World: A First Look at Environmental Sustainability with Dr. Jonathan Miller, Professor of Geology,
San Jose State University
Greater and greater demands are
being made on the Earth for energy,
food, water, and land, as more people
and nations aspire to Western standards of living and mass consumption. As a result, the climate is warming, soil loss is accelerating, clean
water is scarcer, and ongoing armed
conflict partly tied to securing energy
has become a part of our geopolitical
reality. We will look at the changes
and modifications occurring on Earth
and explore the concept of ecologic
and environmental sustainability.
There is no class on Jan. 21, due to the
Annual Congregational Meeting.
Jan. 28, Feb. 4 – 18: Faith Journeys
at Stone Church
Each Sunday, a different member
of Stone Church will discuss their
personal faith journey, what brought
them to Stone; how they have grown
at Stone, their hopes, and the spiritual
struggles they face today.
Feb. 25: Discussion with Henrietta
Perdue Lecturer, Dr. Jack Rogers
Dr. Jack Rogers, author of Jesus, the
Bible, and Homosexuality (see article at
right), will preach this morning and
be available at the 11 am hour for an
open, free-wheeling discussion.

Sylvia Snyder and Laraine Pitcher enjoy the
delicious food and warm fellowship at Stone
Church’s First Annual Thanksgiving Dinner.

Dr. Jack Rogers to speak
on Homosexuality at next
Henrietta Perdue Lecture
The next Henrietta Perdue Memorial Lecture Series will be Fri., Feb. 25,
and Sat., Feb. 26. Dr. Jack Rogers will
speak on Jesus, the Bible, and Homosexuality: Explore the Myths, Heal the
Church, based on his recent book.
“In a powerful new book, evangelical theologian and former Moderator
of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Jack Rogers argues unequivocally for
equal rights in the church and in society for people who are lesbian, gay,
bisexual, or transgender. Throughout
history, he observes Christianity has
moved toward ever greater openness
and inclusiveness. Today’s church is
led by many of those who were once
cast out: people of color, women,
and divorced and remarried people.

He argues that when we interpret
the Bible through the lens of Jesus’
redemptive life and ministry, we see
that the church is called to grant equal
rights to all people. Jesus, the Bible,
and Homosexuality describes Rogers’
own change of mind and heart on the
issue; charts the church’s well-documented history of using biblical passages to oppress marginalized groups;
argues for a Christ-centered reading
of Scripture; debunks oft-repeated
stereotypes about gays and lesbians;
and concludes with ideas for how the
church can heal itself and move forward again.” (from amazon.com)
Dr. Rogers will also preach and lead
an unscripted discussion at 11 am,
Sun., Feb. 27.
- Pat Magee

Time to Sign up for Zephyr Experience

The Zephyr Experience is an annual
week-long inter-generational conference for families, singles and couples
hosted in the beautiful 59-room Tallac
Center at Zephyr Point Conference
Center, Lake Tahoe. This year’s event
occurs July 8 through July 13, 2007.
Join this enriching conference, surrounded by the unparalleled splendor
of Lake Tahoe and the Sierra. Stone
Church traditionally has one of the
largest groups at the conference.
Adult classes are held in two morning periods (8:45 and 10:30 am);
afternoons are free; and a short worship service is held in the evening.
All 2007 children’s program leaders
are from Stone Church! Della Smith
will lead ages 4 - 9; Julie Ludwig will
lead 10 - 13; and Mary Alice Collins
will lead 14 - 17. (Ages 15 - 17 can
attend youth or adult classes.)
Attendance is limited, so enroll
now for this exciting week. Forms and

more information are available in the
church office and on Zephyr’s website
(www.zephyrpoint.org).
Here is a list of the adult classes:
Bible
 Thus Saith the Lord: the Prophetic
Word - Chandler Stokes (1st Period)
 God’s House: Rooms Available Herman Waetjen (2nd Period)
Mission to the World
 Through the Eyes of Refugees Sharon Stanley (1st Period)
Church and Society
 On Loving Enemies - Walt Davis
(1st Period)
 Issues in Virtue Ethics - Lisa Fullam
(2nd Period)
Spirituality
 Experiencing God Through Centering Prayer - Hei Takarabe (2nd Per)
Editor’s Note: Pat Magee, who wrote
this article, is Dean for the 2007 event.

Cost* (shared room)
Tallac Center
Cabins 32 & 33
Adult
$425 each
$275 each
Youth (10-17)
$180 each
$120 each
Children (3-9)
$130 each
$120 each
* Fees are higher if received after June 1.
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Capital Campaign Crosses $1M Mark

Session Beat

At Stone Church’s regular Session
meeting Dec. 12, the Reverend Marge
Palmer spoke about interest she and
Mary Johnson, Parish Nurse, have in
a ministry of health and wholeness
at Stone. One beginning might be
to hold services of healing; Marge
has had past experience with such
services. Mary will speak to the Session about other possibilities.
Session voted to recommend to the
Congregation an increase in the size
of Session to 19 Elders. The committees need continuity of leadership;
the increase would allot 2 Elders to
each committee; one the moderator,
the other, a moderator in training.
Buildings & Grounds is addressing
the malfunctioning sanctuary sound
system. Consensus of Session is the
system must be fixed or replaced.
Session set the annual Congregational Meeting for Jan. 21, 2007.
Session voted approval of inviting 3
organizations (More Light Presbyterians, the Covenant Network, and That
All May Freely Serve) to hold a joint
worship service at Stone during the
2008 General Assembly (not to conflict with Stone’s regular worship). At
the 2006 GA in Birmingham, these
groups could not find a single Presbyterian Church that would host them
in worship. Stone has a long tradition of being an open and affirming
congregation.
Session had an extensive discussion of the use of alcoholic beverages in social events. While many
Session members personally enjoy
wine, concern was expressed about
the church’s responsibility to families
and young people in our community.
Finally, Session voted to allow the
Men’s Workgroup to serve wine at
the Crab Feed on Feb. 3; the vote was
evenly divided — 6 yes and 5 no.
Derk Johnson reported on truly
good pledge results from the Consecration Sunday program and underscored
his belief in continuing this spiritual
approach to giving.
- Alice Thorn, Clerk of Session
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Total contributions to the Capital
Campaign now exceed one million dollars. This milestone occurred in midNovember, three-and-a-half years into
the five-year campaign. We remain
on target to reach our pledged goal
of $1.5 million by June 2008, the
official end of the campaign.
The Capital Campaign has made
possible the much needed renewal of
our 50-year-old facility, the physical
results of which are obvious.
Less obvious, but even more important, are the intangibles of congregational renewal and outreach. Since
completion of the renovation in
March 2005, the Social Hall has seen
more activities than ever in the past.
Wonderful luncheons have taken
place, including the November San
Jose Presbytery meeting, Consecration Sunday, gathering of Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery, and
PW’s Epiphany Tea. Fellowship
events sponsored by the Membership and Evangelism board have been
held each month. Who can forget the
“Great Expectations” of Rally Day
and the special Thanksgiving dinner.

Four Henrietta Perdue Memorial Lectures open to the public have been
held, utilizing the Social Hall as well
as the Sanctuary: Marcus Borg (April
2005), Philip Clayton (August 2005),
Philip Newell (May 2006), and John
Dominic Crossan (October 2006).
The Nursery is warm, bright, visible, and attractive for parents with
young children. Women from other
churches come, look, and drool at our
kitchen facility. Lincoln House is the
nerve center of the church on week
days and gives us a working address
on busy Lincoln Avenue, an unforeseen bonus of the renovation.
We thank all who have met their
pledge commitments, those who
faithfully continue to give to the
campaign, and those who have given
one-time donations. If you were not
a member when the campaign began
in July 2003 and would like to start
a pledge, or if you have completed
your pledge and wish to pledge an
additional amount, please contact
the Capital Campaign Chairman,
Mel Goertz.
- The Capital Campaign Committee

Men’s Mission Workgroup to Hold
Popular Crab Feed Again in February

The Men’s Mission Workgroup is
again hosting a delicious Crab Feed
on Sat., Feb. 3, 2007, from 6 to 8 pm,
to raise funds to support their ongoing efforts to provide hands-on labor
as a mission of love and service.
You won’t go hungry with a full
menu of San Francisco-style Dungeness crab, fresh green salad, French
bread, penne pasta in a meatless
sauce, ice cream with biscotti for dessert, and soft drinks. For a small additional donation, you may also enjoy a
glass of wine with your meal.
The Men’s Mission Workgroup,
which is under the auspices of the
Church & World Board, has helped
numerous organizations, such as
Camp Mattole and Westminster
Woods, with hundreds of hours of
free labor to maintain their aging,
but wonderful, facilities. They have
also assisted local organizations, such

as InnVision, with a variety of handson projects to serve the homeless.
Funds raised will let them make gifts
of materials to these projects and purchase consumables and safety equipment for the group.
Sign-ups will begin after Christmas. Suggested donations are $18 for
adults and $5 for youth (young kids
are free). Since this is a fundraiser,
additional donations are always
welcome, and if you can’t make it,
consider buying tickets and donating
them for someone else to attend.
You can’t miss with this event -- you
get a fabulous meal and an opportunity to support our incredibly hardworking men’s workgroup.
And Leland Wong reminds everyone to bring your own “crab crackers”
and special bibs, if you have them.
Contact Mike Wyllie if you have
any questions.

News
from PW

Happy New Year!
Stone Church’s PW are looking forward to a wonderful event coming
up: Presbyterian Women in the
Presbytery - Epiphany Tea, with the
theme Walking Together ... in the Light
of Christ, which will be held in the
Social Hall on Jan. 7 from 2 to 4 pm.
This is a great way to set the tone for
our lives for the year. We also welcome
any men who are interested.
Please save 1 pm, Feb. 17, for PW’s

Lunch Bunch, 11:30 am, Mon.,
Jan. 9, Taiwan Restaurant (contact
Ida Raby)
Book Group I, 1 pm, Mon., Jan.
29, reading Why I Love These People
by Po Bronson, Liz Shandera’s home
(contact Carolyn Clendenning)
Book Group II, 2:30 pm, Mon.,
Here is the PW January Calendar:
Jan. 15, reading Tortilla Curtain by T.
Epiphany Tea, 2 pm, Sun., Jan. 7, C. Boyle, Rosaleen Zisch’s home
Social Hall
Prayer Shawl Group, 6:30 pm,
Amethyst Circle, 1 pm, Wed., Jan. Tues., Jan. 23, Fireside Room
3, Library/Conference Room
Prayer Shawl Group , 4 pm, Thurs.,
Emerald Circle, 9:30 am, Thurs., Jan. 25, Fireside Room
Jan. 4, Joyce Degan’s home
Focus Group, Tues., Jan. 2, Liz
Sapphire Circle, 7:30 pm, Mon., Shandera’s home (contact June
Jan. 8, Sheri Cunningham’s home
Tablak)
- Catherine Amos

Valentine Tea. The program will be
announced next month.
Looking back for a moment, we sent
many toys to Sacred Heart Community Service to be shared with their clients. Bringing joy to children warms
our hearts.

Church & World Gives You Ways to Give
The Church & World board continues to provide many wonderful opportunities for giving and for service.
Friends Outside Christmas Giving
Thanks to your generosity, 16
boxes of gifts and
food went to the
Friends Outside
program for a
mother with seven
children. Thanks to Kathie Lloyd
and Nancy Weiss who chaired the
operation, and to Ken Stutz, Nyle
Frank and Fred Groppuso who
helped with packing and delivery.
And Another Chance to Help
In the spirit of reusing the C&W
Christmas Tree and
continuing the spirit
of giving, you can help
our County Public
Nurse program with items of baby
clothes and supplies for young
mothers and their newborns. Contact Ellen Springer.
Help Hurricane Katrina Victims
About 25 people recently heard
Judi Pogue speak at Stone about her
experiences
as Village
Manager on
the Gulf Coast
housing and feeding people from
around the country and worldwide
(1,000 strong each month) to bring
hope and change after Hurricane

Katrina. To work on a team in Louisiana or Mississippi, please contact
Bea Groppuso or the church office.
You can also borrow two DVDs that
PDA (Presbyterian Disaster Assistance) has sent C&W.
Eco-Faithfulness
Make New Year’s Resolutions that
will help the earth
and the people
who live on it.
Stop by C&W’s
Eco-Faithfulness
exhibit on Sun., Jan. 10, to learn
how your family can make small
changes that will positively impact
the environment and make caring
for God’s creation a 2007 priority.
Communion Sunday Food Drive
When C&W started the Communion Sunday food
drive in early 2006,
we hoped it would
catch on, and WOW, has it ever!
The last delivery for Louise Benson
Pantry at Sacred Heart Community
Service was 25 bags. Thank you!
Brown Bags Needed for Meals
Brown bags are needed for packing meals for shut-ins
at centers where
Catherine Amos
and Lea Lawrence
work. Please contact them if you
can help.
- Bea Groppuso & Rhonda Lakatos

Welcome, Tony!

Maybe you have already met Tony
Muiruri, a man from Kenya who has
worshiped with us since early summer.
He is living at an InnVision shelter,
which Stone partly supports. Early on,
Bill Palmer, our Presbytery’s Refugee
Advocate, oriented him to the Valley
and introduced him to InnVision.
While talking with Tony at the Consecration Sunday dinner in October, I
learned he was studying for the Cisco
networking certification exam. Since
he didn’t have access to networking
equipment, through surplus stores,
EBay, and refurbishing excess computers, I helped him set up a corporatetype networking lab.
In the meantime, Tony has successfully undergone an asylum hearing
and has received permission to work.
He has a 1-year extension to stay and
to apply for a green card. He’s preparing for employment through Catholic
Charities and other connections. A
university graduate in Information
Systems & Technology, he has much
business experience including operating his own businesses and purchasing
and supply management for an American company in Kenya. He may soon
be looking for a room to rent. I hope
our church will help in his transition
to American life.
- Doug Williams
THE STONE NEWS, PAGE 5

Co-chairs Lynn Stutz and Colleen
Blackburn, with Chris, visited the St.
Francis Retreat Center in November
to introduce Chris to the facility.
They toured the new dining area and
got to see St. Francis in autumn!
The dining area is more than
adequate, though it lacks the charm
of the older building (destroyed in
a fire in June 2006). Rebuilding is
underway, but is proving to be costly
as the site is on a fault line.
Lynn and Colleen are now putting
out the call for committee members.
If you are interested, please contact
one or both of them. They particularly
need a registrar to collect forms and
payments from the church office.
The annual Stone Church Women’s
With your help, they hope to create
Retreat is coming soon: March 23 - as wide a spectrum of crafts as last
25. The speaker this year, Rev. Chris year, and the ribbon-woven tablecloth
Williams (pictured above in the new will be back for further additions.
St. Francis dining area), promises to
Look for your invitation and regisbe engaging and motivating.
tration in the mail soon!

Update on Facility &
Speaker for Retreat

Zephyr Snow Trip, January 26-28

You may still be able to sign up for
the Snow Trip to Zephyr Point Presbyterian Conference Center, located on
the south shore of Lake Tahoe. This
scenic lodge with hotel-style rooms is
the best lodging value at Tahoe!

Reservations and deposits had
been requested by Dec. 24, but at
press time, there were still openings,
so contact Caryl Westerberg or Ida
Raby if you are interested.
- Membership & Evangelism

Deacons Host Events
for Families & Seniors
Senior Tea
The Deacons will host their
annual Senior Tea on Sun., Jan.
21, from 3 to 5 pm in the Social
Hall. Unlike some restaurant
chains, there is no age assigned
to Senior, so if you are interested
in an afternoon of food, fun and
fellowship, just RSVP to Debbie
Roach by Jan. 17. Please indicate
any transportation needs.

Heart-to-Heart Extravaganza
Mark your calendar now for a
new Deacon-sponsored event, tailored for families with young children. Heart-to-Heart Extravaganza
will take place on Feb. 10 and
will include a marriage seminar
in the morning, led by Mary Alice
Collins, and a lovely dinner and
entertainment for adults, with
separate dining and babysitting
for children, in the evening. Signups and more details are coming
in January.

“Nite at the Movies” Has
Lots of Nice Surprises!

Stone Church’s “Nite at the Movies,”
on Dec. 1, featuring “The Muppet Christmas Carol,” was a huge success, attended
by over thirty members, young and old.
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The “big” kids sat on chairs while the handing out candy canes and checking on
younger ones wore their jammies and everyone’s “naughty or nice” meter.
lounged on pillows and blankies on the
M&E plans to make this a regular event
floor. Even Santa put in an appearance, - come join us!
- Maureen Searing

More
Photos
from the
Advent
Craft
Workshop
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Dreamwork as a
Spiritual Discipline
Weekend Workshop with
Dr. Jeremy Taylor
Fri., Jan. 26, 7-9 pm
and continuing

Sat., Jan. 27, 9:30-5:30 pm
A unique opportunity to learn from
one of the foremost experts on dream
symbols, mythology, and archetypal
energy, and to explore the power of
dreams in our lives.
$40 for early registration
($45 after Jan. 15)
Register during coffee hour or
contact Mary Alice Colllins

Walter and Debbie Roach at Stone Church’s First Annual Thanksgiving Dinner, which they
lovingly prepared and shared with their church family. And a good time was had by all!

Spaghetti Night
Returns!
Shake off those post-holiday blues
with comfort food and warm fellowship with your church friends. Our
favorite chefs, Walter and Debbie
Roach and Mary Johnson, will be
putting together another fabulous
spaghetti dinner with lots of interesting sauces, French bread and
other fare on Wed., Jan. 17, from
5:30 - 7:30 pm.
There’s no agenda -- just come
and eat and then run -- or join the
choir rehearsal at 7:30.
This would be a great opportunity to invite friends and neighbors
to get to know the Stone Church
family in an informal, and delicious(!), setting.
Sign-ups will be held in the Social
Hall, or email stonedinner@aol.com
and let us know how many are planning to come in your group. Cost
will be a “holy spirit” donation.
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The Stone Church ofWillow Glen
Presbyterian USA
1937 Lincoln Avenue
San Jose, CA 95125-3499
Website: www.stonechurch.org
Phone: 408-269-1593
Fax: 408-269-8412
The Reverend Marge Palmer,
Interim Pastor

Help Your Church on
All-church Workday
The Buildings & Grounds Board
will hold an All-church Workday
from 9 am to 3 pm, on January 13,
2007, to maintain and enhance our
beautiful facilities. We will serve
coffee and snacks at 8:30 am, and
lunch will be served at noon.
Sign up in the Social Hall on Dec.
31, 2006, or Jan. 7, 2007. Questions?
Contact Michael Donald.

Miriam Kishi, Christian
Education Associate
Mary Jane (MJ) Nesbitt,
Office Manager
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